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- Israel, PLO, 

■i; e CiriH i«B2* t t JoKlan 

^ : and Egypt to meet 

, Q^o (AFP) — Israel, Jor- 
't"’?* fa- i- dan and the Palestinians will 
with Egypt here on 
../, ^nercnt j3 ' Tuesday in multilateral trade 
ar °ttaa ihe^^fc talks on proposals for a re- 
• • - Ouctjjijj gjonal business council, an 

^-ipeopic a-!? 1 * i. Egyptian Foreign Ministry 
.'official said. The four are 
L -ris!. \j 0 r/*«*; . gathering as part of the trade 
‘-:is of the commiswjn of the Regional 
a ,r®V Economic Development 
* r *£ *£* 1 ^.< «**. ' Working Group (RED WIG) 
*i‘- --’f th* «2 H' launched along with Arab- 
V r «afaiee! tiU Israeli talks at the October 
:n - Sr.ii 3an Pkj 1991 Madrid peace confer- 
Jr ‘ eoce, Deputy Assistant Forc- 

es u:;h --w h %-«■ ign Minister Ru'uf Saad told 
T: *-i ‘Aa^rl^'V AFP on Monday. “The 
ta^ea j,- r RED WIG negotiations will 


Jordan seeks to free detainees in Iraq 

AMMAN (R) -r- Jordan is seeking the release of up to 700 
Jordanian detainees held in Iraqi jails, officials and diplomats said 

kimidau Miwt nf riw AmnnM k_u. ... u. - ■ .. . ■ ■ 



s plight was raised in talks wrti Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Tareq Aziz, Foreign Minister Mohammad Saeed Sahaf 
srior Minir — ”' L ** " 


detainees 

bfinister ' . _ _ 

and Interior f&nister Waiban A! HaisanI h5f ' brother of Iraqi 
president Saddam Hussein. “We have beep raising the issue of 
these detainees with Iraq for months as we believe most of them 
have been held for unfair reasons." said a Jordanian government 
official. “We finally got a promise from Iraq that they would study 
the files of alt detainees and in light of that, they would decide 
wbat measures to take.” Arab diplomats said Jordan's ambassador 
in Iraq visited the detainees recently after tiying for months, an 
indication Baghdad might show some flexibility. ‘Their living 
conditions are not any better from those of ordinary Iraqis 
suffering under sanctions and poverty," said one diplomat familiar 
with conditions inside Iraqi jails. 
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Passion 


play 


mechanism to establish the 
regional council of the 
businessmen recommended 
by the Casablanca summit' 


A '--imp on economic development in 
AQOfcyamjv. last October and Novem- 
. . “ ber,” Mr. Saad said. 

i-’-NDON IK,-.*., 

?■“> «hfca Saddam replaces 
! “Ti agriculture chief 



“UIC 

s ~'*> .vp 


appointing 
Khaled Abdul Monem 
Rashid to the post on Morv- 



^V. placed after taking over the 
-"'-■'c -^ position in May 1994. Presi- 

- u. w/dent Saddam aJso chairs 'the 

• •: ’ : r :-yi cabinet. 

; ; "'75 f.'irj Cairo releases 
-5- Brotherhood 
5: ;; activist 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt! 

. .i-.il state prosecutors Monday 
: ■ - ■ '• =• freed a member of the Mus- 

-.s * lira Brotherhood but ex- 
tended the custody of two 
other members of the ftin- 


an 


-.-v J ; 




damentalist movement, judi- 
cial officials said. Abdul 
Khalek Hassan Abdul 
-.-a- ' Wahab was freed on condi- 

i tion that he remain in Egypt, 
while Ezzeddin Sabet and 
Ibrahim Al Bay u mi were 
• z:. -- given 15 extra days of deten- 

■■ ‘■.J-:'- 3 l: ' on - 

v if:Sj Syria to send 2,000 
: J ' teachers to 
Kuwait 


Aquino 


welcoic 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Two 
return of thousand Syrian school 

-watt teachers will soon go to work 
pregnant ^ Kuwait, in line with an 

daughter accord signed by the two 

3 _n counbies' education minis- 

4 . vt'-:; fats, officials said here Mon- 

■ A ^“w^ti committee 

win visit Syria next month to 
select the teachers, the offi- 
e ‘ cials said. 

• . ■; ; 7-7:? 5 Egypt seeks funds 
:^: ; heldin Iraq 

u';. & ^ CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyp- 
- : 3 *s''tian official will go to Geneva 

' r _ -'Tuesday in a bid to secure 
” -f- - - ■"^!; nea riy $500 million owed to 

• r ' --tiwusands of Egyptian work- 

• - which has been held in 

**q’<s l J a 9 since the 1991 Gulf war. 

• ■ ~ r '- ' \ y; All am, a senior Foreign 

. ^i^Mmistry official, will attend a 
_r • : ^ ne ctingofa U.N. arbitration 

"i?; ^OTurittee Wednesday and 
y • .j^^Joursday, authorities said 

i^“ cre - EfQW and Iraq signed 



: every 10 days. 

" , .-fj^owever, Iraqi banks halted 

r. . ’" l,e fransfem during the Au- 

’ v '-' ^ 1990-February 1991 Gulf 

r . 

*■ ' .’ 7^ S^Ufopeans join 
- • 1 • r^Jbyan protest 

"" " __ N-" l} 

t”-"* ‘ .! -Kjl ^R^OLI (R) — European 

"* ^ fofists joined Libyans on 

- ■ onday in front of the U.N. 

fice m Tripoli to protest 
, .yfllS ainst a 1986 U.S. raid on 
i ntd ^ *‘^ e ^ 250 people 
N® «(jfrO unly from Italy but also 
r^rnD' im France, Spain, Malta, 

yh*bi* 10 Portugal, Germany 

6*' ,v?;d Belgium to commemo- 

^.e with the Libyans the 

- \ jth anniversary of the U.S. 

. •'* , : ; c^vJnbing,” said Nino Pasti, 

v ' ^r^- p/.' ikesman for the Italian 
: - r ;^jce organisation Nino Pasti 

'5"; ^ematfonal Foundation. “It 
’ ' ■ ;"a shame for the U.N. to 

an instrument of 
j .- >. session from a superpow- 
er' 7 - j: -\ ^5 Mr. Pasti told Reuters, 
*. .^. f.sning to the U.N. Security 

r.:.^ J** 5“ncil’s refusal to discuss 

■a ,v . u.s. raid. 


Hamas and PLO 
meet on violence 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
(PNA) and its Hamas rivals 
are meeting secretly to reach 
an accord to prevent anti- 
Israeli attacks that are hold- 
ing up peace moves, Hamas 
and Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) officials 
*said on Monday. 

They said the two sides met 
on Sunday. 

One PLO official said the 
meeting was “very positive.” 

The talks were hosted by 
PNA member Zakaria Al 
Agha. 

“There was understanding 
and readiness from all sides 
to work for the interests of 
the Palestinian people,” Mr. 
Agha said when asked 
whether Hamas had re- 
sponded to calls to halt 
armed attacks. 

Hamas leader Sayed Abu 
Musameh told Reuters: 
“Yesterday’s meeting was 
within the framework of cool- 
ing tensions. It is wrong to 
boycott.” 

He declined to say whether 
Hamas agreed to suspend 
attacks from Palestinian self- 
rule areas. 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, who heads the PNA, 
vowed to get tough with 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad — 
both militant groups opposed 
to his peace deal with Israel 
' — after their suiddie bomb- 
ings in self-ruled Gaza last 
.week killed eight Jews. 

Mr. Arafat’s security 
forces arrested hundreds and 
sentenced five members of 
the groups in a Gaza military 
court. 

On Sunday Mr. Arafat cal- 
led for a national dialogue 
but demanded the two groups 
limit themselves to peaceful 
means in opposing the 1993 
peace deal which gave 
Palestinians self-rule in Gaza 
and in the West Bank town of 
Jericho. 

Mr. Arafat told a crowd of 
20,000 at Gaza City’s Yar- 
mouk soccer stadium that the 
mil tarns’ attacks on Israelis 
only undermine the Palesti- 
nians’ own goals. 


“I am telling my brothers 
yes to national dialogue, but 
only on the basis of their 
commitment to what the 
PLO signed,” he said. 

Mr. Arafat said the mili- 
tants handed the Israelis 
pretext for the delays. 

“There is a movement in 
Israel that wants to delay and 
kill the agreement and the 
Palestinian dream and I must 
say that there are people here 
that are giving the Israelis the 
chance to use security as their 
excuse,” Mr. Arafat said. 

“Israel is delaying the 
whole thing under many pre- 
tenses and the most danger- 
ous one is that of their secur- 
ity. Each time they say secur- 
ity, security, security,” Mr. 
.Arafat said. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said Sunday that Mr. 
Arafat's recent steps against 
the militants do not satisfy 
Israel. 

‘The Palestinians have the 
ability to do more and we 
demand this," Mr. Rabin 
told Israel Television. “We 
will judge them by this.” 

"The gathering at Yar- 
mouk stadium marked the 
seventh anniversary of the 
death of Mr. Arafat's PLO 
second-in-command Khalil 
Wazir, better known as Abu 
Jihad. His shooting death at 
his home in Tunis was widely 
blamed on Israeli comman- 
dos, but Israel has never con- 
firmed any involvement. 

Israel and the PLO say 
they hope to reach a deal by 
July 1 on extending self-rule 
to other parts of the West 
Bank. Israel has made such 
an agreement contingent on 
Mr. Arafat doing more to 
stop Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
attacks. 

“The authority demands 
from Hamas respect of the 
PLO- Israel accord. It does 
not ask them to accept it, nor 
to be committed to it, but to 
refrain from carrying out 
attacks from and inside self- 
rule areas/’ one PLO official 
said. 

“They can oppose as much 

(Continued on page 7) 


Turkey reports 24 rebels* 
killed, ousts 11 Germans 


TUNCELI (Agencies) — 
Troops pressed their offen- 
sive against Kurdish rebel 
hideouts, killing 24 guerrillas 
in a mountain pass, officials 
said Monday. 

The regional governor’s 
office said the rebels were 
killed Sunday. News reports 
said 75 rebels were killed in 
the area last week. 

About 20,000 Turkish 
troops, backed by helicopters 
and jet fighters, have attack- 
ed rebels for the past month 
in southeastern Turkey. Kur- 
dish rebels have been fighting 
for autonomy in the region 
since 1984. 

About 500 Kurdish rebels 
are believed to operate out of 
Tunceli under the command 
of a leading guerrilla figure, 
Sendin Sakik. 

Turkey sent 35.000 troops 
into northern Iraq last month 
to try to wipe out Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) camps 
used for hit-and-run attack. 

The Turkish military says 
they have killed 464 rebels so 
far, and have lost 56 of their 
own troops in northern Iraq. 
Turkey's National Security 
Council (NSC) has recom- 
mended pulling Turkish 
troops out of northern Iraq 
by mid-May. 

Prime Minister Tansu Cil- 
ler also indicated pullout 
plans were under way. “I 
believe the withdrawal pro- 
cess will take place next 
month,” she told Turkish re- 
porters in New York on Sun- 
day, according to the Anato- 
lia news agency. 

In Diyarbakir, a court 
ordered the expulsion of 11 
Germans who were arrested 
during a demonstration in Sil- 
van, about 90 kilometres east 
of Diyarbakir. 

The Germans, a group of 
social workers, politicians 
and a journalist, were pro- 
testing Sunday what they 
claimed was an army raid and 
arrest of 80 people in the 
nearby Kurdish village of 
Kurucayir. Officials said 


eight people were arrested in 
the village on Saturday. 

The Germans were taken 
by Turkish authorities to the 
airport in Istanbul for a flight 
out of the country, said 
Mehmet Bayval at the activ- 
ists* coordination centre in 
Frankfurt, Germany. 

Turkish laws require per- 
mission from local authorities 
before holding a demonstra- 
tion. 

Also in Diyarbakir, Tur- 
kish court released four hu- 
man rights activists accused 
of Kurdish separatism after 
three months in jail in the 
southeastern province. 

The group, which included 
three lawyers, were members 
of the local branch of inde- 
pendent Human Rights Asso- 
ciation. The charges against 
them still stand. They face up 
to 10 years in jail if convicted 
of the charge, which stems 
from a book on human rights 
in southeastern Turkey. 

Military officials said 
meanwhile the PKK regional 
commander. Semdin Sakik 
— known as “Fingerless 
Zeki” after losing a thumb 
while firing a rocket — might 
be dead or wounded as he 
had not answered radio mes- 
sages from other rebel units 
and PKK leader Abdullah 
Ocalan for the last three 
days. 

A big winter offensive 
failed to oust the rebels from 
their mountain hideouts in 
Tunceli province, known to 
Kurds as part of the Dersim 
region which gave its name to 
a bloody 1936-38 uprising led 
by Kurdish Muslim denes. 

Turkey’s emergency rule 
governor in the southeast. 
Unal Erkan, arrived in Tun- 
celi on Monday morning with 
a large team of Turkish jour- 
nalists. They were due to go 
to the ravine area. 

“Once we get Sakik, one of 
the last PKK leaders holding 
out inside Turkey, the rest 
will surrender,” an officer 
said on Sunday. 



KING VISITS GHQ: His Majesty King Chiefs of Staff and the chief of staff of the 
Hussein, the Supreme Commander of the Royal Air Force. King Hussein, who was 
Armed Forces, on Monday visited the accompanied on the visit by His Royal 
General Headquarters (GHQ) where he Highness Prince Hamzeh Ben Al Hussein, 
was received by Chairman of the Joint discussed with Gen. Mirai issues of con- 
Chiefs of Staff General Abdul Hafe 2 cern to the Armed Forces (Armed Forces 
Mirai, the chief or staff of the Land forces, photo) 
assistants to the chairman of the Joint 


PNA accuses Israelis of 
cold-blooded killing in Hebron 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
The Palestine National Au- 
thority (PNA) charged Mon- 
day that the Israeli army had 
murdered three Palestinians 
in cold blood and called for a 
ceasefire. 

“1 am shocked by this 
tragedy," said Nabil Shaath, 
the chief Palestinian peace 
negotiator and minister for 
international cooperation. 

“Three martyrs were assas- 
sinated In Hebron. It was a 
cold-blooded, killing. 

I condemn it. We want 
peace and security for both 
sides. We want a ceasefire. 

“We demand that Israel 
respect human rights and hu- 
man life,” Dr. Shaath said. 

People must be judged if 
they have done something 
reprehensible, it is intoler- 
able to kill them in cold 
blood. 

“It has to stop immediate- 
ly, particularly in Hebron, 
tile town which still bears the 
scare of the mosque massacre 
carried out by Goldstein." 

Jewish settler Baruch 
Goldstein killed at least 30 
Muslims in the occupied 
West Bank town's Ibrahimi 
Mosque In February 1994.. 

Troops maintained a- strict 
curfew on Palestinians in 
Hebron on Monday fearing 
revenge attacks over the 
killing. 

The army deployed rein- 


forcements, set up more 
roadblocks and made sear- 
ches and identity checks, a 
day after undercover agents 
shot dead the three. 

Hundreds of Jews made a 
Passover holiday pilgrimage 
to the Ibrahimi Mosque. 

The shrine, holy to Mus- 
lims and Jews, was closed to 
Muslims for the Jewish festiv- 
al. During the fasting month 
of Ramadan, which ended 
several weeks ago, the site 
was -closed to Jews during 
selected days. 

Israeli undercover forces 
riddled with bullets a car car- 
rying the three Palestinians in 
Hebron. 

The army, which declined 
to say who shot first in what it 
described as a gunbattle, said 
two of the men bad been on 
its most wanted list and be- 
longed to the military wing of 
Hamas. 

Dr. Shaath, a senior peace 
negotiator, called in the 
statement for a halt to attacks 
against Israelis. 

PNA President Yasser 
Arafat, who forged a peace 
deal with Israel in 1993, has 
demanded that Hamas aban- 
don violence and accept the 
accord as a condition for 
opening a national dialogue 
among Palestinians. 

Mr. Arafat’s police 
areested scores of militants 
after eight Jews were killed in 


a suicide bombing in self- 
ruled Gaza on April 9. The 
authority also has begun 
bringing activists from 
Hamas and the Islamic Jihad 
group to trial. 

Israel has made an agree- 
ment on expanding auton- 
omy beyond Gaza and the 
West Bank town of Jericho 
contingent on Mr. Arafat en- 
ding such attacks. 

In Ramallab. Israeli sol- 
diers beat Palestinian demon- 
strators and. detained 13 on 
Monday during a march for 
the release of thousands of 
prisoners held by Israel, wit- 
nesses said. 

Hie demonstration in the 
town of Ramallah was one of 
several protests organised 
throughout the West Bank 
and Gaza by the Palestinian 
Prisoners Club — an ad-hoc 
group fighting for prisoners' 
release — to mark an annual 
Prisoners Day. 

Israel released about 5,000 
Palestinian prisoners under 
its peace deal with the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). But at least 6,000 
more remain in jail while 
talks on expanding self-rule 
drag on. 

Witnesses in Ramallah said 
Israeli soldiers surrounded 
some 100 men and women 
marching with placards and 

(Continued on page 7) 


NPT debate opens with call 
for end to nuclear arms 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali, 
opening the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
renewal conference Monday, 
urged the elimination of all 
nuclear weapons. 

"The most safe, sure and 
swift way to deal with the 
threat of nuclear arms is to do 
away with them in every re- 
gard. This should be our vi- 
sion of the future,” he told 
representatives of the 178 
NrT signatories gathered for 
the four-week meeting. 

Since the expiring 25-year 
NPT treaty to support nuc- 
lear controls and safeguards 
took effect in March 1970, he 
said, “in many ways, the 
world has become a safer 
place." 

“But in orher ways, today's 
world is one of increasing 
danger ” he added, citing un- 
identified countries that are 

“ignoring their ratification” 

of the NPT. 

Extremist groups’ posses- 
sing weapons of mass des- 
truction pose “another terri- 
ble risk,” he said. "The 
smuggling of nuclear materia] 
is no longer only a fear, but 
also a frightening reality/' 

Dr. Gnali reminded the 
delegates of the 197S commit- 
ment by the Genera) Assem- 
bly that called for an end to 
the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons and for their even- 
tual total elimination. 

The secretary general 
stressed that their derisions 
made here “will help to de- 
fine rhe character of interna- 
tional cooperation for the 


21st century.” 

He singled out three goals 
for the delegates' attention: 
improved security assurances 
to non-nuclear weapons 
states, advancement of nuc- 
lear disarmament and better 
transfer of nuclear technolo- 
gy for peaceful purposes. 

Delegates will vote on ex- 
tending the treaty at the end 
of the confemce on May 12. 

The United States and 
other nuclear powers want an 
indefinite and unconditional 
extension of the treaty, de- 
signed to block the spread of 
atomic arms. 

But some in the Third 
World prefer only a limited 
extension, and want to attach 
conditions, such as greater 
progress in reducing nuclear 
arsenals. 

Addresses by Dr. Ghali and 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher topped the 
first day’s agenda, along with 
remarks by Hans Blix, head 
of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA), 
which administers the treaty. 

The IAEA is taking steps 
to toughen its inspection reg- 
ime for detecting clandestine 
nuclear-weapons program- 
mes. The weakness of that 
regime, seen in Iraq’s near- 
successful effort to build an 
atomic bomb, has been a 
principal flaw in the NFT 
system. 

Meeting with reporters last 
week, the chief U.S. arms- 
control official, John Holum. 
called renewing the pact a 
“fundamentally historic deci- 
sion." 

*if you want to think about 


how important it is.... think 
of what New York would 
have looked like if the world 
trade centre bombers had 
manged to acquire even 
primitive nuclear devices,” 
Mr. Holum told reporters. 

The 1970 pact struck a his- 
toric bargain among the 
world’s nations. 

The 176 signatory govern- 
ments are committed to pre- 
venting the spread of nuclear 
weapons beyond five nations 
that acknowledge having 
them — the United States, 
Russia. Britain, France and 
China. In exchange, the five 
are pledged to work towards 
eliminating all nuclear arms. 

The treaty also guaranteed 
nations the right to develop 
peaceful nuclear technology 
under international over- 
sight. 

The treaty is credited with 
lessening the likelihood of a 
nuclear free-for-all in the 
worid. But its failures are 
well-known: three nations 
that did not sign it — Israel, 
India and Pakistan — have 
developed nuclear-weapons 
capability. 

Many non-nuclear nations 
complain, too, that the five 
nuclear weapons states have 
balked at meeting the treaty's 
“Article VI" commitment — 
to move in good faith towards 
total disarmament. 

The treaty had only a 25- 
year guaranteed run. The 
pact itself specified that in 
1995 the r signatories would 
have to deride whether to 
extend it indefinitely, or for a - 
fixed period or periods. 


Baghdad demands 
release of assets 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Iraq's foreign minister says 
that Iraqi assets worth $4 
billion, frozen after Iraq in- 
vaded Kuwait in 1990, should 
be released so that Baghdad 
c&n buy food and medicine 
for the country's 20 million 
long-suffering people. 

In an interview with the 
state-run Baghdad Radio 
broadcast Sunday night, 
Mohammad Saed Al Sahaf 
said that Iraq insists that 
U.N. trade sanctions im- 
posed in 1990 should also be 

lifted. 

He reiterated Baghdad's 
rejection of a U.N. Security 
Council offer to allow Iraq to 
sell oil worth S4 billion a year 
for humanitarian purposes. 

The council unanimously 
approved that offer, prop- 
osed by the United States and 
Britain, on April 14. 

Mr. Sahaf declared: 
“According to the logic that 
produced the resolution, they 
should now unfreeze the Ira- 
qi assets if there is a huma- 
nitarian action framework. 
Iraq has more than S4 billion 
frozen in their banks.” 

"We will not deviate. The 
Americans, with all their 
malice, will not be able to 
force Iraq, and those who 
sympathise with it, to deviate 
from the basic and primary 
demand," that the crippling 
sanctions be lifted complete- 
ly, he said. 

Before the Security Coun- 
cil voted, Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz said 
Baghdad might . reconsider 
the proposed offer if unspeci- 
fied amendments were made. 

But it is unlikely that the 
Security Council is prepared 
to make any further conces- 
sions to Baghdad following 
its rejection of the offer of 
limited oil sales to purchase 
food and medicine. 

Russia and France, which 
have been campaigning for 
the U.N. embargo to be 
lifted, voted for the oil sales 
offer and Baghdad's rejection 
has left them with little room 
for manoeuvre. 

There is unlikely to be any 
progress towards easing the 
sanctions until Baghdad gets 
a clean bill of health from 


Rolf Ekeus, chief of the U.N. 
Special Commission re- 
sponsible for overseeing the 
destruction of Iraq's weapons 
of mass destruction. 

Mr. Ekeus reported to the 
Security Council April 10 
that Iraq's nuclear, missile 
and chemical weapons prog- 
ramme have been essentially 
eliminated, but stressed that 
Iraq may still be trying to 
produce biological weapons. 

“The Iraqi people and all 
honest people in the Arab 
World and elsewhere reject 
the new resolution which 
only serves U.S. interests and 
deprives the Iraqis of their 
legitimate right to export 
their own oil,” said Vice- 
President Taha Yassin Rama- 
dan, quoted by the official 
Iraqi News Agency. 

If Iraq accepted U.N. Re- 
solution 986, "the United 
States and its allies would 
have the chance to achieve 
their hostile objectives, in- 
cluding seizure of Iraq's oil 
riches," he said. 

Mr. Ramadan said the re- 
solution was “designed by the 
United States to mislead in- 
ternational opinion, as 
usual." 

“It does not secure the 
essential needs of the Iraqi 
people, implies a division of 
the country and represents 
flagrant interference in Iraq’s 
internal affaire," he said. * 

Parliamentary Speaker 
Saadi Mehdi Saleh, chairing a 
meeting of parliamentary 
committees to study the re- 
solution Sunday, said it set “a 
serious precedent in interna- 
tional relations.” 

The resolution was “an 
attack on Iraq’s sovereignty, 
threatening the unity of its 
people and their security." 

Earlier state television said 
the cabinet, chaired by Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, 
agreed unanimously to “re- 
ject categorically the resolu- 
tion because it dangerously 
strikes a blow at Iraq’s 
sovereignty." 

Oil prices shot back up 
towards eight-month highs on 
Monday after Iraq rejected 
the United Nations resolu- 
tion. 


U.S., China clash over 
nuclear deal with Iran 


NEW YORK (Agencies} — 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher and Chinese 
Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen dashed on Monday 
over a reported Chinese nuc- 
lear deal with Iran. 

Mr. Christopher told re- 
porters before talks with Mr. 
Qian that he would be telling 
the minister nudear coopera- 
tion with Tehran was “too 
dangerous to justify.” But 
Mr. Qian said nothing Beij- 
ing was doing conflicted with 
international law. 

“We respect the views of 
the United States,” Mr. Qian 
said. “But wbat we are doing 
is consistent with internation- 
al practice.” 

Mr. Christopher and Mr. 
Qian were meeting on the 
fringes of a U.N. conference 
on foe nudear Non-Prolifera- 
tion Treaty (NPT) that was 
due to open later on Monday. 

Neither man referred to a 
specific Chinese deal with 
Iran, but the Washington 
Post reported on Monday 
that China was planning to 
build two 300-megawatr 
pressurised water reactors in 
Iran and transfer associated 
know-how, 

"Our position is one that 
Iran is... simply too danger- 
ous with its intentions and its 
motives and its designs to 
justify nuclear cooperation of 
an allegedly peaceful charac- 
ter," Mr. Christopher said. 

I hope to have an opportun- 
ity to talk further with the 
(Chinese) minister on this 
subject," 

But Mr. Qian, standing 
next to Mr. Christopher, said 
through an interpreter that, 
there was no international 
law or agreement against 
peaceful nudear cooperation 
with other countries. “We 
respect the view of the Un- 
ited States but what we 
(have) done is consistent with 
the international practice,” 
he said. 


According to the Post, the 
Sino-lranian agreement, 
which is still being negoti- 
ated, could be similar to that 
signed in January between 
Russia and Iran and de- 
nounced by the U.S. govern- 
ment. 

The agreement concerns 
the construction of two 300 
megawatt reactors in Iran 
and the transfer of Chinese 
technology. 

“China is technically not 
doing anything that conflicts 
with the NPT and its interna- 
tional obligations. But we 
have the same kind of con- 
cern... (and) we think it 
would be in their best self- 
interest (to cancel further 
negotiations)/’ a senior offi- 
cial was quoted as saying. 

China maintains that it is 
only taking part in peaceful 
cooperation with Iran, the 
paper said. 

It added that Chinese tech- 
nicians had also given Iran 
advice on the extraction of 
uranium and discussed tech- 
nological aid to help Iran 
develop its own nuclear fuels. 

The newspaper stated that 
under the terms of the Sino- 
lranian agreement being 
negotiated the reactors and 
.fuel would be subject to in- 
ternational inspection. 

But Washington is con- 
cerned because any increase 
in Iran's nuclear capacity 
could facilitate secret efforts 
in Tehran to develop nuclear 
weapons. 

Given its vast oil reserves it 
was difficult for Iran to justify 
a need for nuclear energy, 
officials told the Post. 

A senior official said the 
Chinese response to Mr. 
"hristopher’s objections 
would influence Washing- 
ton's decision on the imple- 
mentation «f an agreement 
on nuclear cooperation re- 
cently signed in Beijing by 
U.S. Energy Secretary . Hazel 
O'Leary. 
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New generation of 
Palestinians train 
as ‘human bombs’ 


’AIN HELWEH, Lebanon 
(AFP) — Forty young 
Palestinians in Lebanon's 
largest refugee camp are 
training to become "human 
bombs” as Islamic militants 
prepare a new generation of 
martyrs to blow up Israeli 
targets. 

The “lion cubs” as they are 
called, some as young as 14 
and mostly orphans, undergo 
rigorous weapons training us- 
ing live ammunition in 'Ain 
Helweh camp to turn them 
into furore suicide bombers. 

"I am not scared of dying, l 
want to free Palestine," said 
one young recruit. 15-year- 
old tbrahim Khald. 

Their trainer, Munir Ma- 
qdah, is a recent but commit- 
ted convert to the militant 
fight against Israel. A dissi- 
dent from Yasser Arafat’s 
Fateh faction. Colonel Ma- 
qdah now controls the camp, 
the biggest in Lebanon. 

He believes Palestinian 
youngsters, who once were 
content to throw stones in the 
seven-year intifada against 
Israeli occupation launched 
in 1987, have to move on to 
more bloody methods. 

“We are preparing human 
bombs because it is the only 
language the enemy under- 
stands," the bearded 37-year- 
old also known as Abu Has- 
san told AFP. 

“The Israelis want to shat- 
ter the Palestinian dream, but 
we are retaliating by training 
a new generation of 
fighters.” 

A wave of suicide-bomb- 
ings has terrorised Israel in 
the past year when 56 Israelis 
died in attacks inside the Jew- 
ish state, according to police 
figures. 

Abu Hassan fired between 
the legs of his young recruits 
to test their nerve. Dressed in. 
combat fatigues with helmets 
covering their shaved heads, 
they crawled across the sandy 
ground with Kalashnikov 
rifles in their hands. 

“For these youths the 
Palestinian revolution began 
.on September 13, 1993,” the 
day Israel ..and the PLO 
signed the Declaration of 
Principles on autonomy in 
.Washington, Abu Hassan 
-said. 

“We will continue to raise 
them and turn them into mar- 
until the end of the 


eii occupation. 

He is aided by a "sheikh 


lieutenant” called Jamal who 


is responsible for firing the 
young suicide-bombers with 
religious conviction. 

“We are preparing them 
for Jihad, the holy war of 
Islam, and to love death to 
this end. They will have just 
one choice — victory or mar- 
tyrdom." the 30-year-old 
said. 

“With God's grace they 
will become bombs.” 

Their training, which be- 
gan two months ago, was to 
finish on Monday. Abu Has- 
san said it would mark “die 
promotion of the intifada, the 
front line of the new genera- 
tion." 

Elsewhere in the camp 
more “lieutenants” explained 
to a group of teenagers how 
to handle explosives and to 
fight face-to-face. Many have 
lost relatives in clashes with 
Israel over the years. 

Ibrahim told how his father 
went missing after the Israeli 
invasion of Lebanon in 1982. 
Hie father of Mohammad, 
14, was killed three years ago 
in an Israeli air raid. 

Fifteen-year-old Ayman 
lost his father and his 
brother, both anti-Israeli 
fighters, during another air 
Taid. 

“My greatest wish .is to 
follow in their footsteps and 
be sent on a mission in- 
Palestine when I finish my 
training," Mr. Ayman said 
with child-like conviction. “I 
will do whatever my leaders 
ask." 

Under the watchful eye of 
a guard, the youths said they 
were “happy to know that 
other young people are fight- 
ing like us. over there in the 
occupied homeland.'' 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, and 
Islamic Jihad claimed two 
suicide bombings in the Gaza 
Strip a week ago which killed 
seven Israeli soldiers and an 
American woman and 
wounded 50 more. 

Mr. Arafat’s self-rule 
police launched a huge crack- 
down on radical groups, 
arresting at least 200 mem- 
bers and ordering militants to 
disarm. . . 

But the head of Islamic 
Jihad, Fathi Shakaki, warned 
Saturday that “the waiting 
lists for suicide attacks have 
thousands of names." 

"The attacks will continue 
as long as the Israeli occupa- 
tion remains in force," he 
said in Beirut. 


6UNIFIL 

officers 

removed 


TYRE (Agencies) — Six 
U.N. officers have been 
transferred after causing an 
uproar by attending Israeli 
army exercises in the occu- 
pied sector of South Lebanon 
without permission, U.N. 
sources said Monday. 

General Stanislaw Woz- 
niak. commander of the 
5.000-strong U.N. Interi m 
Force in Lebanon (UNIFTL), 
ordered the disciplinary ac- 
tion apparently to defuse the 
controversy after guerrilla 
leaders and politicians de- 
nounced the officers’ pre- 
sence at the manoeuvres as 
tantamount to recognition of 
Israel’s occupation of the 
border enclave. 


Officials with the U.N. 
peacekeeping force say that 
two officers from the Norwe- 
gian battalion and four from 
another U.N formation, 
observer Group Lebanon, 
attended the exercises by 
Israeli troops and their militia 
allies of the South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) last Tuesday on 
their own initiative. 

“As a result of their unau- 
thorised attendance, the 
force commander took im- 
mediate action, transferring 
from the south those who 
were involved,” one U.N. 
source said Monday. 

The sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, de- 
clined to say whether the 
officers were sent home or to 
other U.N. missions. 

The sources said the fouir 
observer force officers were 
from Denmark, Finland. Au- 
stria and the Netherlands. 

Defence Minister Mohsen 
Dalloul has expressed fears 
that the U.N. officers’ 
attendance last week of the 
wargames at Majidiyyeh vil- 
lage “was a sign of complete 
and blind bias which breaches 
the mission of those offic- 
ers.” 

“This matter must be fol- 
lowed up and the situation of 
the United Nations forces 
and its mission should be 
reconsidered,” Mr. Dalloul 
said on S unday. 

UNIFTL was deployed in 
South. Lebanon in 1978 after 
a 91-day Israeli invasion. The 
troops from nine nations 
police a U.N. zone that over- 
laps the Israeli-occupied en- 
clave. 

Observer Group Leba- 
non's mission is to monitor 
the 1948 armistice agreement 
between Lebanon and Israel. 


Sri Lankan maid executed in UAE 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
Sri I«ankan housemaid has 
been executed in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) for 
murdering the four-year-old 
daughter of her employer, 
legal officials said on Mon- 
day. 

Sirri Mohammad Faruq 
was executed by a firing 
squad in the northern emirate 
of Ras A1 Khaim ah on Thurs- 
day after she confessed to 
stabbing the child to death 
with a sharp object on Oct. 
17, they said. 

The Islamic coon sentenced her io 
death in January and 
the verdict was endorsed by 
the emirate’s ruler. Sheikh 
Saqr Ibn Mohammad A1 Qas- 
simi. 

Judg.e Mohammad 
Dawoud, who sentenced the 
maid on Jan. 17. said she had 
pleaded guilty to the murder 
of Moza Said Salim. 

"She confessed to the kill- 
ing of the girl and was sent- 
enced in accordance .with 
Islamic law,” the judge told 
AFP by telephone from Ras 
AI Khaimah, about 300 
kilometres from Abu Dhabi. 

"Her life could have been 


saved and the sentence could 
have been amended if the 
victim’s parents had forgiven 
her. But they insisted on the 
death punishment according 
to Sharia (Islamic law).” 

Court records showed the 
maid, in her 20s, bad admit- 
ted she used a sharp steel key 
to stab the child in the chest 
and other parts of her body 
after she failed to resuscitate 
her when she had a fit. 

“The child was uncon- 
scious, her body was shaking 
and saliva was- oozing out of 
her mouth. I could not make 
her come round. 

“I was frightened and un- 
consciously l pulled out the 
key and started to stab her,” 
Sirri reportedly told court in 
the emirate, which strictly 
enforces Islamic Law. 

■ She said she then wrapped 
the child’s body with a piece 
of doth, crammed it into a 
box and buried her under a 
nearby deserted house. 

Forensic reports did not 
mention whether the child 
suffered from - epilepsy or 
other ailments, but showed 
death was due to heart failure 
caused by massive internal 


bleeding in the chest. 

“We had given the maid 
the right to appeal. She did 
appeal but that court sup- 
ported the death sentence,” 
Mr. Dawoud said.. 

Sri Lankan embassy offi- 
cials said they had tried to 
help Sirri and bad seen her in 
prison several times before 
execution. 


“We feel that she should 
not have killed the child and 
she herself felt very sorry and 
depressed. 

"We had tried to help her 
by making an appeal out as 
you know she is a Muslim and 
the sentence was issued in 
accordance with Islamic 
law,” an embassy spokesman 
told AFP. 


He said embassy repre- 
sentatives were in Ras Al 
Khaimah on Monday to dis- 
cuss arrangements for .repat- 
riating the maid’s body. 

In a separate case in the 
UAE, a Filipina housemaid 
has been on trial in the city of 
Al 4 Ain on charges of 
murdering her local employer 
after he allegedly attacked 
her and tried to rape her. 



ARRESTS IN RAMALLA& Israeli border- Palestinian Prisoners in the West Bank town of 
guards arrest Palestinians following a protest Rama Hah on Monday (AFP photo) 
held by the Association for the Release of 


Dig halted 
at ‘tomb of 
Alexander’ 


CAIRO (AFP) — An 
archaeological team has sus- 
pended work for the summer 
at a site in the Siwa oasis in 
Egypt’s western desert 
claimed to be the Lost tomb of 
Alexander the Great. 

The head of Egypt's Sup- 
reme Council for Antiquities. 
Abdul Halim Nureddin, told 
AFP Sunday the dig “has not 
been abandoned — it will 
continue in October.” 

He said the desert site, 750 
kilometres west of Cairo, was 
becoming very hot. 

“We have to assess all the 
material discovered and see 
the results of electromagnetic 
studies" of the site, being 
analysed in Canada, Mr. 
Nureddin said, without giving 
further details. 

The head of the team, 
liana Souvaltzi. returned to 
Greece on Friday. 

Mr. Nureddin sparked a 
controversy in January when 
he announced that the largely 
Greek team had discovered 
the tomb of the Macedonian 
conqueror, long thought to 
have been buried in the 
Mediterranean port city of 
Alexandria. 

Ms. Souvaltzi has vowed to 
find the remains of the 
deified king, despite a storm 
of criticism from other 
archaeologists and Greek 
nationalists. 

Meanwhile, the Egyptian 
government has revived a 
controversial plan to build a 
road tunnel at the site of the 
pyramids of Giza, despite 
earlier agreeing to move the 
route away from the historic 
site, officials said. 

Reconstruction Minister 
Mohammad Ibrahim Sulei- 
man presented President 
Hosni Mubarak with a prop- 
osal Saturday for a tunnel 
under the pyramids plateau, 
the minister’s spokesman 
Hisham Amin told AFP. 

He said the exact location 
of the road tunnel, forming 
part of an almost completed 
motorway encircling Cairo, 
would be determined in later 
studies. 

The pyramids site is the 
only one of seven wonders of 
the ancient world still in ex- 
istence. 

In December the U.N. 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO) rejected an earlier 
tunnel proposal to replace 
the motorway passing 2.5 
kilometres south of the pyra- 
mids, which it said en- 
dangered the monuments. 

UNESCO threatened to 
remove the pyramids from its 
World Heritage list if the 
danger is not eliminated. 


Hizbollah will go after 
SLA even after peace 


BEIRUT (AP) — The leader 
of guerrillas fighting Israel’s 
occupation of a border en- 
clave said Sunday collabor- 
ators would be hunted down 
and killed even after a peace 
settlement. 

Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah's 
threat appeared likely to 
complicate negotiations over 
an Israeli withdrawal from its 
so-called “security zone” in 
South Lebanon, a key 
Lebanese condition for 
peace. 

The zone is patrolled by 
Israeli troops aided by mili- 
tiamen of die surrogate South 
Lebanon Army (SLA), who 
are considered traitors by the 
Shiite Muslim group Hiz- 
bollah. 

“The Islamic Resistance 
will finish them off before or 
after a settlement,” Sheikh 
Nasrallah said at a memorial 
for a guerilla killed in South 
Lebanon last week. 

“There will be no mercy on 
family or sectarian lines. 
They all belong to one sect, 
the sect of treason. Their 
death is an irrevocable deci- 
sion,” Sheikh Nasrallah said 
in a speech carried by Hizbol- 
lah’s television station. 

However, repeating a call 
for SLA fighters to surren- 
der, Sheikh Nasrallh added: 
“The door to repentance is 
open.” 

Israel has demanded the 
Lebanese government disarm 


Iran-backed Hizbollah guer- 
rillas and guarantee safety of 
SLA militiamen and their 
families as part of a peace 
deal. It also wants the SLA to 
be integrated into the 
Lebanese army. 

The Lebanese government 
says it will not curb the guer- 
rillas before an unconditional 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
1,100-square-kilometre en- 
clave Israel maintains against 
cross-border strikes since 
1985. 

Lebanese Defence Minis- 
ter Mohsen Dalloul has said 
collaborators with Israel 
should stand trial for treason. 

Hizbollah is leading the 
guerrilla war to evict 1,200 
Israeli soldiers and 2.500 
allies of the locally recruited 
SLA from the enclave, which 
has a predominantly Shiite 
population of 200,000. 

While the SLA is comman- 
ded by a Christian, Antoine 
Lahd. its rank and file are 
mostly Shiites. 

The SLA, which is armed, 
trained and paid by the 
Israelis to help patrol the 
“security zone;” is the largest 
employer in the •region. , ' • 

Some SLA- defectors have 
claimed they were either 
forced to join, fearing repris- 
als or lured by the income by 
about $300 a month for each 
member in the impoverished 
enclave. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


7-year-old accidentally crosses border 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Israeli soldiers found and hqq^ 
infiltrator Sunday, a seven-year-old Syrian boy 
accidentally crossed the frontier, the army said, 
soldiers took care of the boy befoie returning him id-Syife 
an armv spokesman added. Infiltrations from Syria arer^ - 
and there were no further details on the incideBtV- 


British Arabist Henderson dies 


ABU DHABI ( AP) — Edward Henderson, a notetfi 
Arabist and London’s first ambassador to Qatar, 

He was 77. Henderson died of old age last week in 
his friend. Peter Hellyer. managing editor of 
news newspaper, said Sunday. Henderson graduated 
.Oxford in 1940. He fought at Dunkirk in World 
then served in Jordan and Syria. Henderson, wbd atao 
witnessed the British withdrawal from Palestine in i 94 g 
lived among the Arabs, particularly the bedouins, and their 
love was mutual, according to Mr. Hellyer. Henderson 
wrote his memoirs in 198S. titled "The Strange Eventful 
History." His funeral is to be held in England this week. 
He lived the last years of his life in Abu Dhabi with his wife 
Jocelyn, working at the Centre for Document and Re- 
search which he set up. The UAE president. Sheikh Zayed 
Ben Sultan AI Nahayan, is reputed to have said of 
Henderson: “We have seen many devoted British friends, 

but this man, Edward Henderson, is the best. He is sincere! 
kind and loves us as we love him." 



Sudan boosts relations with Russia 
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KHARTOUM (AP) — Sudan and Russia agreed Sunday 
to step up economic cooperation as the second stage of a 1 
plan that also includes improved military ties. The decision 
to work out economic, commercial and technical accords 
came in talks here between Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Victor Poskvalyuk and Sudan's vice president, 
Major General Zubair Mohammad Salih, the offidai 
Sudanese News Agency (SUN A) reported. A high-level 
Sundanese delegation is to visit Moscow in May to sign the 
agreements. SUNA said. Mr. Poskvalyuk’s team is the 
second high-level Russian delegation to visit Sudan this 
month. A military delegation ended a four-day visit April 6 
with a pledge to* revive Russian military assistance. The 
Soviet Union provided Sudan with arms and other equip- 
ment, including MiG-17 fighter jets and missiles, until 
1971. Relations then began to sour after junior Sudanese 
officers with links to the Communist Party detained 
then-president Gaafar Numeiri and tried to’ impose a 
socialist regime. Numeiri escaped and. with Egyptian ana 
Libyan help, rallied to defeat the rebels. 


Indonesia seeks aid from Kuwait 


JAKARTA (AP) — President Suharto on Monday asked 
Kuwait to consider giving aid to Indonesia, whose develop- 
ment plan has been hampered by inadequate infrastruc- 
ture. Mr. Suharto made the request during a meeting with 
Kuwait’s prime minister. Sheikh Saad Al Abdallah Al 
Salem Al Sabah, who aiso is the Kuwaiti crown prince. 
Briefing reporters on the meeting. State Secretariat Minis- 
ter Murdiono said Mr. Suharto specifically mentioned the 
state-owned aircraft factory, which needs funds to begin 
exporting its new turboprop jets on credit. Sheikh Saad will 
visit the aircraft factory Tuesday in the west Java capita! of 
Bandung. Sheikh Saad said Kuwait wants to invest in oil 
refinery and bridges projects iri Indonesia, Mr. Murdiono 
reported. He said senior officials of the two countries will 
meet again Tuesday to continue discussions on political and 
economic issues. The two leaders also touched on the latest 
development in the Middle East including the latest 
developments in Iraq. 
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Algerian president vows to fight violence 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Algerian President Li amine 
Zeroual pledged to fight vio- 
lence by Algeria’s armed Isla- 
mic groups during a weekend 
meeting with political parties 
to discuss this year’s pres- 
idential election. 

Presidential spokesman 
Mihoub Miboubi on Sunday 
quoted the president as tell- 
ing 15 parties and organisa- 
tions on Saturday that “the 
anti-terrorist struggle is con- 
tinuing and will continue.” 

The country has been tom 
by three years of violent 
attacks here by Islamic fun- 
damentalists targeting intel- 
lectuals, journalists and 
teachers which has left 30,0(X) 
people dead. 

“Those who assume re- 
sponsibility for terrorism 
have refused to make the 
slightest effort to stop it.” 
Mr. Miboubi quoted the 
president as saying. 

Mr. ZerouaJ was referring 
to two Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) leaders sent- 
enced to 12 years in prison 
but placed under house arrest 
in hopes they would appeal to 
aimed Islamic groups to stop 
their attacks. They have re- 


portedly been returned to 
prison. 

President Zeroual also 
reiterated that presidential 
elections would take place as 
planned before the end of the 
year despite opposition from 
four parties, said Mr. 
Miboubi 

“The presidential vote has 
been scheduled and will take 
place because Algeria cannot 
surrender to a permanent 
political crisis, 7 * the president 
reportedly said. 

The four parties calling for 
a delay signed in January a 
so-called “national contract” 
— a platform for talks with 
the government drawn up at 
a meeting in Rome, and re- 
jected by Algeria’s military- 
backed regime. 

The four are the National 
Liberation Front (FLN, the 
former ruling party ), th e 
Socialist Forces' Front (FFS), 
the Movement for Democra- 
cy in Algeria (MDA) and the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (MRI-A1 Nahda). 

The communist Al Ubaha- 
di movement has also said it 
opposed elections. 

Another party which he 
did not name remained 


“sceptical," said Mr. 
Mihoubi. 

But five parties and four 
civilian organisations includ- 
ing the powerful UGTA 
trade union had backed the 
idea of an election, said Mr. 
Miboubi. 

Since March 27, Mr. 
Zeroual has held meetings 
with 11 parties and four orga- 
nisations to discuss condi- 
tions for holding an election. 

Islamic extremists began a 
virtual civil war against the 
secular regime after the gov- 
ernment cancelled a 1992 
general election the now- 
outlawed FIS was poised to 
win. 

The army, in a separate 
statement, said rebels had 
suffered “stiff blows” and 
were now trapped like a “rat 
locked inside an electrified 
iron cage.”- 

Mr. Zeroual, in a state- 
ment after he met political 
groups concerning plans for a 
presidential election later this 
year, said: “It is for those 
who opted for crime and des- 
truction against the nation to 
stop these acts.” 

At this moment, and only 
at this moment, all prospects 


will be opened for national 
reconciliation with all the 
parties." Mr. ZerouaJ said in 
the statement carried by the 
national news Agency APS. 

“The state is still awaiting 
every sincere initiative, au- 
thentically Algerian and con- 
structive to end the blood- 
shed of Algerians," Mr. 
Zeroual, who has pledged to 
hold elections later this year, 
said. 
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The army, in a rare state- 
ment, said it had gained the 
upper hand over the mili- 
tants. 

"Everywhere they are 
holed up — in mountains, 
villages or in towns — terror- 
ist groups suffered stiff blows 
at the hand of the defenders 
of Algeria's independence 
and unity,” the army added 
in a commentary carried by 
APS. • 


Algerian newspapers to- -V 
ported last month that the . 
army had made sweeping . 
attacks on militants and had 
killed at least 2,800 of them. 
The government broadly 
hinted that the reports were j 
true although it never pt°" >1 
vided details. 
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Temperatures are expected fo 
drop and humidity to rise under the 
effect of a depression that will 
affect the Kingdom. Clouds will 
build up at different altituldcs with 
a chance of showers in the northern 
and central parts of the Kingdom, 
and winds becoming westerly ac- 
tive. In Aqaba, skies will be ; 
cloudy, wmds southerly 
and seas rough. 


MmJMax. temp. 

Amman - 15/22 

Aqaba 18 / 31 

Deserts 12725 

Jordan Valley 16/28 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 26, Aqaba 36, Humidity 
readings: Amman 24 per cent. 
Aqaba 20 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhles Mazahn 820425 

Dr. Jamal Jbarah 847351 

Dr. Abdul Wahab Awad ... 846070 

Dr. Ahmad Ottoman 786348 

Fms pharmacy 66191 2 

Ftsdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairouib pharmacy 623672 

Nnjib pharmacy 847632 

iRBnfc 

Dr. Akram Momani 248795 

Alqudsphannaqr ( — ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. issaAl Omari 901266 

KhaHfch pharmacy 985417 

emergencies 

Fbod Control Centre 637111 

Ova Defence Department 661111 

CrvO Defence Immediate 

R «o« 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic PoHce 896390 

Pab&Seamty Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 6611% 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 II 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calk 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

EJedric Power 
Company 


RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen AHa Inti. Airport 08-53200 


AQABA: 

Princess Hays Hospital 


HOSPITALS 


(Q3P141II 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amo 

644281/6 

AkOeh Maternity, J. Ann. 

642441/2 

jabai Amman Maternity .... 642362 

MaQbs.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Sfamebani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 6f 


, 667227/9 

Tbc Islamic. A Mali 666127/37 

AI-AhK, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Mtihajrcen ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Marks 89161 t/XS 

Queen Aha Hospital 686100 

Atoal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 


7?! is information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at tbc Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. 

5. where it should always , 

Bed. 


Ibn Situ Hospital (09)986732 

AIHftnja Modem Hopital (09)990990 

fRpTTV 

Princess Banna HospM (02)275555 

Greek Catholic I 

(02)247100 



ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

•8:39 Damascus (RJ j 

HklS Aqaba (RJ) 

I«S Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

l(fc55 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

11:25 Doha, Bahrain i RJ) 

11‘JB Madrid (add) (RJ) 

17:35 London (RJ) 

17:45 Frankfurt (RJ) 

1L3* ... Chicago. Amsterdam I RJ) 

22J8 Cairo (RJ) 

22*5 Vienna (add) (RJ) 

•M5 Vfcraa(RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

•52* Vienna (OS) 

MR Rome (AZ) 

21:00 AdenfDY) 

21*21 Beirut (ME) 

212# Amsterdam iKL) 

0 *5® Bucharest (RO) 

departures 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

05:30 Aqaba, Frankfurt (add) (RJ 

OfcOO Aqaba (RJ 

09:15 Amsterdam, New York (RJ 

*2£0 Montreal, Toronto (RJ) 

1245 Vienna, Brussels (RJ) 

Aqaba. Paris (RJ j 

12^5 ... Aqaba. Vienna (add) (RJ) 

Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

*3^0 London (RJ) 

1*:15 Cairo (RJ) 

Kuala Lumpur, Singapore (RJ) 

23:99 Larraca (RJ) 

23:59 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

OfcOO Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

0fc30 Damascus. Paris (AF) 

13^0 Vienna (OS) 

15^0 Damascus (A2A 

22.-W Aden(DY) 

00J5 Amsterdam (KL) 


•1:55 Bucharest (RO) 

HI! AZ RAILWAY 


TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8:00 every Moodsj 
Arr. PnmitN ‘ 

5:00 p.m. every Moflw 


7:30 a.m. every Sun** 
Arr- Amman 

5:00 p.m. every SmOT 


MARKET 

Upper/hwer price in fib per *& 


Apple 

Banana (Mukamnmr) 

Cabbage I30l]" 

canw!!..:::::::::; 

Cauliflower VVJS 

SSH::::: £s 

ant 

40 0®® 

Lemon 65®/*S 


- Marrow (saiaQt 
Onion (dry) 

fsm.=rmS 

or:— mg 







>*th _ 
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Her Royal Highness Princess Basma chats with children at the Nazzal Community Centre 
(Petra photo) 

Princess Basma stresses development 
at seminar on homemakers’ needs 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
ma Monday opened a semi- 
nar on the problems and 
needs of housewives at the 
community centre in N anai 
district by underlining the 
role of Jordanian women in 
social development. 

Co nun unity centres offer 
women the chance to take 
. part in various training and in 
programmes designed to 
promote social development 
m the country, said the Prin- 
cess in a brief address at the 
meeting. 


Success of development 
work cannot be achieved by 
mere studies, but rather 
through practical work in the 
field where all citizens have a 
chance to participate in serv- 
ing their country, said Prin- 
cess Basma. 

Referring to the social 
changes in the last few years, 
the Princess noted that 
women were more affected 
by these forces than any 
other segments of society. 

Sociologist Sari Nasser, 
president of the Community 
Centres Society, outlined the 


objectives of the group not- 
ing that they are based on the 
concept of voluntary work for 
the development of local 
communities. 

After the speeches. Prin- 
cess Basma opened an exhibi- 
tion displaying products such 
as flowers, garments and 
embroideries made by the 
community centre members. 

The two-day seminar is 
scheduled to discuss social 
issues and house wive’s needs, 
■ as well as the role of women 
in developing local communi- 
ties. 


trative and financial bar- ' 
rien. 

Under the protocol, also, 
the two countries pledge to 
cooperate in the fields of land 
transport, tourism and finan- 
cial markets. 

They agreed to convene a 
meeting of the directors of 
the financial markets in the 
two countries to decide on 
measures related to listing 
Bahraini companies’ opera- 
tions in the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) statements, 
and those of Jordan in the 
Bahraini financial market 
listing- 

The protocol expressed 
.Jordan's readiness to meet 
Bahrain's requirements of 
engineers, physicians and 


teachers, and voiced the 
Kingdom's keenness to 
promote bilateral relations 
and economic cooperation. 

Mr. Abul Ragbeb ex- 
tended an invitation to 
Bahrain to participate in the 
Amman Economic _Summit 

due to be held in Amman in 
October. 

The Bahraini officials 
accepted the invitation and 
promised their country's ac- 
tive participation at the pub- 
lic and private levels. 

After the signing of the 
protocol. Mr. Abul Ragheb 
inaugurated the Jordanian 
Industrial- .Fair- which is dis- 
playing samples of products 
by 45 Jordanian firms. 


Earth Week off to slow start 

RSCN chief calls for environmental action 

By Cathy King 
Jordan Times. Staff Reporter 

.AMMAN — Earth Week 
held at the American Embas- 
sy Monday began slowly: visi- 
tors to the companies’ exhibi- 
tion and attendants at the 
presentations, were few in 
number. 

“It has been slow today, 
but it should pick up during 
the week,’’ said an embassy 
official. “The best day is ex- 
pected to be the last day 
(Thursday) when school chil- 
dren will be presenting pro- 
jects on the environment. We 


expect there fo be as many as 
5,000 visitors,” she said. 

Royal Society for the Con- 
servation of Nature (RSCN) 
President Anis Muasher 
launched the symposium with 
a keynote address. His 
speech emphasised the need 
for immediate action and an 
end to conferences and semi- 
nars that have resulted in 
notiiing. 

. “There is a problem of 
unplementation. If we are to 
show^ we are serious about 
building up Jordan, we must 
start implementing the 
theoretics" which have been 
regularly debated over the 
^ .three years, Mr. Muasher 
said. 

He urged that the National 
Strategy for the Conservation 
°t Nature, which was drawn 
U P in 1990, be put into imple- 
mentation given that the new 
Wa of peace will herald 
tnore tourists, more indus- 
t*y and more production, (re- 
nting in) more consump- 
hon. And unless we know 
^toat we’re doing and unless 
! we create sustainable de- 
velopment, we could destroy 
our beautiful Jordan." 

In his speech Mr. Muasher 
traced the history of the 
Kingdom’s environmental 
effort which began over 30- 
years ago when His Majesty 
King Hussein invited a group 


of environmentalists to Jor- 
dan. 

But in the recent past, Mr. 
Muasher said that the numer- 
ous conferences and seminars 
had not prevented the Talal 
Dam from becoming pol- 
luted, the Amman, Dhleil 
and Jaffa basins from becom- 
ing saline and the virtual 
salinity of Azraq basin. 

Urbanisation has des- 
troyed 25 per cent of agri- 
cultural land, he said. “Had 
there been some forethought 
and planning, and we had' 
moved 25 kilometres to the 
east we would have saved it,” 
Mr. Muasher stated. 

In addition and on the 
topic of bio-diversity, he said 
that grazing land which 
formerly constituted the 
“green cover,” or the vegeta- 
tion area between the desert 
and agricultural land, had 
been destroyed. 

“This belt forms 12 per 
cent of Jordan. It was grazing 
land, but it has been des- 
troyed through ploughing.” 
Ploughing has been carried 
out to prove ownership, he 
said, adding that the only 
part of this area that has been 
preserved is now within the 
nature reserves. 

On a more positive track, 
Mr. Muasher noted with en- 
thusiasm the recent introduc- 
tion of unleaded gasoline, but 
hoped that all “oil for cars” 
would soon be using it. 

Meanwhile, Friends of En- 
vironment member and eco- 
nomics specialist Rasim 
Abdul Rahim believed the 
inclusion of an exhibition of 
companies’ products during 
Earth Week, was to instil 
greater awareness of the im- 
portance of the environment 
to the business Community- 

Protection of the environ- 
ment, Mr. Rahim asserted, is 
beneficial to the economy. 

Western technology, he 
said, is available to the King- 


dom and could be developed 
and moulded to suit the coun- 
try’s needs. Mr. Rahim sug- 
gested that there should be 
concentration upon technolo- 
gy used in waste manage- 
ment, water resources man- 
agement and recycling. 

If Western technology is 
imported and to its specifica- 
tions’ features are added to 
produce technology more 
compatible with local society. 
Mr. Rahim affirmed, that the 
level of industrial technology 
would be raised, production 
levels would be increased and 
national output boosted, all 
leading to an increase in dis- 
posable income. 

“This then gives a real 
value to GDP (Gross Domes- 
tic Product) and GNP (Gross 
National Product)," he said. 

But he criticised the pri- 
vate sector for not taking the 
initiative, for failing to be 
creative or innovative. The 
private sector, he said, has 
become dependent on exter- 
nal assistance and policy 
makers. This, he said, was 
proved by the low attendance 
of private sector representa- 
tives on the first day of Earth 
Week. 

“Only 30 people came to 
view the exhibition. There 
may be something to learn 
here,” Mr. Rahim said, de- 
scribing the private sector as 
lacking innovative “invest- 
ment.” 

Earth Week, held at the 
American Embassy, will con- 
tinue today (Tuesday) be- 
tween 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. and 
on Wednesday and Thursday 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The subject heading of to- 
day’s presentations is bio- 
diversity and pollution prob- 
lems, while Wednesday will 
focus on waste problems and 
recycling and Thursday has 
been dedicated to environ- 
mental projects undertaken 
by the Kingdom's youth. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EARTH WEEK 

ft Earth Week activities (consisting of an 
exhibition of catalogues by major 
environment-oriented companies, student 
and school presentations, business semi- 
nars for professionals, electronic dialogues 
between experts in the U.S. and their 


Jordanian counterparts, public awareness 
demonstration and more) at the Amer- 
ican Center. 

FILM 

ft Iranian film entitled “Bashu” at 
Abdul Hameed Sfaoman Foundation at 
7 GO p.m. 


PSD breaks 5 murder cases - — official 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN - The Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
Monday announced that 
since January Amman police 
have arrested several sus- 
pects in connection with 
separate murders and two 
additional crimes. 

Amman Police Chief Bri- 
gadier General Adel 
Armouti told a press confer- 
ence held at PSD headquar- 
ters in Abdali that since the 
beginning of the year police 
have solved five murder cases 
and arrested suspects in 
armed robbery and forgery 
cases. 

Brig. Gen. Aimouti said 
police apprehended several 
suspects in connection with 
the double murder of a 28- 
year-old woman and her six- 
month -old child who were 
found stabbed to death in the 
Shmeisani area on March IS. 

“We are gathering evi- 
dence (in the double murder 
case), and when we feel that 
all our procedures are com- 
pleted we will announce the 
result of our investigations,” 
he said. 

In another murder case, he 
said, three people suspected 


of shooting and killing a 24- 
year-old student in Yajouz 
area were arrested. 

According to the police 
official, the three suspects, 
pretending to be secret 
police, lured the couple 
away, demanded money from 
the victim, Mohammad 
Ghanem, then shot him in 
the head. 

In the third case, Brig.- 
Gen. Armouti said, on April 
12, a body of an Egyptian 
national was found dumped 
in a farm area in Sahab. 
According to the official, the 
body of Mazen Mohammad 
had several stab wounds. 

“Our investigations led us 
to s us pea, also an Egyptian 
national, who later confessed 
to killing Mr. Mohammad to 
avenge an old incident." 

Brig. Gen- Armouti said 
that another incident which 
was solved recently involved 
a 62-year-old woman who 
was found stabbed to death in 
her apartment in Jabal 
Nasser. 

“Preliminary investigations 
indicated that the fiance of 
the victim's daughter was the 
primary suspect, and after 
questioning him be confes- 
sed," Brig.-Gen. Armouti 
said adding that theft was the 


motive behind the crime. 

The official added that the 
remaining two murders were 
crimes of honour. One occur- 
red in Naour, and another in 
Marka, he said. The official, 
however would not reveal de- 
tails of either of the case. 

Brig.-Gen. Armouti said 
that two people were arrested 
and charged with armed rob- 
bery of a jewelleiy shop in 
Jabal Nazal. 

He said the shop owner 
was in his store when the two 
suspects entered and deman- 
ded to see a set of jewellery. 

One of the suspects struck 
the owner with an objea, 
said the official. 

"The shopowner resisted 
the men and they fled the 
scene,” he said, adding that 
the shop owner had drawn his 
gun and gone after the in- 
truders. f 

“He shot twice at them, 
but unfortunately a seven- 
year-old child who was stand- 
ing nearby was hit with a 
stray bullet. The child sur- 
vived," he said. 

The police chief also re- 
ported that three people were 
apprehended and charged 
with the theft of official docu- 
ments from the Department 


of Passports and Civil Reg- 
istration in Sweileh. 

According to the police 
chief, the suspects hid in the 
department and waited until 
working hours were over, 
then stole 10 passports, 10 
family books, and 150 identi- 
ty cards. 

He said that the suspects 
used one identification card 
to cash a JD 3,500 cheque. 

However, the men were 
caught in the second attempt 
when they were trying to cash 
a JD 7,500. 

Police retrieved all the 
stolen documents. 

The police official also re- 
viewed the situation of crime 
in Jordan since January 
saying that “crime happens in 
every society, and our society 
is safe taking into considera- 
tion the rapid changes that 
are affecting our region.” 

Since the beginning of the 
year and until April 16. there 
were 5,977 crimes in the 
Kingdom. 

/ 

“We conduaed a srudy- 
which revealed that sharp ob- 
jects such as knives and 
switchblades were used in 
most crimes," Brig. Gen. 
Armouti said. 

Therefore, he added, ston- 


ing April 1, the PSD will 
monitor people with previous 
criminal records to see if they 
are carrying sharp objects. 

"The law is on out side, 
and there are articles in the 
law that stipulate that we can 
seize such objects and 
apprehend anyone who car- 
ries them and present them to 

court," he said. 

\ 

The police chief called on 
the press to take a more 
responsible role when cover- 
ing murder cases. 

“Recently some newspap- 
ers published inaccurate in- 
formation on some murders, 
and in some incidents it dis- 
tracted our investigation 
course," Brig. Gen. Armouti 
said, stressing that the. au- 
thorities respect the freedom 
of the press and its right to 
publish anything it wants as 
long as it does not interfere 
with the investigation proce- 
dures. 

“We hope that the media 
will take into consideration 
the circumstances of every 
case especially if the informa- 
tion that is published could 
serve the suspects," he said. 

He further added that 
citizens also play a major role 
in crime prevention. 


Arab contractors open 3-day meeting 

Government seeks to update contracting laws 


Bahrain, Jordan upgrade trade protoco 

MANAMA (Petra) — Jor- 
dan and Bahrain have agreed 
to exempt their exchanged 
agricultural and industrial 
products from import fees 
and all other customs duty. 

The agreement was con- 
tained in a new protocol 
signed Monday in Manama 
by Minister of Industry and 
Trade AH Abul Ragheb and 
Bahraini Minister of Trade 
and Agriculture Habib Qas- 
sem following talks over the 
last two days. 

The new protocol, which 
updates one signed in 1975, . 
urges the two sides to exert 
efforts to facilitate the flow of 
agricultural and industrial 
products between them and 
remove ail related adminis- 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
government is re-examining 
laws and regulations applic- 
able to the contracting indus- 
try with a view to bringing 
them in line with modem 
requirements and interna- 
tional developments. Minis- 
ter of Public Works and 
Housing Abdul Razzaq En- 
sour said. 

Opening a three-day con- 
ference organised by the 
Arab Contractors Union in 
cooperation with the Jorda- 
nian Contractors Association 
(JCA), the minister said that 
the contracting sector in Jor- 
dan has contributed signifi- 
cantly towards promoting the 
national economy over recent 
years. 

In 1994 alone, this sector 
invested JD 117 million in 


construction and infrastruc- 
ture projects benefiting other 
sectors in the country, said 
the minister. 

Highlighting the govern- 
ment's continued coopera- 
tion with the JCA, Dr. En- 
sour noted that the contraa- 
ing sector is currently em- 
ploying nearly 20 per cent of 
the Jordanian workforce and 
contributing by at least 10 per 
cent to the Kingdom's gross 
domestic product. 

If the last four years wit- 
nessed a boom in activities of 
the construction and con- 
tracting sector, the years 
ahead are expect ecd to open 
up greater opportunities in 
view of the expanding Jorda- 
nian economy and the greater 
.. role given to the private sec- 
tor, the minister said. 
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Minister of Pnbiic Works and Honsing Prime Minister and Minister of Informa- 
Abdnl Razzaq Ensoar (second left) opens tion Khaled Karnfci who deputised for .His 
the Arab Contractors Union conference in Royal Highness Crown ■’ Prince Haspfti 
Amman. To Dr. Ensoor*s right is Deputy (Petra photo) 


Jordan negotiates with international firms 

M * 

on use of shale oil to produce electricity 


By P.V. Vfvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan is 
negotiating with interna- 
tional companies on the use 
of shale oil to produce elec- 
tricity and shale ashes in the 
construction industry, 
according to Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources Samih Darwazeh. 

The move to “bum’’ 
shale rock to generate pow- 
er came after Jordan found 
that extracting shale oil was 
economically infeasible in 
view of the low internation- 
al price of oil. 

Jordan is estimated to 
have at least 40 billion ton- 
nes of shale rocks with an 
average 10 per cent content 
of oil by weight. But it costs 
about $22 to $25 per barrel 


of oil, much bigher than the 
international price of crude 
oil, the minister said in an 
interview with the Jordan 
Times. 

Several countries, includ- 
ing China and some of the 
former Soviet republics, 
conduaed research and stu- 
dies on Jordanian shale in 
the late 80s. At that time it 
was found that it could cost 
around $18 to produce a 
barrel of shale oil while the 
crude prices in the interna- 
tional market were dramati- 
cally declining. 

In addition, oil shale ex- 
traction also needs a very 
high level of investment. 

Subsequently, the gov- 
ernment commissioned a 
study on the technical and 
economic feasibility of the 


Students plan unity rally, but 
university officials say ‘timing is 
inappropriate’ 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Student Union 
at the University of Jordan Mon- 
day said it will pursue its quest to 
organise a rally to call for nation- 
al unity among students next 
Wednesday following ethnic 
clashes on campus over a week 
ago, despite the university admi- 
nistration's rejection to allow the 
rally. 

The April 5 dashes between 
students of Said and Circassian 
origin left 20 students injured 
and was followed by a smaller 
brawl in which three people were 
injured. Community leaders’ in- 
terference to solve the problem 
failed. 

During a press conference 
Monday at the university. Stu- 
dent Union members conde- 
mned the “regrettable events" 
that occurred on their campus 
and said that they have a “quick 
plan of action to try to solve the 
conflict.” 

One of the main aims of our 
newly elected -student body was 
to form a programme to solve the 
problem (hat occurred between 
small groups of students at the 
university," a Student Union 
statement said. 

The statement charged that 
the events oould have been mini- 
mised if people from outside the 
university had not interfered, re- 
ferring to the attempts by com- 
munity leaders to bring the situa- 
tion to .an end. 

“The Student Union felt that 


the clashes were limited and that 
the conflict could have been 
solved within the university pre- 
mises, but parties from outside 
the university interfered in the 
case,” the statement said. 

This, the statement main- 
tained, hindered the Student Un- 
ion’s efforts to end the conflict 
peacefully and at the same time it 
instigated both parties involved 
and augmented the incident 
which “reflected negatively on 
our national unity." 

The Student Union also 
faulted the university administra- 
tion in mishandling the situation 
accusing it of practising oppres- 
sion instead of focusing on more 
important issues. 

The Student Union statement 
■said that the administration re- 
jected their bid to conduct a rally 
because outside pressure on the 
university prevented-' it from 
approving such a gathering. 

A university official, however, 
told the Jordan Times Monday 
that the reason the university 
administration rejected the rally 
was that “it is not the right time 
for it.” . 

“The atmosphere is still tense, 
and such a gathering might spark 
an incident. We do not want to 
take any chances.” the official 
said. 

According to the official, more 
than 30 students have been ques- 
tioned so far, and dozens more 
are expected to be questioned in 
connection with the brawls. It 
might take some time ‘before the 
investigations are completed, the 
official added. 


direa combustion of shale 
oil for power generation. 

The finding of the study 
was largely in favour of 
Jordan using its shale 
wealth to produce energy, 
and it recommended that a 
pilot projea be set up. 

Mr. Darwazeh said: “At 
this stage we are negotiat- 
ing with certain American, 
Swedish and Australian 
companies” on direa com- 
bustion of oil shale. 

The general focus of the 
discussions is the ‘buy, own 
and transfer" mechanism 
under which the contracted 
company will invest its own 
funds and operate the facili- 
ties and will transfer the 
equipment to Jordanian 
ownership after the con- 
tract period. Further details 
of the negotiations were not 
immediately available. 

“Once we find that it is 
economically feasible ... af- • 


ter comparing the cost with 
our present costs of produc- 
tion ... we will use oil shale 
to generate electricity,” the 
minister said. "Of course 
we have to bear in mind 
that oil shale is our natural 
resource while we are im- 
porting oil from abroad." 

An additional advantage 
of direa combustion of oil 
shale is that the shale ashes 
could be used in the con- . 
struction industry, he 
noted. 

“Some technologies show 
that these ashes could be 
used for building roads, 
making bricks etc." he said. 
“We are studying ail possi- 
bilities." 

Mr. Darwazeh said any 
increase in the use of A1 
Risheh gas to generate elec- 
tricity would come only af- 
ter a newly-set up 
government-owned com- 
- mercial firm conducts thor- . 


ough studies. 

At present, the Risheh 
gas well produces 30 io 35 
million cubic feet to run gas 
turbines. The power pro- 
duced at the Risheh facili- 
ties represents about 18 per 
cent of Jordan's annual 
needs. 

The deposits at Risheh. 
estimated at 215 billion 
cubic feet, are enough to 
maintain the present output 
for the next 10 years, said 
Mr. Darwazeh. 

Gas has been discovered 
at another site, about 50 
kilometres from Al Risheh, 
but the deposits there have 
not been definitely estab- 
lished. 

“We have good signs that 
we have gas” in the area, 
Mr. Darwazeh said. “We 
have to decide now whether 
to use it immediately or 
keep it as reserve. Agin, it 
-is an economic decision.”. 


Writers tire of debate on normalisation 


By Sa’eda Kikmi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Some Jordanian 
writers called for ending the 
current debate over norma- 
lisation because they see the 
conflict as negatively affect- 
ing the cultural atmosphere 
of the country. 

In a seminar held at the 
Jordanian Arab Democratic 
Party headquarters on Sun- 
day evening, prominent wri- 
ters expressed their dis- 
appointment over what they 
termed as the futile debate 
over normalisation that is 
being waged at all levels and 
in al! organisations and 
movements, and contended 
that normalisation can be 
mainly fought by liberating 
the Arab mind. 

Prominent writer Mu'nis 
Razzaz, former president of 
the Jordanian Writers Asso- 
ciation (JWA), said some 
writers, who are holding the 
banners of anti- 
normaiisation, have wasted 
the time and efforts of the 
JWA’s former administrative 
committee engaging in recur- 
rent squabblings- 

Instead, Mr. Razzaz said, 
writers and the public as well 
should have concentrated on 
tackling the main social and 


political problems that 
dominate the ‘Arab societies. 

According to Mr. Razzaz, 
a columnist at Al Dustour 
Arabic daily, normalisation 
can only be combatted 
through die liberation of the 
Arab mentality and through 
encouraging intellectuals and 
writers to be more produaive 
and -creative. 

“For 500 years, the Arab 
mind has been living in the 
darkness." he said. “Ibda’ 
(creativity) has been linked 
with bida'a (false religious 
beliefs) in the past, and the 
instigators of bida’a were 
considered blasphemous and 
deserving of death penalty." 

“Hie issue now is not how 
do we combat normalisation, 
it is how do we combat the 
pastural and agricultural 
mentality," he added. “If we 
just try to rid ourselves of the 
cold war mentality that 
dominates our lives, our poli- 
tical parties and our move- 
ments... we will be able to 
combat normalisation. 7 ’ 

Mr. Razzaz did not give a 
definition of the word norma- 
lisation. Instead he relayed 
that task to women’s activist 
Huda Fakhouri who defined 
normalisation as having any 
direa contact with the Israeli 
Zionist institutions. 

Mr. Razzaz explained: 


“We have had three very 
long conferences at the asso- 
ciation to discuss what do we 
mean by normalisation, and 
every time we reach a dead 
end and we start again from 
zero. I’m sick of the word 
normalisation. I see it every- 
where, at night and in my 
daydreams." 

One of die participants at 
the two-hour meeting asked 
whether writers have a good 
knowledge of Israeli litera- 
ture, culture or politics. 

Writer Hashem Gharaibeh 
said, no. 

“We have not made an 
effort to know anything ab- 
out our enemy, while they 
(Israelis) have conduaed 
thousands of studies on us 
and know the smallest de- 
tails,” Mr. Gharaibeh said. 

Another participant asked 
whether normalisation of re-; 
lations should be combatted 
with all Israelis or some of 
them or only with politicians.' 

“Who is the target? Is it 
the Jew himself/herself? Is it 
the politicians or the Zionist' 
movement? If the Jordanian' 
regime occupied another 
land, does that mean that all. 
Jordanians approve this poli- 
cy?" the participant asked. 

There have been no clear- 
cut answers to all these ques- ' 
tions. 


i .. 
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World News 


Filipino foreign secretary Fire u in Taiwan 

»p a mrr / a m rr J 


resigns in maid case 


MANILA (AP) — In a move 
to mollify his critics. Presi- 
dent Fidel Ramos Monday 
announced he has accepted 
the resignation of Foreign 
Secretary Roberto Romuto, 
who has been under fire in 
the wake of the hanging of a 
Filipino maid in Singapore 
last month. 

Mr. Ramos said in a 
nationally televised press 
conference that he accepted 
Mr. Romulo’s resignation 
“with deep regret” and 
appointed the Philippine 
Ambassador to Japan, 
Domingo Siazon, as Mr. 
Romulo’s successor. Mr. 
Romulo will remain in office 
until April 30 and Mr. Siazon 
will take over on May 1, Mr. 
Ramos said. 

Mr. Ramos, however, still 
has not decided on whether 
to accept the resignation of 
Labour Secretary Nieves 
Confesor, who has also come 
under pressure to resign over 
the banging of Filipina maid 
Flor Contemplacion. 

Mrs. Contemplacion was 
banged on March 17 for the 
1991 killing of fellow Filipina 
maid Delia Maga and her 
4-year-old Singaporean ward, 
Nicholas Huang. Many Filipi- 
nos believe she was framed. 

Ms. Confesor is chair- 
woman of tbe governing 
board of the International 
Labour Organisation (DLO). 
Mario Caiman, a spokesman 
of the DLO office in Manila, 
said removing Ms. Confesor 
“will not look good interna- 
tionally.” 

Ms. Confesor has said she 
has a “standing" offer to 
resign since joining the 
Ramos cabinet in June 1992. 

“I just keep working and 
see if mine is die next head to 
roll,’' she said. “I guess the 
issue here is not competence 
nor effectivity. Do you really 
have to sack a person just to 
appease?" 

Mr. Ramos has been under 
pressure to remove both Mr. 
Romulo and 'Ms. Confesor- 
His political opponents have 


used the Maga- 
Contempladon case as an 
election issue against admi- 
nistration candidates in the 
May S election. 

The administration is sensi- 
tive to criticisms about the 3 
million Filipinos working 
overseas from relatives at 
home. Filipino overseas 
workers contribute about SI 
billion to the economy yearly 
in remittances. 

Sen. Bias Ople, chairman 
of the Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations, supported 
Mr. Ramos' move, saying it 
was a “signal" that foreign 
policy should now begin serv- 
ing the millions of Filipinos 
working abroad. 

“1 hope that in the future it 
will not be necessaiy for the 
president to carry out a pog- 
rom of the cabinet everytime’ 
a mishap occurs to placate 
public anger over the way 
Filipinos abroad are mistre- 
ated by host countries." Mr. 
Ople said. 

The two officials have been 
criticised for not giving 
enough support to Mrs. Con- 
templacion. 

Thousands demonstrated 
at the Singapore embassy to 
protest the hanging despite 
appeals to stay the execution 
to present purported “new 
evidence" to prove her inno- 
cence. 

A presidential commission 
that investigated the Maga- 
Contemplacion case said in a 
report submitted to Mr.. 
Ramos two weeks ago that 
Mr. Romulo and Ms. Con- 
fesor have become ineffective 
in their posts and recom- 
mended firing about a dozen 
other officials. 

Last week, Mr. Ramos 
fired the former ambassador 
to Singapore, suspended the 
current envoy and seven 
other labour and foreign 
affairs officials for negligence 
and incompetence. 

He also ordered state pro- 
secutors to consider criminal 
charges against them and two 
other former heads of the 
Overseas Workers Welfare 


Administration. 

Mr. Ramos made no refer- 
ence to the Contemplacion 
case in accepting the Romu- 
lo’s resignation, which was 
made two weeks ago. 

He commended Mr. 
Romulo for his expertise, 
managerial skills, integrity 
and professionalism in direct- 
ing the government’s di- 
plomatic thrust of strengthen 
economic ties with other 
countries. 

In a breaking voice, Mr. 
Romulo later told reporters 
that the uproar over the 
hanging of Mrs. Contempla- 
cion has derailed the focus of 
the nation in developing the 
economy. He also said the 
government has come under 
unfair criticism by political 
opponents of Mr. Ramos. 

“It is my desire now that 
the country will be able to see 
the situation from a cooler 
and more objective perspec- 
tive," Mr. Romulo said. “I 
hope that the partisan politics 
surrounding the Maga- 
Contemplarion case will sub- 
side." 

“In my heart of hearts, the 
Maga-Contemplacion case,- 
tragic though it may be and 
serious though it is, I felt that 
it detracted from the overall 
ambition and the actual per- 
formance of this administra- 
tion. So I felt that if we can 
put this to rest with my res- 
ignation, so let it be." 

Relations between the Phi- 
lippines and Singapore has 
bren severely strained since 
the hanging, but both Mr. 
Ramos and Prime Minister 
Goh Chok Tong appeared 
recently to be trying to patch 
them up. 

The two agreed to send 
Singaporean forensic experts 
to examine the remains of 
Delia Maga. who was said to 
have been strangled to death. 

Filipino medical examiners 
from the National Bureau of 
Investigation, however, said 
Mrs. Maga was severely 
beaten and was strangulated 
merely to finish her off. 


TAIPEI (AP) Fire swept 
through a Taipei nightclub 
before dawn Monday, killing 
11 people and injuring 13 in 
the second major club blaze 
this year. Police suspected 
arson. 

One man was burned to 
death at the door of an eleva- 
tor in the Hymns Of Happi- 
ness Karaoke dub, and 10 
others who escaped via a 
stairway died after being hos- 
pitalised for smoke inhala- 
tion, police said. 

Three of the injured were 
listed in critical condition, 
they. said. 

It was the latest in a series 
of deadly fires in recent 
years, and renewed questions 
about Taiwan's fire safety 
standards, criticised as lax 
after 64 people died in Febru- 
ary in the island's deadliest 
blaze. 

Police were looking for a 
man suspected of tossing a 
firebomb into tbe lobby of 
the five-story building, start- 
ing the fire, officer Oung 
Ching-Hu told reporters. The 
dub was on the top three 
floors. A beauty parlor on 
tbe first two floors also was 
gutted. 

State radio quoted bar 
waitresses as saying a man, 
thought to be a disgruntled 
customer, bad threatened to 
set fire to the club. It did not 
elaborate. 

The dub contained 39 cus- 


tomers and employees, most- 
ly young people, and 15 
escaped or were rescued un- 
hurt, police said. 

“We were singing in a 
room and suddenly it went all 
black," survivor Lin Mei-Hui 
told the radio. “The smoke 
was so thick that we could not 
find the exit." 

Ms. Lin said she and two 
friends escaped unharmed 
from the fifth floor by climb- 
ing down an outdoor adver- 
tising billboard. 

Fire officer Chang Ching- 
Rung said tbe club used 
flammable materials in its 
partitions and decorations 
but otherwise met safety 
standards. 

The club was licensed as a 
food store and bad been fined 
nine times — a total of 
168,000 Taiwan dollars 
($6,500) — over the past two 
years for operating a karaoke 
bar instead, officials said. 

Taipei Mayor Chen Shui- 
Bian expressed regret for the 
fire and said that a crack- 
down against illegal 
businesses which violate safe- 
ty or zoning codes would 
continue, but could take 
some time. 

“There are just too many 
of them," he said. 

City councilors accused 
Mr. Chen of failing to fulfil 
promises to improve safety in 
the capital. 

Karaoke clubs offer rooms 
for hire in which customers 



Firefighters climb up to the Kuai ho Sung Karaoke Club, in an 
attempt to rescue people from a blaze in 'downtown Taipie (AFP 
photo) 


sing-along to taped music on 
TV. The clubs have suffered 
at least five deadly fires in 
four years. 

Critics say that fire precau- 
tions have been neglected in 


Taiwan’s rapid economic 
growth, which has created a 
thriving but crowded urban 
nightlife. Officials figures 
show fire deaths rose from 
250 in 1991 to 371 last year. 


Asia’s Davids begin defying Chinese Goliath 


French Channel ferry starts to sink 
after passengers , crew . evacuate 


SAINT HELIER, Jersey 
(AFP) — A French ferry 
which ran into difficulties as 
it was carrying 307 passengers 
to Jersey in the Channel Is- 
lands began sinking Monday 
after the vessel was evacu- 
ated. 

Five crew memebrs who 
had remained aboard to take 
part in a towing operation 


have now left the ship, the 
Saint Malo, port authorities 
in Jersey’s capital. Saint 
Helier, said. 

About 16 of the passengers 
were slightly injured during a 
large-scale rescue operation 
after the ship sprang a leak in 
rough seas off the self- 
governing Channel Islands, 
which are> British crown 


property. ' 

Die injured, who suffered 
fractures, were being taken 
to hospital, the St. Helier 
Coast Guards added. Other 
passengers were being tre- 
ated for shock. 

Those needing treatment 
were evacuated by helicop- 
ters and a British Royal Navy 
ship. 


BEUING (AFP) — China’s 
neighbours, while deeply 
worried over its ambitions in 
the region, are in growing 
numbers starting to openly 
defy the Asian giant. 

The visit of the Tibetan 
religious leader, the Dalai 
Lama, to Japan for the first 
time in 11 years in early April 
was among the latest in a list 
of instances demonstrating a 
change in the attitude of 
Asia’s Davids towards the 
Chinese Goliath. 

Japan chose to ignore a 
Chinese warning delivered 
beforehand. 

“We call upon Japan not to 
allow the Dalai Lama’s visit 
and to prevent a deteriora- 
tion in bilateral relations," 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Chen Jian had said on the eve • 
of the Tibetan leader’s visit. 

It was not tiie first instance 
of the Japanese taking a dim 
view of Chinese diktat In 
October, they had allowed 
Taiwanese Vice-Premier Hsu 
Li-Teh to be present at tbe 
Hiroshima Asian Games, 
ignoring repeated Chinese 
protests. 

But by granting a visa to 
the Dalai Lama, the 1989 
Nobel Peace laureate, Japan 


seemed to be confirming its 
determination to stand up to 
China, thereby exposing the 
limits of Beijing's diplomatic 
strategy based on threats, 
according to analysts here. 

“The Japanese calculations 
clearly paid off, because Qiao 
Shi (chairman of tbe National 
People’s Congress) went 
ahead with his visit to Japan 
on the heels of the Dalai 
Lama, and the ' Japanese 
Prime Minister, Tomiichi 
Moray am a, will come to Chi- 
na in May," an Asian diplo- 
mat said. 

The Philippines, for its 
part, appeared to be holding 
out against China over tbe 
vexed issue of the Spratly 
Islands in the South China 
Sea, claimed wholly or partly 
by the two countries as well 
as Brunei, Malaysia, Taiwan 
and Vietnam. 

Manila, which had kept a 
low profile on what has 
emerged as the burning ques- 
tion in tbe South East Asian 
region, recently sent its naval 
vessels to destroy some struc- 
tures built by the Chinese on 
several disputed atolls. 

Instead of making loud 
protests as was its wont until 


recently, Beijing this time 
curiously contented itself 
with a public denunciation of 
what it called Manila's “futile 
actions." 

“None wants to, or can, 
challenge Beijing in the re- 
gion but an increasing num- 
ber of countries are realising 
that it is dangerous for them and 
for regional stability if they 
were to keep kowtowing to 
the Chinese dragon,” the 
Asian diplomat said. 

“It seems the Asian coun- 
tries are taking at its word the 
Chinese government's asser- 
tion that ’the world needs 
China and China needs the 
world’,’* a Western diplomat 
said. 

China is at present concen- 
trating on comprehensive 
modernisation and therefore 
needs to multiply its trade 
and economic contacts with is 
neighbours, the diplomat 
added. 

Other observers say the 
regional rebellion stems from 
the uncertainties besetting 
the Communist regime which 
is anxiously awaiting the pas- 
sing of the 90-year-old pat- 
riarch Deng Xiaoping, who 
has not be seen in public for 
14 months. 


The Chinese leadership, 
with state president and party 
chief Jiang Zemin as its head, 
has been weakened by inter- 
necine struggles and Asian 
countries are taking advan- 
tage of it to advance their 
own agenda, observers say. 

Even Indonesia, which had 
stayed out of the Spratlys 
dispute, has got in on the ad 
It has kindled a boundary 
dispute with China over the 
Natuna Islands dose to tire 
Spratyls. 

For its part, Taiwan, the 
island administered by the 
Nationalists which China 
claims as its own province, 
has kept up its aggressive 
quest for diplomatic contacts. 

Taiwanese President Lee 
Teng-Hui who had made a 
high-profile “private" visit to 
several South East Asian 
countries in early 1994, re- 
cently' went to tbe United 
Arab Emirates and Jordan. 

Mach to Beijing’s chagrin, 
he has few more “vacation” . 
plans up his sleeve, including 
a possible one to the United 
States, although Washington 
has until now resisted Mr. 
Lee’s overtures for fear of 
offending the Chinese. 


Dole: Foster nomination ‘in extremis’ U.S. admission on Vietnam causes Australian rift 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Two leading U.S. presiden- 
tial candidates on Sunday 
said passage of a constitution- 
al amendment to ban abor- 
tion was unlikely, but both 
suggested they would use 
their power if elected to limit 
access to tbe controversial 
procedure. 

“We all know that the 
there is not a consensus in tbe 
party or in the country to 
reform the constitution," said 
Sen. PhO Gramm on CBS’s 
Face The Nation. “Bat that 
doesn’t mean there aren’t 
things we can do.” 

His opponent for the Re- 
publican nomination in the 


1996 race. Senate majority 
leader Bob Dole, reflected 
similar views on NBC’s Meet 
The Press. 

Sen.. Dole, whose com- 
ments appeared aimed at 
conservatives who are 
angered by what they see as 
America's moral decline, said 
Dr. Henry Foster's bid to be 
surgeon general is aU but 
dead. 

Sen. Dole said it may not 
even get out of committee. 
“If it does, I'm not certain 
that I’ll call it up,” be said. 
*Td say the nomination is in 
extremis.* It’s not very viable 
right now.” 

Hearings are slated to be- 
gin on May 2 before tbe 


Senate Labour and Human 
Resources Committee. Only 
Dr. Foster and members of 
Congress will be called to 
testify. 

Dr. Foster has run into 
opposition on Capitol HiU for 
understating the number of 
abortions he has performed. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Gramm, 
reiterated his pledge to end 
affirmative action and ba- 
lance the federal budget by' 
the end of his first term u 
elected president. 

He refused to support the 
Clinton administration’s re- 
view of affirmative action, 
saying “the facts are in,” and 
vowing to end “quotas and 
set-asides. 


India’s Congress leaders in disarray 


NEW DELHI (R) — The 
leadership of India’s ruling 
Congress is locked in a cu- 
rious game of shadow boxing 
as the party begins to shape 
up for general elections due 
within 14 months. 

As the main opposition 
party, the Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), prepares for a top 
level electoral strategy meet- 
ing next week, uingress 
appears in total disarray, its 
leaders anxiously jockeying 
for position against almost 
any eventuality. 

While dissidents discuss 
whether to set up a rival 
party, other leaders are taken 
up with private battles and 
still more are struggling to sit 
on an ever more shakey poli- 
tical fence. - 

Much of the party’s current 
discomfort arises from tire 
derision of a dissident former 
junior minister to lodge 
several amendments, or 
“cut” motions, to the govern- 
ment budget, due to be de- 
bated in parliament later this 
month. 

Rangarajan Kumaraman- 
galam said the changes he 
was seeking, including in- 
creased food subsidies for the 
poor and cheaper electricity 
for fanners, reflected agreed 
policies of the ruling party. 
Underlining growing divi- 


sions in the party, dissidents 
said as many as 34 Congress 
members of parliament might 
support the amendments, 
which would cut to the heart 
of the government's econo- 
mic policies. 

Suggestions the main 
opposition parties might join 
the dissidents, threatening 
Congress’ fragile majority, 
have triggered another round 
of .soul searching. Congress 
says it controls a six- or 
seven-seat majority in the 
545-member lower house 
where allegiances can shift 
with political winds. 

Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao, who appears in- 
creasingly unable to quell the 
squabbling in his ruling party 
ranks, waded into the argu- 
ment, threatening to call a 
snap poll if his opponents 
united against him. 

While the BJP said Mr. 
Rao should go ahead and call 
an early election, which 
might work to the opposition 
party’s advantage following 
successes in recent provincial 

E olls, others were not so 
een. 

Congress members of par- 
liament fretted that the party 
was ill prepared for an early 
vote, and even the dissidents 
appeared to row back from 
militancy. 


“The cut motions probably 
won't come up in the house," 
the Business Standard quoted 
a dissident source as saying. 
"But our purpose is served as 
the issues have found the 
media attention we desired.” 
• The leader of the Congress 
dissidents, expelled former 
cabinet minister Arjun Singh, 
was meanwhile going ahead 
with plans to form a new 
party in May, drawing sup-, 
port from bis power base in 
the central Indian state of 
Madhya Pradesh. 

But his main potential ally, 
.former Finance and Foreign 
Minister N.D. Tiwari, who 
commands widespread Con- 
gress support in India's 
largest state Uttar Paradesh, 
continued to withhold foil 
support from Mr. Singh. 

And for the two top Con- 
gress leaders in India’s most 
industrialised state, Mahar- 
ashtra, a former party stron- 
ghold lost in local assembly 
elections last month, person- 
al differences appeared to 
dominate the agenda. 

With Shared Pawar out of 
the state house in Bombay, 
his arch foe Sudhakarrao 
Naik was back in town, meet- 
ing opposition leaders and 
organising a campaign to re- 
capture Jhe leadership of the 
state Congress Party from 
Mr. Pawar. 


SYDNEY (Agencies') — Au- 
stralia’s top-rank Conserva- 
tives have split over the na- 
tion’s role in .tbe Vietnam 
War, with one war-time pre- 
mier calling it wrong and 
another defending the deri- 
sion to send in troops 30 
years ago. 

In a renewed debate 
sparked by a former U.S. 
defence secretary’s admission 
that “we were wrong”, for- 
mer Prime Minister Sir John 
Gorton said it was now dear 
that neither the United States 
nor Australia should have en- 
tered tbe war. 

“Now I don't think the war 
was justified,” Sir John said 
in remarks published in the 
Australian newspaper Mon- 
day. 

Sir John led Australia from 
1968 to 1971, when Austra- 
lian troops fought with U.S. 
forces against North Viet- 
nam’s Communist army for 
tbe same avowed reason, to 
stop the spread of commun- 
ism. 

But in a column printed in 
the same newspaper, ex- 
Prime Minister Malcolm 
Fraser, Sir John's defence 
minister, defended the 
reasons for sending in troops 
in 1965. 

“I believed the cause was 
right,” Mr. Fraser wrote, 
securing U.S. forces of not 
using more effective tactics in 
the prolonged conflict, which 
ended with the fall of Saigon 
in 1975. 

U.S. forces pulled out of 
Vietnam in 1973. Australia 
withdraw the year before, af- 
ter 424 of its troops were 
kiUed. 

‘‘Presumed solutions were 
put forward to meet political 
requirements, .not military 
ones,” Mr. Fraser wrote of I 
U.S. tactics. He also rejected 
former U.S. Defence Secret- j 
ary Robert McNamara’s i 
change of heart on the war. 

“We were wrong. Terribly 
wrong,” Mr. McNamara 
wrote in his memoir pub- 
lished last week. As defence 
secretary for seven years until 
1968, he played such a impor- 
tant role in the Vietnam War 
that it was once known in the 


United States as “McNamar- 
a’s war.” 

His book has prompted 
soul-searching within Austra- 
lia's Liberals, the Conserva- 
tive Party that ruled the 
country for decades until 
.1972. 

Now in opposition, the 
party's foreign-affairs spokes- 
man, Alexander Downer, de- 
fended Australia’s role in the 


war, saying fears that com- 
munism would spread from 
Vietnam into South East 
Asia “did have some subst- 
ance." 

“If we hadn't had any in- 
volvement in the war. but 
more significantly... if tbe 
United States hadn't been 
involved in the Vietnam War 
and held up the South Viet- 
nam government for as long 



Vietnamese leader Do Mnoi is greeted upon arrival at Tokyo 
International Airport. The Communist Parly secretary 
general will meet with Japanese government officials and 
business leaders on bis five-day official visit to Japan (AFP 
photo) 

Vietnam leader in Japan 
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U.K. telephone 

codes change 

LONDON (R) _ . 

Telecommunications J3S 
laid on extra telephoned 
atgrs to handle an qJ: 
deluge of inquiries aC 
nationwide change b dutiJ 
codes. AU British WhSo : 
codes now start 
tional “1” while 
Bristol, Nottu Mha^B^P lI 
field. Leeds and 
have entirely new codri. 
example, the code for (2 18 
tral London becomes nvji 

diaUed as 44-171 ffomoSg 
the country. The £100 nX! ■ 
($160 million) chan^.nS %' r 
in response to a grovigH? TW 
mand for telephoned ^ B 
foxes, enables BT to hm* 51 

j duce up to 10 Whoa qc it 
i numbers into the next een- • B 
; tury. A team of 60 operator* 11 
i was on duty waiting to deal W* 
with calls from custotnm fl 
, confused by tbe change, and B 
i callers who misdial wffl anto- Si 
j matically be switched to a P 
j recorded announcement tell. 

ing them of the new codes. ’ 
i BT said. ‘ 

China province . -u 
battles to save 
rare birds 

SHANGHAI (R) - A 
Chinese province has laun- 
ched a battle to save rare 
birds from poachers in one' 

of the world's most important 
sanctuaries, the Liberation' 
Daily reported Monday. The 
newspaper said the governor 
of China’s eastern Jiangxi 
province, home of Poyang 
Lake, where almost all of tbe 
world's last few Siberian * 
cranes spend the winter, had 
ordered a police crackdown 
on poachers. Wu Guanzheng 
took action after the Libera- 
tion Daily reported that 
30,000 birds were being mas- 
sacred each year on the lake, 
most by poisoning, die news- 
paper said. After reading the 
report in February, Mr. Wa ‘ 
‘'very quickly issued instruc- 
tions demanding tough mea- 
sures to properly solve the 
problem.” Provincial police ’ 
are investigating several cases 
involving the purchase and 
transport of rare birds, it 
said. Hie newspaper had re- 
ported there were only four 
forestry police and 40 park ( 
rangers with little equipment ’* 
to patrol an area of the lake » 
that attracts migrating - • 
cranes, storks and swans. 
Many of the slaughtered 
birds end up in cooking pots in 
southern China, the paper 


Britons seem to 
be buried under 
lottery debts 

LONDON (R) — Britops , 

may be neglecting their ' 

health and their pets or even 

spending less on funerals to 

finance their latest- craze, ,jn r<»,U | 

gambling. The hugely sue- ' v LI I L J I 

ce&sful National Lottery, : 

launched last November, nas • 

beaten all forecasts, with 3Q , 

million people now gambling :• 

£100 million ($160 million) 
on it each week. But while * ■ • 

Britons scramble .to place.* 
their bets, 'they may be 
scrimping on other pufrh* * 
ases. Spending on undertak- - 
ers dropped 11.1 per cent- - 
during the quarter, to £120 :• ‘ 
million ($190 million) from 
£135 million ($215 mflliora) in . 
tbe previous three months.. - 

George Michael’s / 
one-spin hit 

LONDON (R) — A ion* 
awaited new single from pop 
superstar George Michael ... 
has made a once-only appear- 
ance on tbe .airwaves, and 

helped to raise £70,000 
($112,000) for charity. 

Michael’s fans have been 
waiting for months to hear • \ 

the latest song — Jesus For A — 


TOKYO (AFP) — Viet- 
namese leader Do Muoi ar- 
rived here Monday for a five- 
day visit aimed at securing 
more economic aid and get- 
ting Japanese advice on bow 
*to ease the difficult transition 
to a market economy. 

Die general secretary of 
the Vietnamese Communist 
Party, accompanied by Fore- 
ign Minister Nguyen Manh 
Cam, was scheduled to hold 
talks with Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama Tuesday 
and call on Emperor Akihito 
Wednesday. 

The 78-year-old Viet- 
namese leader had said be- 
fore arriving in Tokyo that he 
would ask Japan to boost its 
aid programme and make 
bolder investments in Viet- 
nam, which has a market of 
72 million people. 

"We would like Japan to 


provide us with better assist- 
ance to help us more quickly 
overcome our difficulties," 
he said. 

s Japan is the number-one 
aid donour to Vietnam, with 
soft loans and grant s totalling 
60 billion yen ($723 million) a 
year. 

Japan is also the leading 
trade partner of Vietnam, 
with total trade totalling $2 
billion a year. 

But Japanese businessmen , 
wary of the Vietnamese 
Communist government's 
capacity to shift rapidly to a 
market economy, are tread- 
ing cautiously in the area of 
investments. ' 

Japan as a result is only the 
fifth biggest investor in Viet- 
nam, trailing behind Taiwan, 
Hong Kong, Singapore and 
South Koran , , ,, m ii—i— 


as it was held up, then it's 
hard to know what the im- 

S lications would have been 
>r neighbouring countries," 
he said in a television inter- 
view at the weekend. 

Historian Glen Barclay 
said Monday that Mr. Dow- 
ner should now admit his 
Liberal Party predecessors 
were wrong to pursue “the 
only really unpopular war 
Australia has got into." 

The evidence showed Au- 
stralia's interests were not 
threatened, he said. 

“They are not prepared to 
admit that the whole thing 
was misbegotten from the 
start and that there was no 
evidence justifying interven- 
tion in Vietnam," Mr. Barc- 
lay of the University of 
Queensland said. 

"I think Conservative 
politicians now would gain a 
great deal of credibility if 
they do say quite frankly that 
previous Conservative gov- 
ernments made mistakes," he 
told Reuters. 

Meanwhile, Australia's 
Governor-General Bill 
Hayden was due- in Hanoi 
Monday at the start of a 
ceremonial visit that follows 
on the heels of a trip by a 
parliamentary group that 
looked into human rights 
issues here. 

Die visit here is the first by 
a governor-general — the 
representative in Australia of 
the head of state Queen Eli- 
zabeth II. Mr. Hayden is 
being accorded the fall hon- 
ours of a state visit by his host 
President Le Due Anh. 

Mr. Hayden is due to hold 
talks with Mr. Anh and 
Prime Minister Vo Van Kiet 

Last week a parliamentary 
delegation visited the country 
for talks on human rights and 
religious issues, a sensitive 
problem between the two 
countries. 

In a statement released as 
they left, the delegation de- 
fended its visit from charges 
that it has only heard the 
official Vietnamese line on 
human rights and saying that 
it had been able to hear a 
i wide range of views. 


Child. A protracted legal bat- — 

tie in which the 31 -year-oW ^ 1 *1 
singer is seeking to be r* 
leased from his contract wim v. •„ ' • 
recording company Sony h®? -i* • . 

frustrated them. But jji*,.//'- . 
agreed the record boold 
played once as part of a® 7 ! . 

annual appeal for funds ft* h - 

needy children mounted DT _ 

London radio station Capital 

FM. j ' 

Tyson buys a * 7 -.*• 

home for $3.7m , - 

J ' *4 

LAS VEGAS, Nevada j r. -.. . 

(AFP) — Form e * \ - . 

heavyweight champion M®* 

Tyson has signed document 5 *; 
for the purchase of a S3-"“ \c. " • 

million, home here. Tyson* 
freed from jail on 'March ® 
after serving time for rap 6 * •:.» ’/ J " 

has been Hvingin this 990 ®* m J?. 
luxury home for abort • 
week. Die building, britt fl ;J :v . 
the style of a French chateau : , 
bas seven bedrooms, a •.£ - : 

cellar, a tennis court and a 
swimming pool. j 

'• -fit "* ,1 ‘ . L 

! ■ i. -■ • *5 
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French U.N. soldiers carry the coffin containing the body of 
their kffled comrade French Lance-Sergeant Eric Hardotn, 
30, into an aircraft at Sarajevo’s Airport. Hardotn was 


killed by a sniper while erecting anti-sniper barricades in 
the Bosnian capital (AFP photo) 


rare bfrd> Karadzic: Serbs will fight on until ‘the final victory’ 
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BELGRADE (AFP) — Bos- 
nian Serbs will fight on until 
p:*l there is a “final victory if 
" : "; J - peace is not possible,” their 

Mdn'jr^ leader Radovan Karadzic 
e « v . r iV , if* 5 . vowed as he closed a session 
the self-styled Bosnian 
v Serb “parliament” at dawn 
:a '*ot: . ^ Monday. 

The parliament began 
meeting Saturday at Sansko 
:t . r -n-r- ' Most in northwest Bosnia. 

• : “The supreme command 

. i ; ,/•* !■ and chief-of-staff of the army 

of the Serb Republic (in Bos- 
^ n,a ) 'Mil take all measures 

, necessary to win a final milit- 

• V : * : ary victory against the 

, , ~'J' w ' '■■“'s; enemy, if a political settle- 
... _ f ’■‘■X, ment of the conflict is not 
" . ‘ ’ ' :L ' reached rapidly," Mr. Karad- 

ac was quoted as saying by 
' _ the Bosnian Serb News 

r; ~ •" > Agency (SRNA) monitored 
' ” • -4- here. 

-• -'-'i t: The military situation in 

" the Serb-controlled areas of 

:r Bosnia dominated dosed- 

: ; r jo door debates at the parlia- 
'■ ment, the agency saidV'with- 

'• ' out giving details. 

- ’ : : The session appears to 

• - \ have been given over to frank 

. .-.-'liking between the politi- 
,.ans and the military on re- 
cent setbacks suffered by 
Serb forces, particularly in 
the Mount Vlasic zone of 
central Bosnia and the Bihac 
pocket m the northwest. 

General Ratko Mladic, 
commander of the Serb 
forces, as chief rapporteur to 
the parliament was called on 
repeatedly to answeT de- 
puties’ queserions. 

The parliament agreed on 
the need to “strengthen the 
military capability" of the 
self-declared Bosnian Serb 
Republic, Mr. Karadzic said. 
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But he denied that there had 
been any disagreement be- 
tween the political leadership 
and the military hierarchy. 

“As head of state and sup- 
reme commander of the 
armed forces, I have the full 
support of parliament and the 
military commanders," he 
told SRNA. 

Mr. Karadzic had called 
for his authority over the 
military command to be rein- 
forced at a meeting Friday in 
Prijedor, in northwest Bos- 
nia. He was backed in his 
demand by the Democratic 
Party, which is in the major- 
ity in the parliament. But the 
SRNA’s brief report of the 
parliament's session did not 
indicate whether the question 
had been debated. 

Mr. Karadzic also cast 
doubt on the effectiveness of 
the “contact group” (Britain, 
France, Germany, Russia, 
and the United States), 
whose plan to carve up Bos- 
nia, giving an equal share to a 
Muslim-Croat federation, has 
been rejected by Bosnian 
Serbs. 

■ VI doubt whether the con- 
tact group’s initiatives could 
bring us peace. Other 
mediators with fewer pre- 
judices would perhaps have 
more success.” 

On Sunday Mr. Karadzic 
said the Serbs side was pre- 
pared to look at all ways of 
ending the tragedy, but he 
insisted: “The international 
community must stop aiding 
Muslims immediately or it 
will prolong the war." 

Mr. Karadzic also 
announced the formation of a 
committee bringing together 
representatives of the Bos- 
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Gen. Ratko Mladic 
nian Serb Republic and the 
self-proclaimed Serb Repub- 
lic of Krajina in Croatia “to 
draw up a plan for the uni- 
fication of the two states.” 

The question, which was to 
have been one of the main 
points of the meeting in Sans- 
ki Most, was relegated to 
second place because of re- 
servations on the part of the 
Krajina leaders, who do not 
want to hamper Serbia's 
President Slobodoan 
Milosevic in his attempt to 
have sanctions against Bel- 
grade lifted. 

“We have followed the 
advice of rhe motherland, 
which asked us not to create a 
state west of the Drina River 
(the natural border between 
Serbia and Bosnia), because 
we are sure that it (Serbia) 
will play a role in unification 
of all the Serbs, the self- 
styled president of Krajina. 
Milan Martic, was quoted as 
saying Monday by the Bel- 
grade daily Nasa Borba. 


Meanwhile the U.N. Pro- 
tection Force has resumed 
flying into besieged Sarajevo 
on a limited scale, but the 
humanitarian air bridge re- 
mained suspended Monday 
because of earlier Serb firing 
at planes, a U.N. official said 
here. 

UNPROFOR was "resum- 
ing flights in a progressive 
way/’ but was currently res- 
tricting the categories of pas- 
sengers flown in the light of 
objections raised by the Bos- 
nian Serbs, military spokes- 
man Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gary Coward indicated here. 

On Sunday, four UNPRO- 
FOR flights landed here and 
six were planned for Mon- 
day. The planes were car- 
rying cargo. U.N. personnel 
and a limited number of di- 
plomats. 

Air links were cut on April 
8 after Bosnian Serbs fired at 
a C-130 transport plane flying 
in humanitarian aid to the 
city. The plane was raked By 
10 automatic gunfire shots, 
.with at least one impacting on 
the cockpit screen. There 
were no injuries. 

Flights remained --sus- 
pended because of the Serbs’ 
refusal “to guarantee the 
safety’.’ 

But the killing of two sol- 
diers from the French contin- 
gent Friday and Saturday in 
Sarajevo gave an opportunity 
to the United Nations to 
force the issue. 

French A^rmed Forces 
Chief-of-Staff Admiral Jac- 
ques Lanxade and French 
Defence Minister Francois 
Leotard flew in on two sepa- 
rate flights to collect the 
bodies of the dead soldiers. 


Russians forces prepare new 
attack on Chechen rebel areas 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Russia is preparing a fresh 
assault on the last rebel bas- 
tion in lowland Chechenya 
after at least 10 servicemen 
were killed in earlier abortive 
attacks. ITAR-TASS news 
agency said Monday. 

It quoted military sources 
in the breakaway region as 
saying that the assault on the 
stronghold of Bamut in west- 
ern Chechenya had been 
stopped Sunday to avoid 
further losses among Russian 
troops but that a decisive 
assault would be attempted 
soon. 

TASS said the rebels — 
who have consistently 
pledged to resist to the last 
fighter — had rejected a new 
ultimatum by Russian troops 
to lay down their arms and 
surrender. 

Russia is keen to put down 
organised resistance in 
Chechenya as fast as possi- 
ble. 

Key world leaders, many 
of them deeply critical of 
Moscow's bloody Chechen 
campaign, are due to arrive 
on May 9 for celebrations 
marking the 50th anniversary 
of allied victory in World 
War n. 

With the fall of Bamut, 
Russia would effectively gain 
control over the fertile and 
industrially developed areas 
in northern and central 


Chechenya, squeezing the re- 
bels out to remote moun- 
tainous areas in the south of 
the region. 

Russia poured troops into 
Chechenya last December to 
quell the region's three-year 
drive for independence.' 

Thousands of people have 
been killed and many more 
have been forced to flee their 
homes as the military opera- 
tion, the biggest Moscow has 
waged since the 10-year 
Afghan war, devastated the 
oil-rich territory. 

Bamut, situated on a 
mountain slope, appears to 
be a tough nut for the Rus- 
sians to crack because the 
rebels are sheltering in a 
heavily-fortified former 
Soviet missile base, built to 
resist nuclear attacks. 

Even after Moscow drives 
out rebel forces from all their 
strongholds it will have to 
keep a considerable force in 
the volatile north Caucasus 
province to tackle guerrilla 
warfare, which is currently on 
the rise. 

Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev said Sunday Mos- 
cow could not stick to the 
1990 Conventio nal F orces in 
Europe Treaty (CFE). which 
includes limits on deploy- 
ment of non-nuclear arms in 
its volatile southern region, 
until the Chechen conflict 


was over. 

“The amount of arms and 
military equipment which the 
treaty allows Russia to have 
in this region is insufficient." 
he told Interfax News Agen- 
cy. 

It was unclear whether 
Gen. Grachev’s comments 
reflected the Kremlin's offi- 
cial position. “We did not 
receive instructions to com- 
ment on Gen. Grachev’s 
statement,” a spokesman Tor- 
President Boris Yeltsin said 
Monday. 

But the statement will un- 
doubtedly set off fresh pro- 
tests from Russia’s Western 
partners, who have watched 
Moscow’s actions in 
Chechenya with growing 
alarm. 

The CFE treaty, which in- 
cludes 30 nations and covers 
an area from the Atlantic to 
the Urals, provides for the 
biggest cuts of conventional 
weapons in arms control his* 
lory and stipulates the dis- 
tribution of troops and 
armour. 

In Gorzny, theoretically 
under Russian control since 
mid-February, guerrillas 
fired shots at a military admi- 
nistration building and in 
other parts of the town. A 
captain in the Russian Minis- 
try of Emergency Situations 
was killed in one of the inci- 
dents. 


At Stary-Atagui. 25 
kilometres south of Grozny, 
a Russian military car escort- 
ing a convoy of 10 trucks of 
humanitarian aid from the 
Red Cross, drove over a mine 
and three people were in- 
jured. the Russian military 
command said. 

A six-member mission 
from the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, which arrived over 
the weekend in Grozny, was 
due to begin work Monday. 

OSCE special envoy to 
Chechenya, istvan Gyarmati. 
said on arrival that he was 
outraged by Russian army 
tactics in the recent capture 
of the village of Samshki in 
western Chechenya. 

Witnesses have accused the 
army of carrying out sum- 
mary executions last week 
and setting fire to houses with 
their occupants still inside. 
Samashki had held out for 
weeks against Russian 
attacks and was one of the 
last remaining pockets of re- 
sistance in tne republic's 
western lowlands. 

The OSCE announced late 
last month that its mission, 
being sent to monitor respect 
for human rights and report 
violations, would work with 
Russian authorities and with- 
in the framework of Russian 
law. 


North criticises planned U.S.-S.Korean exercises 


— - ■ jcsr 


Japan cult leader ordered gas production 
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TOKYO (R) — The leader 
of a Japanese doomsday cult 
ordered followers to produce 
the deadly gas sarin, the type 
of nerve gas used in attacks 
on Tokyo subways, media 
reports said Monday. 

Tokyo Broadcasting Sys- 
tem (TBS) said the order 
from cult guru Shoko Asa- 
hara was .mentioned in a de- 
taijed journal of the Aum 
Shinri Kyo (Supreme Truth 
Sect! confiscated by police. 

The journal, kept by mem- 
bers of the sect’s “science and 
technology ministry,” quoted 
^Asahara as saying: “Making 
sarin is a very hazardous 
undertaking. When carrying 
this out, you need much 
courage." 

' V.-r‘ Police refused to comment 
V i* ? n report. So far. police 
" ave arrested about 100 cult 
- - rownbeis, including six senior 
■■ offic ! als ’ °n various charges 
' s ran Shig from abduction to 
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il legal production of 
weapons. 

The cult has been the focus 
of massive police raids since 
the March 20 subway attacks, 
but police have not linked the 
10,000-strong sea direaly to 
the attacks in which 12 peo- 
ple were killed and thousands 
injured. 

However, they have found 
a huge chemical stockpile, 
including ail the ingredients 
of sarin, a laboratory and a 
plant at the sea’s complex in 
Kamiku Isshiki. at the foot of 
Mt. Fuji west of Tokyo, that 
could have been used to 
make sarin. 

Asahara has not been seen 
in public since the day before 
the subway attacks. 

The cult also tried to arm 
itself with guns and tanks 
through “Russian connec- 
tions,” said Japanese news 
agency reported. 

Kyodo News Agency 


quoted police as saying a 
senior sea leader attempted 
to buy tanks from Russia and 
to make guns from parts 
bought in Russia. 

Kyodo said the sea’s “con- 
struction minister” visited 
Russia several times to ex- 
plore weapons purchases. 

Police regard the man, who 
was not identified, as the 
deputy of Asahara, the 40- 
year-old sect leader. 

Kyodo said the “construc- 
tion minister" was involved 
in the sea's purchase of a 
Russian helicopter last June 
for some 78 million yen 
($950,000). 

He invited Russian en- 
gineers to Japan last Septem- 
ber through a Japanese travel 
agency that handles Russian 
tours so that the helicopter 
could be modified for the 
sea's needs. 

Kyodo gave no other de- 
tails. 


Last week, Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin ordered a 
full investigation into the 
activities of the sect, which 
says it has 30,000 members in 
Russia. A Moscow court has 
frozen the sea's bank assets 
and ordered its property con- 
fiscated. 

Meanwhile, Tokyo 
appeared back to normal 
Monday, four weeks after the 
subway attacks, after living 
the weekend under heavy 
security following a disaster 
prophecy by Asahara. 

Helicopters patrolled over 
Tokyo and 20,000 police 
watched over public trans- 
port, department stores, sta- 
diums. airports and theatres 
in the city of 12 million 
people. 

Asahara said that on Satur- 
day there would be a disaster 
worse than last January’s 
Kobe earthquake in which 
5,500 people died. 


14 Christian hostages die in Philippine carnage 


ZAMBOANGA, Philippines 
W — Muslim extremists kil- 
JrJ . Chrisitan hostages in a 
" * ’ k l 1 ■ 0l ® y ’ Elating and 
/beheading some of them, 
“ feeing pursuing troops 

® the southern Philippines, a 
_• '^survivor said Monday. 
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the rebels spared 
.... . ■ • u • , 

0 :A be a government engineer 
with whom army officers say 
?ne of the guerrillas has fal- 
cn in love. 

i. uyS 3 One other hostage escaped 

u >a jfjtf he mass execution carried 
for >ut early Saturday by the 
. \.’'undamentalist Abu Sayyaf 
r t i - - ; guerrillas, survivor Rustico 

- ;^:'5ecundo told reporters. 

More than 2,000 soldiers 
. iave been pursuing the guer- 
^ in the mountainous 

\:. '3mboanga peninsula since 

- hand sacked the town of 

- : : ■*’ pil on April 4 and killed 53 

v-r ^ ' unarmed civilians. 

::r : i In Manila, President Fidel 
^ called a meeting of 

’ “e National Security Council 
; P r Friday to discuss the 
hitat from the Abu Sayyaf 


and intelligence reports that 
they were getting Russian- 
made weapons from Afgha- 
nistan. 

Mr. Secundo, taken to a 
Zamboanga hospital with 
slash wounds after being res- 
cued by soldiers Sunday, said 
he overheard the guerrillas 
saying the hostages “had be- 
come extra baggage” and had 
to be killed to hasten their, 
withdrawal. 

“1 kept praying Psalm 23, 
‘the lord is my shepherd. .1 
shall not want’. I kept repeat- 
ing the prayer when they 
started hacking us." 

Mr. Secundo said of his 
mortally wounded compan- 
ions: “l heard them calling 
their mother's names as they 
lay dying." 

Those killed had grown too 
weak to cany on after their 
captors forced them to act as 
porters, sometimes carrying 
their firearms or duffel bags 
filled with bundles of money 
the rebels looted from banks 
in Ipil, he said. 


Hie deaths brought to at 
least 20 the number of hos- 
tages killed since the start of 
the manhunt for the raiders. 
A survivor has alleged that 
one of them was a 14-year- 
old boy the guerrillas slaught- 
ered before eating his flesh 
for lunch. 

Forty guerrillas have died 
in clashes with troops, the 
military said. 

About 200 rebels took part 
in the Ipil attack, seen as an 
escalation of fundamentalist 
violence in the southern is- 
lands, where various Muslim 
groups are fighting for auton- 
omy. 

About half of the group 
escaped by sea while the rest 
retreated into the mountains. 

The army deployed extra 
troops in Pagadian and Gen- 
ral Santos cities as well as in 
Sarangani province and other 
southern areas to ward off 
any further raids following 
sightings of boatloads of sus- 
pected Abu Sayyaf men, 
Brigadier-General Renato 
Garcia said. 


Police around Manila have 
been on the alert for a week 
in fear of guerrilla strikes in 
the city of 8.5 million people. 

“I saw how they beheaded 
(some of) my companions," 
Mr. Secundo told reporters. 

Hacked in the neck and 
backside, the 24-year-old far- 
mer survived by playing dead 
and floating in a 4 mangrove 
swamp until soldiers came. 

He said the lone woman 
with them, whom the rebels 
call “Jojo" was alive and had 
been taken away by the guer- 
rillas. 

The military said an en- 
gineer of the Bureau of Pub- 
lic Highways, named Jocelyn 
Ortega, was the lone woman 
among the 37 hostages seized 
by the Ipil raiders as human 
shields. 

General Rene Cardones 
said one of the rebels had 
been personally taking care 
of Ms. Ortega and this could 
only mean he had fallen for- 
her" and “intends to marry 
her.” 


SEOUL (AP) — North 
Korea Monday blasted plan- 
ned U.S.-South Korean milk- 
ary manoeuvres as a provoca- 
tion leading to “the brink of 
war." 

But a top U.S. military 
official defended the com- 
bined exercises as necessary 
for readiness and said there is 
no link with political develop- 
ments on the Korean penin- 
sula. 

The manoeuvres, sche- 
duled for later this month, 
are designed to rehearse how 
troops in South Korea would 
be reinforced in a crisis, the 
Pentagon tfrld reporters Eri-. 
day'. ' 

A*bout 13,000 troops in 
South Korea will be involved, 
along with about 1,300 
Americans from other re- 
gions. Much of the work will 
involve logistics experts who 
would be involved in prepar- 
ing the way for deployments 
here if conflia broke out. 

North Korea’s official news 
agency (KCNA) issued a 
statement Monday criticising 
the exercises and attempting 
to link them with imple- 
mentation of a 6-month-old 
accord aimed at dismantling 


the North’s suspect nuclear 
programme. 

“This is a grave military 
provocation leading the situa- 
tion on the Korean peninsula 
to the brink of war and an anti- 
dialogue, anti-peace, anti- 
reunification move," KCNA 
said. 

“The U.S. bellicose milit- 
ary quarters and hardline 
conservatives are intensifying 
threat and pressure.... The 
bellicose elements must' 
clearly know that those who 
are fond of fire are bound to 
die in the fire." 

U.S. Col. Mike Sullivan 
dismissed any link between - 
the nuclear accord and the 
manoeuvres, which he said 
were planned several months 
ago and also were held last 
year. 

At a briefing for reporters 
in Seoul, CoL Sullivan listed 
a variety of exercises that are 
held each year in South 
Korea to maintain readiness 
and enforce continuity in a 
U.S. military force that is 
constantly changing due to 
the average soldier’s one- 
year stint. 

“It would be unconscion- 


able not to train in a robust, 
vigorous way with what 
you’re faced with in the 
North and their potential," 
Col. Sullivan said. 

North Korea’s military is 
more than 1 million strong, 
with two-thirds deployed 
within 100 kilometres of rhe 
demilitarised zone that sepa- 
rates the two Koreas, making 
it the world's mosr heavily 
guarded border. 

“By any standard, they are 
well-equipped and vigorously 
trained,” Col. Sullivan said. 

He said the forward- 
deployed group includes 
,.mqte than,. 80,000 . special , 
forces commandos and is 
backed by thousands of artil- 
lery pieces, hundreds of 
which are capable of reaching 
Seoul. 

Still, he downplayed any 
suggestion of increased ten- 
sions on the peninsula. 

“Not once in the 20- 
something months I’ve been 
here has anyone in this com- 
mand seen anything contnied 
as particularly threatening 
out of North Korea,” Col. 
Sullivan said. 

He said this month's exer- 
cises are particularly impor- 


tant because the U.S. contin- 
gent of 37,000 troops makes 
up only about 5 per cent of 
the military force in South 
Korea, so reinforcements 
would be crucial in the event 
of conflia. 

The primary U.S.-South 
Korean exercise. Team Spir- 
it, has been cancelled the last 
two years in an effort to ease 
tensions with the North and 
convince it to abide by the 
nuclear accord that was 
signed last October between 
the North and the United 
States. 

It calls for the hardline 
' Communist state to dismal 
tie its nuclear programme, 
suspected of weapons de- 
velopment, in exchange for 
two light-water reactors that 
produce far less weapons- 
grade plutonium, along with 
other economic and diploma- 
tic incentives. 

The accord has bogged 
down recently over who will 
provide the reaaors. 

The North has rejeaed 
reaaors from South Korea, 
citing safety concerns, but the 
real reason is believed to be 
national pride. 


Winnie 
Mandela 
quits day 
before 
termination 

SOWETO (AP) Winnie 
Mandela announced she was 
resigning from her estranged 
husband's cabinet Monday, a 
day before her dismissal 
takes effea. 

Mrs. Mandela’s decision, 
announced to reporters 
gathered at her Soweto 
home, could defuse tension 
between her and President 
Nelson Mandela. Mrs. Man- 
dela said she was stepping 
down to pursue “more press- 
ing" interests, including sup- 
porting Mr. Mandela’s Afri- 
can National Congress. 

“1 shall continue my duties 
as an ANC member of parlia- 
ment," she said solemnly to 
dozens of foreign and local 
journalists. “As I have done 
in the past, I shall con- 
tinuously give support and 
full attention to the needs of 
our people out on the 
ground.” 

Mr. Mandela first fired his 
wife as deputy minister of 
arts, culture, science and 
technology on March 27, fol- 
lowing her involvement in a 
string of embarrassing inci- 
dents. Mrs. Mandela went to 
court to challenge her firing, 
prompting the president to 
re-hire her just long enough 
to. dress a second dismissal, 
announced Friday, in consti- 
tutional trappings. 

The dismissal was to have 
become official Tuesday. 
Mrs. Mandela was replaced 
by human rights lawyer Bri- 
gitte Mabandla. 

Mrs. Mandela said that she 
had gone to court “in further- 
ance of democracy in order to 
enforce proper behaviour 
from the highest office in the 
land" and demanded that 
reasons be given for her dis- 
missal. 


More Tajik rebels killed in clashes 


DUSHANBE (R) — More 
Tajik rebels have been killed 
on the volatile Tajik-Afghan 
frontier by Russian-led Bor- 
der Guards as fighting spread 
to a previously quiet western 
area, a guards spokesman 
said Monday. 

U.N.-brokered talks be- 
tween the Tajikistan govern- 
ment and opposition leaders 
to try to quell fighting, now 
into its second week and 
which Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin fears could drag 
his force into another prot- 
racted ethnic conflia, were 
postponed Monday until later 
this week. 

In the first of two inci- 
dents, a group of rebels cros- 
sing the border from Afghan 


soil into the Western Mos- 
kovskiy region were killed 
Sunday after refusing orders 
to go back. 

Separately, another Tajik- 
rebel was shot dead as he 
tried to cross into Tajikistan 
near Khorog in the eastern 
region of Gorno- Badakhshan 
— where fighting over the 
last 10 days has killed 41 
Border Guards and hundreds 
of rebels — the spokesman 
said. 

There were no Border 
Guards casualties in the two 
clashes. 

The spokesman said Bor- 
der Guards Command had 
obtained intelligence that re- 
bel fighters planned an 
assault on border posts in the 


Khorog sector after regroup- 
ing. One rebel leader has 
died and one was wounded in 
the recent action. 

Rebel fighters based in 
Gorno-Badakshan have 
allied with Islamic militants 
operating out of bases in 
northern Afghanistan in their 
most effective joint action 
since losing a civil war two 
years ago in which thousands 
of people died. 

But Russian Border 
Guards Commander Anatoly 
Chechul said Sunday he had 
seen no evidence of a detach- 
ment of Islamic fighters said 
by opposition leaders to be 
heading towards Gorno- 
Badakshan from northern 
Afghanistan. 


Kiev needs $45b to close Chernobyl 


KIEV (R) — The head of 
Ukraine’s nuclear power au- 
thority told the west bluntly 
Monday his country could 
not honour its pledge to dose 
Chernobyl by the year 2000 
without major financial help. 

Mikhail Umanets told a 
news conference the West 
would have to help come up 
with about $4.5 billion to 
dose Chernobyl and bofid a 
replacement for the station, 
ate of the world’s worst nuc- 
lear accident on Apr! 26, 
1986. 

“The political decision (to 
dose die station) is just a 
skeleton, though a good 
one,” Mr. Umanets said after 
discussing the promise to 
close the facility with Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuduna. 

“To put meat on it means 
resolving the technical issues, 
and the blood which will put 
it on its feet is finandng. And 
everyone will have to sweat 
buckets to pull it off.” r 

Mr. Kuchma last week 
promised Ukraine would 
dose Chernobyl within five 
years, provided the West 
helped. 

But he disdosed no figures 


on how much the operation 
would cost and a visiting 
European Union delegation 
pressing for its dosure gave 
no guarantees on financing. 

A fire and explosion at the 
station’s fourth reactor nine 
years ago sent a dond of 
radiation across most of 
Europe and contaminated 
large swathes of Ukraine, Be- 
larus and Russia. 

Mr. Umanets said Ukraine 
was to draw up a timetable by 
May 15 on dosing the station, 
and said the West was to 
come up with a financing plan 
by July, 

“We believe that in July we 
will also see a financing prog- 
ramme. If we do not, we will 
consider our talks with the 
West as not serious,” Mr. 
Umanets said. 

“I think the (European 
Union) delegation was aware 
when it left Ukraine that 
without money we cannot do 
anything.** 

Energy-poor Ukraine had 
previously resisted pressure 
from the West to dose Cher- 
nobyl by saying it needed the 
dectridty provided by the 
plant’s two working reactors 
— ■ about five per cent of 


power produced in the coun- 
try. 

Mr. Umanets said Ukraine 
would insist on fin ancing to 
build a new power station, 
possibly a gas-fired plant, and 
erect a new “tomb" over the 
station's stricken fourth reac- 
tor to replace the cracked 
original ereaed hastily after 
the disaster. 

Chernobyl’s director, 
Sergei Parashin, last week 
proposed building a gas-fired 
plant and suggested 18 West- 
ern countries and Ukraine 
could each contribute about 
$200 million. 

Mr. Parshm told Monday’s 
news confernce Chernobyl’s 
safety record was as good as 
Ukraine's other four nuclear 
power plants. He said his 
plant could function for many 
years if the West failed to 
COme up with the financing 

“The faster it is financed 
the faster we will close it. If 
the money comes through in 
three months, we’ll dose it in 
three months," Mr. Parashin 
said. “If they can’t finance it 
at all, the station win keep 
working another 16 years.” 
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Going wide but not far 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin got closer than ever to clearing the 
cobwebs from his vision for the future of 
the Gaza Strip and the West Bank when 
he told a U.S. news magazine Monday 
that he does not “believe that the whole 
Sand of Israel should be a Jewish state.” 

“It will not work. It will be Bosnia” 
Mr. Rabin went on to say. 

The Israeli prime minister amplified 
his new thinking about the fate of the 
occupied territories by stating that he 
would like to see next to Israel a Palesti- 
nian entity in most or in considerable 
areas of the West Bank. As for Gaza 
Strip, Rabin appears to be supportive of 
his Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 9 ear- 
lier proposal to turn the Strip into a 
sovereign Palestinian state. 

The Palestinian reaction to the sugges- 
tion that the Gaza Strip be the aspired to 
Palestinian state was understandably 
quick and blunt when the thought was 
rejected outright by the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) because it 
seems to cut off the Strip from the 
Palestinian hinterland. This rejection has 
to be justified since creating a mini 
Palestinian state in the troubled and 
beleaguered Gaza area can only be an 
attempt to divide the Palestinian territor- 
ies and treat them differently, thereby 
prolonging and belabouring the process 
of settling the Palestinian problem. This 
os over and above the fact that the Strip is 
not viable for statehood geographically, 
economically or politically. 

As for Rabin’s futuristic outlook for 
the West Bank, we see trouble ahead over 
the full political import of a Palestinian 
entity that would be sanctioned there. To 
begin with, there are no clear precedents 
under international law. As far as we can 
detect, a political entity can only be 
conceived within the context of a federa- 
tion or confederation and even then it will 
have to be a state as is the case in the U.S. 
or a province as is the case in the 
Canadian Federation. If Rabin seeks the 
creation of a bi-national country then he 
must be more forthcoming. Otherwise we 
see no way that a mere Palestinian entity 
deprived of all features of statehood can 
be seriously entertained as a final solu- 
tion. Since both Rabin and Peres have 
gone to the length of spelling out their 
vision for the future of the Palestinian 
lands, they might as well go the extra mile 
sn articulating a more coherent policy 
whose end result would bring about true 
and lasting peace. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

CRITICISING AS insufficient the U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 986, which allowed Iraq to sell limited amounts 
of oil to buy food and medicine, a writer in AI Ra'i said that 
the Iraqi leadership has all the right to reject the resolution 
and demand that the sanctions be lifted altogether. Indeed, 
said Mahmoud Rimawi, the resolution did not reflect the 
desires of major powers, like France, Russia and China, 
which had lobbied for a total end to the embargo damped 
on Iraq in 1990. Though the new resolution did not give the 
United Nations a mandate to handle the exports and left 
the whole matter to the Iraqi government, Baghdad has 
seen the resolution an infringement on its sovereignty, said 
the writer. But the new resolution, said the writer, should 
prompt the Iraqi government to intensify its diplomatic 
offensive at the pan-Arab and international levels to secure 
the complete lifting of the sanctions, which have been 
maintained so far largely due to America's influence on 
other nations. 

DESCRIBING THE killing of three Arab youths in 
Hebron by Israeli security forces Sunday as a cold-blooded 
murder. AI Dustour daily said that the incident was bound 
to invite further counter attacks by the Palestinians and an 
escalation of the cycle of violence in the occupied territor- 
ies. Killing the youths merely upon suspicion that they are 
wanted militants reflects Israel's total disregard to Arab 
lives and points to the fact that the Israeli authorities are 
determined to block all paths leading to security and peace, 
said the daily. Killing suspected people without ascertain- 
ing their real identity was a premeditated murder and a 
crime that can only add more obstacles in the path of 
peace, added the daily. What can Israel now expect from 
this murder, and the continued siege on the Palestinian 
people? asked the daily. 


THE LINGERING ramifications of the clashes between 
Circassian and Salt! youths at the University of Jordan raise 
several key issues that have enormous implications for 
much larger questions of communal identity, nationhood 
and statehood in Jordan and the entire Middle East. Prime 
Minister Sberif Zeid Ben Shaker accurately pinpointed the 
bigger issue when he said last week that ‘National unity and 
the rule of law remain among the major priorities of the 
government at a time when efforts are being exerted 
towards constr u cting a modern state.” 

National unity, the rule of law and constructing a modern 
state are huge components of the contemporary Jordanian 
experience, but they are not the total picture. The key 
other element that remains un addressed is that of tribalism 
and tribal identity. We should not refrain from addressing 
it, because it remains absolutely crucial to our prospects of 
developing viable, stable and durable modern Arab states. 

Tribalism is central to this issue, as evidence by the 
dramatic manner in which the prime minister himself set 
out to resolve the problem by meeting with tribal leaders 
from both parties to the clashes at the university. He was 
correct to do so, and both parties ratified his approach by 
indicating their desire to resolve the problem through 
traditional tribal means of conflict-resolution . As such, 
tribalism is both part of the problem that surfaced at the 
university, but also part of the solution. 

The challenge of building a modem state that is based on 
respect for the rale of law requires that we approach this 
matter with dear recognition of the tribal nature of our 
society. Many people, especially those influenced by and 
enamored with Western brands of statehood, view tribal- 
ism as a negative, old-fashioned mode of social configura- 
tion. I think this is a mistaken view. 

Tribalism is a social and even a national reality that has 
defined our region of the world for thousands of years. The 
durability of tribalism reflects its relevance to the majority 
of people in two key aspects of their lives: It satisfactorily 
manife sts their human identity, and it assures them the sort 
of personal and communal well-being that people in the 
Western industrialised states obtain from the legal guaran- 
tees of their constitutions and laws. 

Tribalism in our lands is having to coexist with the more 
modem systems of laws and centralised state power that 
are a direct consquence of the post-colonial experience of 
independent statehood. Hie reality that has defined our 
lands for thousands of years is that tribalism has usually 
coexisted with “statehood,” “nationalism" and other large 
national configurations. Tribalism and productive, durable 
states are not necessarily mutually exclusive. The key is to 
reconcile the two in a manner that does not ravage or 
ignore the tribal reality. 

The most common “national” configuration throughout 
Middle Eastern history has been that of the tribal confed- 
eracy. The configuration has worked because it successfully 


bridges the space between individual tribal identity and the 
larger imperative of national bulk (or what the technocrats 
would call today “economies of scale).” 

The fact that a dash between students at a university in 
Jordan should need to be resolved through traditional 
tribal means in the dosing years of the second millenninm 
AD — about eight thousands years after tribalism was boro 
with the advent of the settled village and its grazing and 
cultivated lands — suggests that a) kids will be kids, b) 
tribes remain powerful components of our identity, and, c) 
modem statehood should take note of both a) and b) if the 
challenge of building a sustainable state based on laws is to 
be successfully met. 

The modem political structures that we imports uom 
the former Western colonial powers have not worked very 
well in most Arab countries. In Jordan, it is interesting to 
note that continued democratisation and liberalisation have 
both tended to promote greater tribalism, as evidenced by 
tiie results of the 1993 elections. In Arab countries that 
collapsed or were plunged into violent warfare, such as 
Lebanon, Yemen and Somalia, we also see trib alism 
emerging as the preferred means of survival. So, the lesson, 
much as many amongst us may wish to avoid it, is: Whether 
through orderly democratisation or domestic national 
incoherence, Arab culture will inevitably gravitate to 
tribalism as the dominant, authentic and time-tested form 
of national configuration. 

We should accept this reality and try to build upon it, 
instead of trying to avoid it. Tribalism is not shameful or 
primitive, but it is traditional and pre-modem. The real test 
we face is how to modernise tribalism, so that it achieves 
two important goals: a) to absorb some of the principles of 
late 18th century North Atlantic republicanism that were 
devised in France and the United States, and that many 
Arabs seem to like, and, b) to adapt to the reality that Arab 
society today, unlike its many historical antecedents, is 
predominantly urban, centrally politically controlled at 
home, and subjugated by and often dependent upon 
Western political and economic power. 

In Jordan's case, it is also interesting to note that the 
really' successful institutions are the ancient indigenous 
ones, such as family, tribe, monarchy, and a general 
patriarchal mode that requires, for instance, the return of 
the prime minister to resolve a dash between students at a 
leading university. This is intriguing, but not necessarily 
negative. 

The parallel important question is: If we are trying to 
build a modem state based on the rale of law — a good 
goal, we all agree — why was the rale of law not used in the 
University of Jordan case to identity the trouble makers or 
guilty parties and send them before a court of law? 

The answer, much as some people may not like it, or may 
wish to deny it, is: Because tribalism is a more effective, 
credible and merciful means of conflict-resolution than the 
modem legal system in Jordan in the dosing years of die 



Policies of aggression 


IS THE U.S. gearing up for 
a second military adventure 
in the Middle East? A re- 
peat of “Desert Shield" and 
“Desert Storm?" ’ This 
question is prompted by the 
steady and increasing drum- 
I roll of U.S. propaganda 
against not just Iraq but 
now also against Iran and 
Libya. The latest example 
was the speech made by 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher to a 
Jewish group in Washing- 
ten on Tuesday, April 4, in 
which he referred to Iraq 
and Iran as “those who 
rogue sates." He also ex- 
pressed opposition to Iran’s 
plans to increase its military 
strength and against any re- 
laxation of UX sanctions 
against Iraq. 

Earlier on that same day. 
the secretary of state bad 
inaccurately claimed that 
the U.S. had evidence that 
Iraq was trying to bufld up 
its biological weapons “for 
offensive purposes." Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton himself 
had to set the record 
straight — that the U.S. 
“evidence” referred to the 
past and not to the present. 
.A few days earlier 
Washington had accused 
Iran of placing biological 
weapons on islands in the 
month of the Straits of Hor- 
muz. thus, it was claimed, 
endangering the world 
supply of oil passing 
through the Straits. And 
then the president banned 
the U.S. oil company, Con- 
co, from proceeding with a 
contract to export oil from 
Iranian oilfields that it has 
developed. Reports from 
Washington claim that this 


could be the start of a U.S. 
campaign to ban ail econo- 
mic relations with Iran. 

In the past month the 
U.S. put a strain on its 
relations with Russia, when 
it vigorously, publicly, but 
unsuccessfully, attempted 
to get Russia not to sell 
nuclear reactors to Iran. 

As with U.N. sanctions 
against Iraq the U.S. 
opposes the lifting of sanc- 
tions against Libya because 
of its refusal to hand over 
two Libyans accused of 
being responsible for the 
Lockerbie plane bombing. 

The important point is 
that the evidence of Iranian 
weapons in the Strait of 
Hormuz, based entirely on 
satellite photos, and on the 
involvement of the two Li- 
byans, is extremely shaky 
and the fact that the U.S. is 
basing its hate campaign on 
such evidence is itself evi- 
dence that the U.S. is deter- 
mined to press its case 
against these countries, 
with or without reason and 
come what may. 

Already there are vague 
hints of military action 
against Iraq, even before 
the latest wave of threats of 
forcible action to rescue the 
two American intelligence 
operatives imprisoned in 
Iraq for illegally crossing 
the frontier from Kuwait. 

What could be the possi- 
ble motivation for this ex- 
tended campaign of demon- 
isation against these three 
countries? U.S. analysts 
have provided two answers, 
both unsatisfactory: to 
preempt any weakening of 
the U.N. sanctions against 
Iraq and Libya, and to 
“throttle" the Iranian eco- 
nomy as Iran tries to re- 


build its military capability. 

But those “reasons" 
merely take the questions 
back to another layer of 
questioning. Why should 
the U.S. follow such a vin- 
dictive and punitive policy 
against these three coun- 
tries? What have Iran, Iraq 
and Libya done to hurt any 
of America’s national in- 
terests in the Middle East?. 

The surprising answer is 
“nothing.” Support to “ter- 
rorist” groups and “opposi- 
tion to Israeli- Arab peace," 
which are the reasons given 
by Washington, do not 
directly impinge on any 
U.S. national interest. 

But they do impinge 
directly on the interests of 
Israel which, through 
American Zionist groups, 
now directs U.S. policy in 
the region. 

Thus, Iran’s development 
of its military strength is no 
conceivable threat to the 
U.S., nor is Iraq's possible 
.development of a germ 
bomb. But these countries 
are threats to Israel, 
according \o the Israelis. 

During “Desert Storm” 
Iraq fired half a dozen in- 
accurate “Said” missiles at 
Israel which, with conven- 
tional warheads, killed only 
a hand-full of Israelis. But 
what if the missiles were of 
a later more accurate model 
and were tipped with a 
weapon of mass destruction 
as warheads? 

The anti-Libyan motiva- 
tion is different from the 
Iraq-Iran one. Libya is no - 
military threat to Israel but 
Colonel Muammer Qadha- 
fi’s defiant and independent 
stance on the Lockerbie 
suspects is just one man- 
ifestation of how he chal- 


lenges the dominant and 
domineering position in the 
whole area that the U.S. 
“enoys” and to which Israel 
aspires, od its own and in its 
own right. So Libya has to 
be chastened and brought 
to heel. 

This is what Warren 
Christopher means when be 
talks about "rogue states." 
For “rogue" read ‘inde- 
pendent.” On the Nudear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty, 
India is a “rogue state." As 
is Pakistan. Egypt is trying 
to qualify its signature and 
Syria has refused to sign 
unless Israel — the real 
regional “rogue" which 
both refuses to accede and 
has a stockpile of 200 nuc- 
lear bombs — does as well. 

But demonisation can be 
counterproductive if the 
U.S. goes on persecuting 
Iraq even after Baghdad 
has ceased to be any threat 
to its neighbours, which is 
the routine accusation, 
made against the country. 

The Israeli/U.S. alarm 
and despondency about 
Iran’s nuclear “threat" is 
merely preemptive and pre- 
cautionary because Israeli 
nuclear weapons experts 
admit — openly — that it 
would take around 10 years 
for Iran to produce a 
weapon with a delivery sys- 
tem. 

. The U.S. is in danger of 
talking itself into a position 
where it has to do some- 
thing drastic against an 
enemy — who is not really 
an enemy of the U.S. — but 
whom the U.S. public has 
been conditioned, brain- 
washed, into thinking of as 
not merely an enemy but as 
a dangerous and treacher- 
ous foe. 


second mfllennhim AD. 

An interesting, if awkward, question arises: Had these 
dashes taken place between, say, Egyptian farm workers 
and Sri T-anfr a n maids, would the dispute have had to await 
the return of the prime minister, or would the authorities 
have quickly applied the rule of law? 

I suspect that a we put some of our best legal, political 
and tribal minds to it, we could probably come up with a 
formula that successfully modernises tribalism and gives h 
coherent political expression, within a model of statehood 
that honours national unity without totally demolishing the 
tribal unity that is so much older and stronger that the 
modern Euro-style state. Why axe we so mesmerised by the 
secular republicanism jamboree that took place along the 
North Atlantic rim about two and a quarter centuries ago, 
to tiie extent that we ignore ancient and rather nifty 
systems of national configuration that have responded to 
most of our indigenous needs for most of the known history 
of settled human history on earth? 


The key to resolving this issue perhaps might be found 
within the underlying sentiment that sparked the university 
dashes: Honour. The tribal confederacies of old woriced 
because they assured people’s material and emotional 
needs; they generated pasturage, water and wheat fields, 
along with a sense of dignity that came from the collective 
recognition of the identify and rights of the tribe. Trans- 
gressions by individuals were resolved through the collec- 
tivity of the entire tribe. Honour was preserved. Peace 
usually prevailed. 


Perhaps honour itself is a silly concept to have to deal 
with. That, however, is not easily resolved by mortals. We 
may not be able to eliminate honour as a passionate 
instigator of social actions. We can, however, temper it 
with coherent social relationships and rational national 
configurations, even in the post-colonial Arab World. To 
do so, we will have to do two things that we have not done 
to date, due to our enchantment with the smells that come 
out of the kitchens of colonial heartlands: We will have to 
stop simplistically copying Western political systems and 
structures, and we will have to appredate the constructive 
aspects of many of our ancient ways that can be modernised 
for today's world. 

Perhaps the professors and students at the University of 
Jordan conld hold a conference on the subject, to show us 
the way forward to a more enlightened future. This, after 
all, is the role of a university — to engage in energetic, 
honest discussion of new ideas, in order to seek the truth, 
and to forge a better society that is based on self-evident, 
indigenous truths that dignify human beings and institu- 
tionalise merciful conflict-resolution in order to preserve 
social peace. It's also the role of a modem state based on 
laws. It's also what tribalism has done for thousands of 
years. Somewhere in there, one suspects, is a modem 
nation-building jamboree waiting to take place. 
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Philippine 
religious passions 
turn to politics 


By Alistair McIntosh 
Reuter 

MANILA — The Philip- 
pines' exuberant and often 
bloody display of Easter re- 
ligious fervour ended on 
Sunday to be replaced by 
election politics, an equally 
bloody and no less consum- 
ing passion. 

Appropriately for Asia's 
only Christian nation, poli- 
tical analysts make liberal 
use of biblical metaphor in 
looking ahead to legislative 
and local government elec- 
tions on May 8. 

Nobody normally dies in 
the crucifixion reenact- 
ments and flagellations that 
mark the Thursday-to- 
Sunday Easter celebration 
in the Philippines. 

But at least half a dozen 
people have died so far in 
the violence that tradi- 
tionally accompanies Phi- 
lippine elections. 

Newspaper columnists 
and editorial writers draw 
parallels between Christ's 
sufferings on the cross and 
those of the Filipino people 
at the hands of politicians 
who lie and cheat with such 
abandon they could make a 
pharisee blush. 

Others see brotherhood 
between the temple priests 
who bribed Judas Iscariot 
into betraying Jesus and 
Filipino officials who will 
do anything to ensure pro- 
govemment candidates get 
elected. 

Less depressingly, others 
see in the resurrection the 
Filipino ability to bounce 
back from natural catas- 
trophe, political upheaval 
and diplomatic setbacks — 
a track record of recent 
history that led one Manila 
headline writer to ask, “are 
we a nation of losers?" 

More prosaically, others 
regard the polls as a re- 
ferendum on President 
Fidel Ramos, the first Pro- 
testant leader in this over- 


in bringing the Philippines 
from zero to more than five 
per cent gross national pro- 
duct growth, analysts say 
Mr. Ramos is beset by a 
series of problems over 
which he has little control. 

"No government in the 
post-war republic has been 
assailed simultaneously by 
so many domestic and fore- 
ign policy issues as the 
Ramos administration," 
wrote veteran columnist 
Amando Doronila in top- 
selling daily Inquirer on 
Sunday. 

“Ramos is dog-paddiing 
in a sea of troubles," wrote 
the more acerbic Max 
Soliven in the Philippine 
Star. 

Top of the list is Singa- 
pore’s execution of Filipina 
maid Flor Contemplarion 
last month after repeated 
pleas for a stay of execution 
— including two personal 
appeals from Mr. Ramos. 

The hanging of a woman 
many Filipinos believe was 
innocent despite her repe- 
ated confessions has in- 
flamed people who see her 
as a symbol of the more 
than four million Filipinos 
forced to seek work over- 
seas because of poverty at 
home. 

Next comes what Mr. 
Doronila described as “Chi- 
na's creeping territorial ex- 
pansion” in the South Chi- 
na Sea’s spratly islands at 
the expense of Philippine 
claims. 

Diplomats and political 
analysts say China has de-l 
liberately picked the Philip- 
pines, perceived as militari- 
ly the weakest of the South- 
east Asian nations with 
competing claims in the 
Spratlys, to test the region's 
resolve. 

China dismisses all rival 
claims to the disputed 
South China Sea islands 
and rejects multilateral 
negotiations. 

The third crisis is a sud- 
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lie nation of 65 million peo- 
ple. 

Mr. Ramos, halfway 
through the single six-year 
term allowed bv the con- 
stitution, needs election 
success for his ruling party 
candidates to ensure the 
economic reforms to which 
he is committed are not 
thwarted by the senate and 
congress. 

Despite his achievements 




Islamic extremist violence 
in the southern Philippines 
by a group 

Analysts credit Mr- - . £ 
Ramos, a former forces*:.' : : 5 ■*„ 5 - 

chief, with responding firm- ’ ; J 
ly on all three fronts. Will ; 
the voters agree? it 

“This is a powder keg,” 
commented the head of * ’ ^ ■- 
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leading Manila public rela* 
tions firm. “Anything ^ c 

happen.” 
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By Nigel Parry 

DURING THE first term 
of Bir Zeit University’s 
1 994-95 academic year , 
over a third of its 350 stu- 
dents from Gaza were not 
granted permission to 
attend classes. Half way 
through the term, Israel 
agreed to grant nearly three 
quarters of these students 
permission to study if they 
signed a declaration saying 
they supported the current 
peace process. They were 
to be “guinea pigs," their 
behaviour determining 
when the other 1,300 stu- 
dents from the Gaza Strip 
in higher education in the 
West Bank would be 
granted permits, according 
to a letter from Yitzhak 
Rabin, in his capacity as 
defence minister, to Ai Haq 
on Dec. 13. 

With the peace negotia- 
tions seemingly hopelessly 
stalled, Gazan students' 
right to study in West Bank 
institutions bas come to be 
used by Israel as a bargain- 
ing chip for the far higher 
and more tangible stakes of 
land, settlements and secur- - 
ity. The students them- 
selves, real people with real 
hopes and aspirations, a 
fact almost too obvious to 


Problems facing Gazan students in the West Bank 


state but one that either has 
evaded or does not concern 
the Israelis in the least, are 
trapped in a difficult situa- 
tion. With 8,000 teenagers 
finishing secondary school 
in Gaza each year, a figure 
five times greater than the 
capacity of the Strip's two 
tertiary institutions, access 
to higher education in the 
West Bank is a necessity for 
these people. 

Restricted movements 

Since the killing of an 
Israeli teenager in a suburb 
of Tel Aviv in May 1992, 
there have been severe res- 
trictions on Palestinians’ 
movement in and out of the 
Gaza Strip. Gazan students 
must now hold concurrently 
no less than three separate 
permits, each with its own 
separate application proce- 
dure, in order to pursue 
higher education in the 
West Bank. The first, a 
magnetic identity card 
necessary for leaving the 
Strip, allows Israel to track 
by computer the exact dates 
an individual exits and 
reenters. The second per- 
mit is necessary for travel 
through the parr of Israel 
between the Strip and the 
West Bank, and will onlv be 


granted to students who 
sign the aforementioned 
“oath of loyalty" to the 
peace process. Usually 
valid for only two days, it 
must be followed by the 
third permit allowing resi- 
dence in the West Bank. As 
if the application procedure 
for the three were not bad 
enough, with a minimum of 
22 hours standing in line 
usually required, each per- 
mit can only- be issued on 
condition that the student 
passes a “security" check. 
And the granting of one 
permit does not guranatee 
the issuing of the rest. 
Although the academic 
term generally runs for four 
months, the residence per- 
mit is usually only valid for 
three months and its renew- 
al is far from automatic. 

The process is characte- 
rised, above all, by its attib- 
tray nature. Students, re- 
fused several successive ap- 
plications on “security 
grounds" may unexpectedly 
be granted a permit and 
permits are often refused to 
students with no record of 
security offences. Valid 
permits are often confis- 
cated by soldiers at check- 
points or cancelled en mas- 
se in the wake of “security" 
incidents when Israel seals 


off the occupied territories. 

For those who fall foul of 
this labyrinth, there is no 
educational alternative in 
Gaza, which boasts an un- 
employment rate of 45 per 
cent. Israel’s policy fright- 
ens students into staying in 
the West Bank during uni- 
versity holidays in case they 
cannot get back to their 
studies. For students who 
are denied permits, refused 
extensions or have their 
permit invalidated through 
a blanket cancellation, the 
inducement to carry out 
their education without 
consent from Israel is great. 
In order to get out of Gaza, 
students hang onto the ax- 
les of lorries or hide in 
trucks carrying fruit and 
other goods, swim around 
the border into Israel, or 
bluff their way across the 
quieter border points using 
Egyptian identity docu- 
ments. Students already at 
the university travel to and 
from their homes nervously 
avoiding checkpoints. Such 
students are considered by 
Israel as illegally continuing 
their education and are 
therefore in danger .of de- 
tention. large fines and, in 
some cases, even torture. 
Three large-scale night 
raids on Gazan students' 
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Bosnian forces rush to a helicopter to evacuate hDjnred soldiers near the frontline southeast of Sarajevo (AFP) 

Bosnian army gaining 
battlefield credibility 


By Kurt Schork 
„ Reuter 

SARAJEVO — The 
Muslim-led Bosnian gov- 
ernment army has emerged 
from three years of war as a 
credible fighting force cap- 
able of punishing separatist 
Serbs on a number of 
fronts, according to U.N. 
military officers." 

To do so, it has overcome 
the handicaps of a U.N. 
arms embargo and the fact 
that it had to be built from 
scratch when fighting bezan 
in 1992. 

"The Bosnian army is 
much better trained and 
equipped and they seem to 
have learned not to over- 
extend themselves." said a 
senior U.N. officer who 
asked not to be named. 

“Because of their relative 
lack of armour and artillery 
they don'r have the ability 
to concentrate attacks and 
decisively defeat their 
enemy. But they are chip- 
ping away at the Serbs and 
defending the ground they 
take." 

Recent television pic- 
tures of fighting on Mount 
Vlasic. where the army cap- 
tured a communications 
tower from the Serbs, stir- 
red Bosnian Muslims like 


no other footage of the war. 

Gone are the days of 
embarrassing propaganda 
films on government televi- 
sion showing Bosnian sol- 
diers in tennis shoes and 
ill -matched uniforms storm- 
ing buildings in mock ac- 
tions. 

The Vlasic pictures 
showed a well-equipped 
army using tanks and artil- 
lery in deep snow on rugged 
terrain, seizing and defend- 
ing an objective which had 
long eluded their grasp. 

•*We have gone from the 
defensive to the offensive." 
explained Bosnian army 
Brigadier General Jovan 
Divjak. 

"Vlasic was a significant 
victory over a much super- 
ior aggressor under very 
difficult weather condi- 
tions." 

Bosnia had no army 
when it gained mikjvnitcniv 
from the former Yugoslavia 
weis immediately set upon 
by Serb forces intent upon 
dismembering the new na- 
tion. 

Gangsters, policemen 
and shopkeepers manned 
barricades in Sarajevo, 
fending off Serb tanks with 
rifles and shotguns. 

The arms embareo made 


little difference to Bosnian 
Serbs who got armour, 
artillery and ammunition 
from Belgrade. 

But for the Bosnian gov- 
ernment. which had made 
little preparation for war, 
the embargo was nearly a 
death sentence. 

By the end of 1992 Bos- 
nian Serbs had overrun 70 
per cent of the country and 
besieged most of the Mus- 
lim population in major 
cities like Sarajevo and a 
few rural enclaves. 

Croats in western Bosnia 
and neighbouring Croatia, 
nominal allies in the gov- 
ernment fight against Serbs, 
regularly blocked and pil- 
fered illegal arms shipments 
bound for Sarajevo forces. 

Bosnian Muslims and 
Croats fought their own war 
in central Bosnia in 1993 
until the United States bro- 
kered a ceasefire in the 
spring of 1994 and per- 
suaded them to form a fed- 
eration. 

The federation agree- 
ment opened supply routes 
for light arms, ammunition 
and anti-tank weapons into 
central Bosnia, where the 
most active battlefields lay. 

Formerly rag-tag units 
began taking the field in full 


PNA, Hamas meet on attacks 


as they want through peace- 
ful, democratic means, bat 
not through the use of vio- 
lence.” 

PLO officials and members 
; of Islamic Jihad said they, 
too, were in contact on the 
■ same issue. 

? A leading Hamas figure 
' said last week that Hamas 
v would consider suspending 
- attacks in and from self-rale 
areas if the PNA ensured it 
was part of what he called 
■1 ‘‘the decision-making pro- 
cess.” 

Hamas spokesman 


(Continued from page 1) 
Mahmoud Al Zahar told the 
newspaper Al Quds that any 
decision to halt attacks would 
have to come from the 
Hamas miltiary wing, Izzed- 
din Al Qassam. 

Dr. Zahar could not be 
reached for comment, but 
one PLO official interpreted 
this as a "positive develop- 
ment because it did not mean 
he totally rejected halting 
attacks.” 

In Gaza a military court 
sentenced a Hamas supporter 
to seven years in jail after 
convicting him of helping 


transport explosives to Israel, 
Palestinian Prosecutor 
General Khaled Al Kidra 
said on Monday. 

Mohammad Ai Simri, 29, 
was the third Hamas man 
sent to jail in two days by the 
PNA. 

The authority has also 
jailed three men from Islamic 
Jihad, one of them for life. 

Palestinian sources said 
Simri was detained last 
month apparently on a tip 
from Israel that he helped 
Hamas smuggle a track laden 
with explosives into Israel. 


uniform with flak jackets., 
battle helmets, sleeping 
bags, spare boots, guns, 
ammunition and radios. 

The Bosnian army ended 
1994 by capturing Kupres in 
the centre' of the country 
and taking key high ground 
known as the Cemerska 
Planina north of Sarajevo. 

The army has used a win- 
ter truce to train and equip 
itself for renewed offensives 
when a current truce ends 
on May 1. 

"The’ real limitation on 
our army now is the lack of 
heavy weapons caused by 
the arms embargo." said 
General Divjak. 

"We arc trying to pull 
ourselves out of that hole 
by capturing weapons and 
producing some. We buy a 
few weapons, but the- 
embargo is the limit to our 
greater success." 

Despite the truce, gov- 
ernment troops have 
already launched offensives 
on Vlasic and. further east, 
around Tuzla. 

"Bosnian army morale is 
excellent but the Serbs ha- 
ven't really responded yet 
and government troops are 
yet to be tested in 1995.” 
said a U.N. official who 
asked not to be named. 


PNA accuses 
Israel of killing 

(Continued from page 1) 

began beating about 20 of 
them with gun butts and 
sticks. Soldiers dragged 
several women by the hair. 

The incident led to stone 
throwing by Palestinian 
youths but soldiers held their 
fire. There were no injuries 
in the incident. 

Soldiers detained at least 
13 people, including some 
prominent leaders of Mr. 

, Arafat’s Fateh movement in 
Ramallah, witnesses said. 


accommodation took place 
in 1994. 

Albert Aghazarian, the 
director of public relations 
at Bir Zeit, believes that 
Israel intentionally makes 
use of the students' tenuous 
status in the West Bank to 
target and manipulate indi- 
viduals it wishes to harass 
or use for its own ends. A 
recent publication of the 
Human Rights Action Pro- 
ject (HRAP) at Bir Zeit 
entitled Making Education 
Illegal — Students from the 
Gaza Strip, the most com- 
prehensive report on the 
issue to date, includes the 
case of a Bir Zeit student 
called Faisal that illustrates 
this conclusion. Faisal was 
arrested on his way home 
from the university in the 
wake of the blanket can- 
cellation of permits follow- 
ing the Oct. 19 bus bombing 
in Tel Aviv. Despite the 
immediate intervention of 
university officials at the 
scene, Faisal was taken to 
the interrogation wing of 
Ramallah Prison to be in- 
terrogated by agents of Shin 
Bet. He had bee'n arrested, 
fined and deported to Gaza 
for a permit violation ear- 
lier in the year. 

The agenda of the Shin 
Bet officers was to recruit 


Faisal as a collaborator, 
providing them with in- 
formation about political 
activity and activits at the 
university. They offered 
money and permits to study 
if he agreed. When he re- 
fused. the officers called up 
his file on the computer and 
threatened to rape his 
mother and sister. He was 
beaten until his arm broke 
and one of his eardrums 
was damaged. The senior 
Shin Bet officer comman- 
ded the others to leave the 
room and took out his gun. 
While removing all the bul- 
lets except one, he said: 
“You only have one choice, 
to work with us. If you 
don't I will kill you." Show- 
ing Faisal the remaining 
bullet, he closed the cham- 
ber and spun it, telling him. 
“You have three seconds to 
agree to work for us. Do 
you want to pray before you 
die?" Counting to three, 
the commander pointed the 
gun at his head and pulled 
the trigger, but the gun 
clicked on an empty cham- 
ber. Repeating his threats, 
he pulled the trigger again 
with the same result. 

Faisal was eventually 
fined and released, having 
his magnetic identity card 
confiscated, on condition 


that he return to Gaza. But 
the severity of his injuries 
necessitated medical treat- 
ment, which delayed him 
for a few days, after which 
he decided to remain in 
West Bank to complete his 
studies. His house was 
raided about a month later, 
and even though he had 
been sleeping on the roof to 
avoid detection, he was dis- 
- covered and deported back 
to Gaza on condition that 
he withdrew a complaint he 
had filed against the Shin 
Bet. 

DisSnfonoaation 

Organisations that pro- 
test the denial of education 
to a desperate population 
come up against the wide- 
spread disinformation that 
Israel releases to cloud this 
issue. In April-May 1994, 
London-based Friends of 
Bir Zeit University (FBZU) 
launched a campaign on be- 
half of Gazan students. At 
the end of June the Israeli 
embassy's standard re- 
sponse to enquirers was to 
blame the new Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) 
for any problems with per- 
mits. In fact the systematic 
and widespread denial of 
permits had nothing to do 
with the PNA as Israel had 


retained the power to grant 
or deny them. 

Throughout the year, 
Israeli disinformation ro in- 
dividuals and MPs writing 
in protest continued. On 
Nov. 3, London Ambassa- 
dor Moshe Raviv, writing in 
response to a question 
raised by Mike Watson, ab- 
out the fate of 29 Bir Zeit 
students arrested in April, 
claimed “these students 
have since returned to their 
studies with valid permits”. 
Yet no permits had been 
issued to any Gazan stu- 
dents since the Tel Aviv bus 
'bombing of Oct. 19, and 
were nor issued . to some 
until Dec. 7, one month 
later. After consulting with 
rhe Israeli prime minister's 
office on Dec. 22. Foreign 
Office representative Guy 
Pollard joyfully told FBZU 
that “students in Gaza 
wishing to pursue studies in 
the West Bank would now 
be free to do so.” Yet Mr. 
Rabin’s office had issued a 
statement to Al Haq a fort- 
night earlier outlining the 
new “loyalty oath." 

The writer is Public Rela- 
tions Officer at Bir /Zeit 
University. The article is \ 
reprinted from Middle East . 
International. 


Chechens caned at first trial 


under Sharia law 


By Isabella Astigarraga 

Agence France Presse 

VEDENO, Russia — The 
27 men lined up on the 
platform in the mosque 
Thursday, grinning 
sheepishly and frying not to 
look at the crowd that had 
come to witness their trial 
and punishment by 
Chechenya’s first Islamic 
court. 

The 27 had been arrested 
for being drank and dis- 
orderly in the streets of 
Vedeno. a hill town about 
60 kilometres southeast of 
the Chechen capital Groz- 
ny. They knew what to ex- 
pect as they eyed the canes 
lying on a table beside the 
Koran. 

The “trial” was a mere 
formality, since the defen- 
dants were caught in the 
act. The presiding imam ex- 
plained that under the 
“Islamic constitution” in- 
troduced a month ago by 
Chechen separatist leaders, 
their offence was punish- 
able by 40 strokes of the 
cane. 

The atmosphere was 
lighthearted enough as the 
first man came forward to 
take his punishment. He 
took off his jacket and lay 
down on the table face 
down. The "executioner” 


— a young man in jeans and 
a leather jacket — lifted the 
cane hesitantly, clearly re- 
luctant to inflict the punish- 
ment on his victim. 

As be wavered with arm 
upraised, the offender 
turned and told him impa- 
tiently to “get on with it.” 
The 100 or so spectators 
burst out laughing. 

The blows. 30 on the 
buttocks and 10 on the 
shoulders were dealt re- 
latively lightly for the first 
of the condemned men. 
Some attempted to turn the 
whole exercise into a kind 
of sporting event by jump- 
ing briskly off the table 
when the punishment was 
over. 

Gradually however the 
tone of the proceedings 
changed. The blows be- 
came harder and the atmos- 
phere changed. 

At one point, as one of 
the prisoners moved to the 
table, a man in battledress 
stood up at the back of the 
courtroom and shouted 
something. He walked to 
the front and handed over 
his Kalashnikov assault rifle 
to another soldier, then 
seized the cane. “It’s his 
brother,” a spectator con- 
fided. 

In all, seven or eight 
brothers or cousins asked to 


mete out the punishment on 
their relative themselves. 

Bias, another spectator 
said those prisoners were 
“lucky" because in this 
close-knit community their 
shame is thus mitigated. 

“The blows are nothing 
at all. The worst is the 
shame. It is better to be hit 
by a member of the fami- 
ly," Dias said. 

Most of the prisoners 
took their punishment with- 
out flinching. One even 
offered to take a double 
dose, in place of a man who 
he said was sick. 

But as they filed out of 
the courtroom, all the men 
averted their gaze and the 
spectators looked away in 
embarrassment. 

Of the 27, only one man 
protested the punishment. 
“I am 65 and all my life I 
have never done a wrong 
thing to anyone. You are 
youngsters, you owe me re- 
spect,” he yelled at the 
imam and the young men 
frying to restrain him. 

Finally, two of his 
nephews managed to put 
turn on the table and held 
him down while the cane 
was applied. 

There was strong support 
for this new form of justice 
among the spectators in the 
court and the people of 
Vedeno, where the separat- 


ists have set up their new 
headquarters. 

But many were keen to 
stress that Chechenya was 
not about to become a 
Caucasian Saudi Arabia. 
“We don't want to stop 
people drinking, we just 
want to punish those who 
get drank in the streets ev- 
ery night and who shame 
everyone and molest the 
women,” said Sultan, 30. 

He himself readily admit- 
ted drinking a glass of alco- 
hol from time to time “but 
not in public." 

There were people in 
Vedeno who wanted to 
apply the Sharia in all its 
rigour, notably for crimin- 
als. They recalled wistfully 
the Soviet era when, as one 
noted, “you could walk ab- 
out at night and there were 
no thieves." 

The majority however 
said Islamic law was not 
part of tradition in 
Chechenya where the peo- 
ple practise Sufism, form of 
Islam. 

As to the 27 caned on 
Thursday, Sultan said it was 
unlikely they would become 
teetotallers as a result. He 
said they would “certainly 
not be deterred from drink- 
ing. Only now they'll be 
more careful not to get 
caught.” 


By Marik J. Pornbcansfcy 

Tbe Associated Press 
KOSICE, Slovakia — Frus- 
trated by bad roads, rickety 
buses, polluting factories 
and other urban woes, vo- 
ters in Slovakia’s second- 
largest city looked for a 
mayor with experience. 
They choose a former com- 
munist. 

The political comeback 
last fall of Rudolf Schuster, 
who ran this city of 250,000 
people during tbe 1980s be- 
fore the collapse of com- 
munism, is far from unique. 

Five years ago, milli ons 
of average people through- 
out the Soviet bloc rose up 
to junk a system foundering 
on mediocrity. Now, they 
are using their freedom to 
invite back the only people 
with real governing experi- 
ence. 

Today, one-time com- 
munists voice support for 
political pluralism and mar- 
ket economics. Pragmatists 
like Mr. Schuster, who 
accepted communism less 
out of ideological convic- 
tion than from a lack of 
alternatives, find the 
adjustment easiest 

But some retain old 
habits and a constituency 
that remains focused on so- 
cial equality. It is unclear 
whether they can apply 
yesterday’s experience to 
today's problems. 

Reformed communist 
parties have won majorities 
in Hungary, Bulgaria and 
Lithuania. One-time appar- 
atchiks are entrenched to 
varying degrees' in Roma- 
nia, Moldova, Slovakia, Po- 
land and Latvia and all of 


Former communists make 
comeback in Eastern Europe 


the former Yugoslav repub- 
lics. Former low-level com- 
munists fared well in Esto- 
nia’s election March S. 

Only in tbe Czech Re- 
public, the westernmost 
state of the former Marxist 
world, and Albania on the 
southern fringe, are com- 
munists definitely out. And 
in Albania, President Sail 
Berisha's ruling. Democra- 
tic Party is accused by 
opponents of trampling 
democratic principles. 

But this is also a story of 
democracy at work. Voters 
confronted with squabbling 


politicians, unemployment, 
large discrepancies in 
wealth and rapidly rising 
prices, sought experience. 

Enter Mr. Schuster. 

As mayor during the ’80s, 
Mr. Schuster started re- 
building Kosice’s old town. 
People remember that he 
got things done. When die 
post-communist mayor 
straggled, Mr. Schuster was 
reelected to tackle a famil- 
iar list of urban problems. 

He said a polluting mag- 
nesium factory must be 
dosed, two-thirds of the 
buses should be replaced 
and a highway bypass bmh. 
But he knows money is 
.short and he must produce 
in order to be reelected. 

“There is no time for 
theoretical problems,** Mr. 
Schuster said. “Now is the 
time for practical, market 

economics." 

“I wasn’t a good com- 
munist,” he said. “But I 
was a member of the party, 
because otherwise I 
couldn’t do my job." 

Mr. Schuster was a bad 


enough communist to be 
named chairman of Slova- 
kia’s first post-Marxist re- 
gional parliament and the 
Czechoslovak ambasador to 
Canada before the federa- 
tion split into two countries 
in 1993. 

Even in tbe era of stifling 
communist bureaucracy, he 
bad a reputation as a man 
with the common touch. 
His time in Canada rein- 
forced his appredation for 
practical local politics, be 
said. 

Few people in Eastern 
Europe would go back to 
the strictures of commun- 
ism, so why reelect the peo- 
ple who enforced them? 
Some say former commun- 
ists are among the most 
able managers. 

’These are ambitious, 
smart people whose only 
chance to excel in those 
times was as communist 
party leaders,” said 60- 
year-old Nadezhda Bespa- 
lova in Moldova, a former 
Soviet republic. 

Ladislav Falat, who ran 
Mr. Schuster’s comeback 
campaign and now is an 
official with Slovakia’s anti- 
monopoly agency, said 
whatever its faults, the 
communist system trained 
party members as adminis- 
trators. 

“Those who were not in 
the party are like athletes 
who were never framed 
be said. 

Elsewhere in the region, 
voters have turned to for- 
mer communists to escape 
nationalism or political ' 
bickering, or . to east the 
pain of economic transition. 


Once in power, the former 
communists must juggle de- 
mands for a social safety net 
and the need to pursue tight 
money and tough reform. 

Hungary’s Socialist Par- 
ty, renamed former com- 
munists, swept to power 
last year behind Gyula 
Horn, the foreign minister 
who opened the iron cur- 
tain in 1989. 

Voters looked to the 
socialists to end the drift of 
an inexperienced centre- 
right government. But they 
are saddled with political 
squabbles and an economic 
mess. Respected Finance 
Minister Laszlo Bekesi quit 
in January in a disute with 
Mr. Horn about the pace of 
reform. Mr. Bekesi wanted 
to gq fast; Mr. Horn was 
concerned about protecting 
a loyal constituentency. 

Bulgaria’s 35-year-old 
socialist Prime Minister, 
Zhan Vidcnov, was elected 
in December to end five 
years of parliamentary grid- 
lock, but faces similar chal- 
lenges. 

Ognyan Minchev, a poli- 
tical analyst in Bulgaria, 
predicts Mr. Videnov will 
struggle with old-style com- 
munist thinking in tbe par- 
ty's rank and file. 

*fn some places, the old 
Marxists never left, Roma- 
nian President Ion Iliescii, a 
former communist minister, 
took power after Nicolae 
Ceansescu was deposed and 
has- shielded Romanians 
from extensive market re- 
forms. Romanians elected 
him in 1990 and 1992, and 
polls suggest he would win 
again in 1996* 
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TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
desire to bolster the yea as a 
key world currency faces 
many obstacles, including the 
huge yen debt held by many 
Asian nations and the U.S. 
dollar’s entrenched position 
in world trade, analysts said 
Monday. 

“Malaysia, for example, 
has a huge yen debt. The last 
thing I think they want to do 
is take on more yen,” said 
Betsy Daniels, a banking 
analyst with Morgan Stanley 
in Tokyo. 

The yen has risen 17 per 
cent in value against the dol- 
lar since the beginning of the 
year, increasing the costs of 
repayment for Asian coun- 
tries who hold loans from 
Japanese banks. 

Since many of these coun- 
tries use dollars in their inter- 
national trade, such as China, 
Thailand and Indonesia, this 
raises their repayment costs. 

The Japanese government 
has so far said it will do 
nothing to ease Asian coun- 
tries’ debt burden, which has 
reached more than $6 billion. 

Tokyo has raised the idea 
of bolstering the yen as a key 
world currency to match the 
country's economic ascension 
and counter the effects of the 
falling dollar, which has dra- 
matically boosted the price of 
Japanese exports. 

Takafumi Kaneko, a depu- 
ty director of Japan’s Econo- 
mic Planning Agency, said 
Friday that Japan wanted to 
develop "intimate relations 
with Asian central banks" to 
develop the yen as a key 
international currency. 

He cited U.S. economic 
decline and the lack of sup- 
port for the dollar as a major 
reason. 

This presumably means 
Japan would like more Asian 
central banks to hold their 
current accounts in yep and 
for business transactions, to 
be conducted in yen. ’ 

- But Dick Beason, an eco- 
nomist with James Capel in 
Tokyo, said this all points to 


maintaining the yen as a 
strong currency, which is not 
the effect that the Japanese 
government should be striv- 
ing for at this time." 

“I don’t think this has been 
very well thought out,” Mr. 
Beason said. “This is not the 
policy the Japanese govern- 
ment should be pursuing 
now." 

For the yen to take on the 
stature of a key trading cur- 
rency, Asian countries have 
to be able to sell more of 
their products in Japan, 
which would in turn put more 
yen _ in their pockets, Ms. 
Daniels said. 

She said one reason the 
dollar dominated is that the 
United States represented 
one of the biggest markets for 
developing Asian countries, 
which was not the case with 
Japan. 

“Japan has to open its 
doors to imports so these 
countries can earn the yen to 
repay their debts," Ms. 
Daniels said. 

Malaysia and Thailand 
conduct about 40 per cent of 
their trade with Japan, bnt 
only about 20 per cent of 
their currency reserves are in 
yen, she said. Much of their 
currency reserves remain in 
dollars. 

“The dollar is still far more 
comfortably accepted,” said 
Mark Faulkner, an analyst 
with S.G. Warburg secur- 
ities. “The yen is really not in 
a position to take over the 
dollar’s position, not even in 
its own backyard.” 

Another reason the dollar 
is so entrenched in Asia is 
that the currencies in Hong 
Kong, Malaysia and Thai- 
land, among others, are link- 
ed to the greenback in one 
way or another. 

The analysts agree that the 
dollar may eventually be 
knocked off its throne; but it 
will require some major res- 
tructuring of the way interna- 
tional business is conducted. 

The dollar remains the 
foremost currency for the 


IFO: Yen to maintain 

strength in medium term 

MUNICH (AFP) — The yen is to maintain its strong 
position over the medium term, particularly against the 
dollar, and this will have a profound effect on the Japanese 
economy, the Munich-based IFO institute said in a report 
published here Tuesday. 

The institute forecast lower growth for Japan, whose 
GDP rose 0.6 per cent last year oyer 1993, calculating the 
rate would slide 0.S percentage points for every 10 yen the 
currency was overvalued against the ailing dollar. 

It added that Japanese industry had reacted to lower 
competitiveness resulting from the strength of the yen by 
transferring some production to neighbouring Asian states 
“where salaries are lower.” 

IFO estimates the high costs associated with German 
industry, which had cost it its competitive edge last year, 
had now “almost entirely disappeared," considerably 
boosting German exporters’ chances in Japan. 

The institute addedf that because of the yen's overevalua- 
tion, conditions for German firms looking to move into 
Japan have become much improved. It said medium -sized 
firms should seize the moment to develop links with 
Japanese partners. 

IFO researchers added that the Japanese economy now 
found itself in a structural crisis as it struggled to overcome 
the deepest and longest recession since the war and 
identified political change and deregulation as necessary to 
effect a turnaround. 

But they warned it was too early to speak of the “end of 
the Japanese era" as the Japanese were likely to be able to 
react flexibly to the new situation. 


buying and selling of pet- 
roleum, which Ms. Betsy says 
“is what greases the wheels of 
the world economy.” 

What may happen is that 
certain currencies may 
dominate in regions of the 
world, as is the case with the 
German mark in Europe, 
particulary in former com- 
munist block nations, where 
the dollar has become the 
currency of second choice. 

“In the next five years, we 
should start seeing a more 
strongly entrenched yen- 
trading bloc," Ms. Betsy 
said. “We do expect greater 
imports from Japan.” 
Meanwhile, traders turned 
their backs on a plan to 
stimulate the Japanese eco- 
nomy, and reacted to in- 
action at a meeting of fi- 


- nance ministers in Bali, by 
driving the dollar down Mon- 
day and warning it could go 
farther. 

Dealers reported “heavy” 
intervention to support the 
dollar by the Bank of Japan, a 
day after Japan and the Un- 
ited States had been unable 
to announce concrete steps to 
stabilise foreign exchange 
rates daring talks at a meet- 
ing of Asia Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) finance 
ministers in Bali. 

Japanese officials asked 
the markets for patience to 
let the package of “emergen- 
cy economic measures," un- 
veiled Friday to counter the 
rise of the yen, take effect. 

“At the moment, die mar- 
ket is giving low marks to it. 
But when supplementary 


budget and import- 
promoting tax measures take 
shape, the market's recogni- 
tion will change.” Japanese 
Finance Minister Masayoshi 
Takemura was quoted by Jiji 
Press as saying in Bali Mon- 
day. 

The U.S. currency fell 
against the yen despite a deci- 
sion by the Bank of Japan to 
cut its discount rate from 1.75 
per cent to 0.75 per cent on 
Friday, dealers said. 

The dollar was quoted at 
82.15-20 yen in evening trad- 
ing on the Tokyo foreign 
exchange market, down from 
the previous business day's 
82.32-34 yen here. 

“As expected, (Friday's 
economic) package had no- 
thing new," a chief dealer 
with a Japanese city hank 
said. “The outcome of the 
APEC forum at the weekend 
seems to be the factor that 
pushed the yen op again.” 
Dealers warned that the 
U.S. currency might break a 
record low price of 80.15 yen, 
marked last week because 
there were few factors to 
support the dollar in the short 
term. 

“It is no wonder that the 
dollar falls below 80 yen 
sometimes this week,” Hijiri 
Fujiwara, a dealer at Daiwa 
Bank Ltd., said. “The dollar 
may touch 79 yen or even 78 
yen if selling pressure surges 
to a considerable point.” 
Dealers also said the dis- 
count rate cut to a record low 
of one per cent did not 
appear to affect the market 
because the cut of .0.75 per- 
centage point was within ex- 
pectations. 

“If the Bank of Japan lo- 
wered interest rates by one 
percentage point instead „ of 
0.75 percentage point, the 
yen might have been lower 
(against the dollar),'’ another 
dealer said. 

Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama, brushing aside 
fears of a further surge in the 
Japanese currency, 
said his government 


was ready to do everything 
possible to stem the rising 
yen. 

“As for Japan, we will take 
all kinds of measures to sta- 
bilise the international cur- 
rency market, while taking a 
coordinated global action,” 
Mr. Murayama said. 

“I believe (the United 
States) will reveal steps short- 
ly (to defend the dollar),"' 
Mr. Murayama said, adding 
that Tokyo and Washington 
“have confirmed the need to 
stabilise exchange rates.” 

Chief cabinet secretary 
Kozo Igarasbi, speaking at a 
news conference here, said 
Monday that Japan and the 
United States had “agreed to 
take timely and appropriate 
action in the market," to 
counter the rise of the yen. 

Mr. Igarashi stressed that 
Japan was committed to im- 
plement faithfully the econo- 
mic package announced Fri- 
day. 

“It is most important that 
we implement the latest 
package,” Mr. Igarashi said. 

Share prices rose Monday 
on ■ bargain-hunting and 
futures-led buying, although 
market players were dis- 
appointed at the package, 
brokers said. 

“The government package 
announced last Friday 
didn't meet market expecta- 
tions,' a Japanese broker 
said, adding that most players 
said the impact of the mea- 
sures was “extremely” li- 
mited. 

The Nikkei stock average 
of 225 issues rose by 256.26 
points to close at 16,304.15 
points following a 2.4 per 
cent, or 390.9-point, decline 
on Friday. Turnover dropped 
from Friday’s 314.68 mini mi 
shares to an estimated 180 
million. 

Investors believed that the 
yen coaid . begin another 
surge as soon as markets in 
Europe and the United States 
opened after the Easter holi- 
day, traders added. 


Economic change leaves Russians below poverty line 


MOSCOW (R) - Russia’s 
rush .to a market economy 
has brought colour te Mos- 
cow’s : shops and new cars to 
the streets, but millions of 
people live below the poverty 
line, their jobs and liveli- 
hoods at risk from economic 
change. 

The head of the All- 
Russian Centre for Living 
Standards, an institute linked 
to the Labour Ministry, said 
Monday that 30 to 40 per cent 
of Russians earned less than 
the 249,000 ($50) a month 
viewed as the minimum sub- 
sistence level. 

“Thirty to 40 per cent of 
tbe population live below the 
poverty line," Vyacheslav 


Bobkov. said by .telephone. 

But building a soda! safety 
net to help pensioners and 
tiie unemployed is low on the 
list of Russian priorities right 
now. 

Ministers have plumped in- 
stead to stretch their budget 
funding a costly military cam- 
paign to crush breakaway 
Chechenya's independence 
bid. Poverty in Russia, the 
subject of a World Bank re- 
port to be released next 
month, is unlikely to go 
away. 

"Poverty is something we 
are very concerned about, 
and so is tbe Russian govern- 
ment, possibly because it is 
an election year,” said Hasso 


MolinensV operations mania- 5 
ger at the World Bank’s Mos- 
cow office. 

“I think there is a realisa- 
tion that the cost of transition 
is substantial. In the short' to 
medium term, more and 
more people are going to 
become poor," he added. 

World Bank figures show 
that Russia spends about 12.4 
per cent of gross domestic 
product (GDP) on social 
security, although other 
Western economists put the 
figure at much more than 
that. 

To fund a better system of 
social protection would take 
14.9 per cent of GDP, the 
organisation says. ‘These are 
figures which are finance- 


able, and it . is definitely 
something the government : 
should be tonsidering,” Mr. J1 
Molineus said. 

He said cash could come 
from redirecting subsidies, 
redistributing budgeted funds 
and raising retirement ages 
from the 50, 55 or 60 current- 
ly seen in Russia. “Low re- 
tirement ages like these are 
something a country like 
Russia can ill afford." 

He said World Bank loans 
might help fund soda! secur- 
ity while Russia completed 
the transition from commun- 
ism to capitalism, but Mr. 
Bobkov said he knew little of 
such plans. 

“We prefer to rely on our 


own resources to solve the 
problem," he said. 

Russia already has a social 
safety net inherited from a 
Soviet system which recog- 
nised tbe existence of neither 
inflation nor unemployment. 
It is struggling to cope. 

Benefits, including homes, 
kindergartens and duties, are 
frequently funded by firms 
rather than by the state. 
Other programmes may not 
reach the people who need 
them most. 

Life below the poverty line 
may mean surviving on a 
pension under $9 a month — 
the new minimum approved 
by the State Duma parliament 


last week. , a loaf of .bread 
costs 2D cents. 

Unemployment — two mil- 
lion in a workforce of 70 
million — is still low by West- 
ern standards, but official 
data hide short-time working 
and temporary layoffs at 
firms fighting to survive. 

“People were looked after 
by their company, and they 
were not fired even when the 
company ran into trouble," 
said one Western economist. 

“But that is destructive as 
well. Firms keep people on 
rather than letting them go 
because they know there is 
no independent alternative." 


Peanuts 


PUT THE MARBLE IN YOUR 
FINGERS LIKE THIS, AND THEN 
FLIP IT WITH YOUR THUMB.. 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 
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“Stanley, that was a great kiss! 
Where did you leam to tripie-pucker?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
I g by Henri Arnold and Mike Arplrfon 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letterto each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 
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WHAT A CUSTOMER 
CAN VO IN A 
SHOE REPAIR SHOP. 

Now arrange me circled letiers to 
lorm me surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: STOIC EPOCH UPLIFT OBLONG 
Answer. What hubby got on his day off — 
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Arab overseas funds 
put at over $ 900 b 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — Arab states have more than S900 
billion investments abroad, nearly half of which are owned 
by governments, a United Arab Emirates (UAE) study said 

Monday. . 

Most of the assets are based in the United States and 
Europe and around $400 billion belong to governments, 
according to the study by Hassan AI Numan, chairman of the 
Federation of UAE Chambers of Commerce and Industry. 

The Arab private sector controls around $220 billion while 
the rest are invested by banks in deposits, he said. 

Mr. Numan gave no further details of those funds but bank 
estimates showed more than $400 billion of the Arab 
overseas assets are owned by Saudi Arabia and its five 
partners in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). 

Most of the GCC funds are based in the U.S. and the 
European Union and invested in stocks, real estate and bank 
-deposits. 

Studies show major 
U.S . class divisions 


NEW YORK (R) — Econo- 
mic class differences in the 
United States are more pro- 
nounced than in any other 
industrialised nation, the 
New York Times reported 
Monday. 

Citing economic and statis- 
tical research yet to be pub- 
lished, the Times reported 
that in 1989. last year for 
which statistics were avail- 
able. the wealthiest one per 
cent of American households 
— with assets worth $2.3 
million — owns “nearly 40 
per cent of the nation's 
wealth." 

The top 20 per cent of 
households, with assets of 
$180,000 or more, owns 80 
per cent of America's wealth, 
the newspaper said. 

In contrast, the richest one 
per cent of the British 
population owns about 18 per 
cent of the wealth. 

On the lower end of the 
scale, the studies showed the 
lowest earing 20 per cent of 
households earn 5.7 per cent 
of America’s after-tax in- 
come. 


In Finland, the lowest 20 
per cent earns 10.S per cent 
of after-tax income. 

In terms of income, the top 
20 per cent of American 
households earn $55,000 or 
more and bring in 55 per cent 
of the after-tax income, the 
paper reported. 

The author of two of the 
studies on wealth in Western 
countries is New York Uni- 
versity Professor Edward 
Wolff, an economist who is to 
publish the papers in the next 
few months, the newspaper 
reported. 

"We are the most unequal 
industrialised country in 
terms of income and wealth, 
and we’re .growing more un- 
equal faster than the other 
industrialised countries." Dr. 
Wolff told the Times. 

“It tilts the political system 
toward those who have more 
resources," Margaret Weir of 
the Brookings Institution was 
quoted as saying. 

Another scholar preparing 
studies for publication is 
Timothy Smeeding, director 
of the Luxembourg income 
study project. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY APRIL 18, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Look to good pals in the morning for 
.ideas which will help you to advance in vour career, then later 
complete dull routines. 

TAURUS: (April 20 io May 20) Get outside ventures built up even if 
it means investing a little more money. This is a good day to try to 
gain personal goals. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This morning is the best time to 
extend your enterprises and later tonight avoid anything which can 
spoil your name. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Seek for a clever way to 
improve your interests and tonighi steer dear one who is unpredict- 
able and could cause problems. 

LEOfc (July 22 to August 21 ) A partner may comprehend some point 
you come up with and will help you put it across to a bigwig today. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Put those new ‘ideas to work 
and you can handle a fellow associate much better, then later today 
you can be charming towards those around. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) This morning is fine for 
working on your finest talent, and be certain to handle any tasks 
ahead of you conscientiously. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Get your abode running 
smoothly in the morning, but later don'i take on any more expense 
than you can easily afford. ■ 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 2!) It is wise to get 
important matters attended to in the morning, and then give more 
attention to you home and family members. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) In the morning today, 
you know hOw to make better use of assets and thereby gain more, 
but later tonight use tact with everyone around you. 

I AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Be on the alert to gain 
i sc le cherished wish but don t make changes today where money 
aft rs are concerned or you get into trouble. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Find a better method of gaining 
your personal aims and latter don't use forceful methods with others 
or there could be problems. 

Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 


THE Daily Crossword byst^ 


B. Whitten 


ACROSS 
l Carp's Mn 
5 Type trfdlve 
S Fow&tion 

13 Mideast 
sultanate 

14 Detection device 

16 Ge rant's wife 

17 Shredded 

16 ’—Seeing You* 

19 Farm measure 

26 Small groups 
72 Person ol great 

emnence 

23 Aflerward 

24 Fintslone's cry 

27 Secret hideaway 

20 Mediterranean 
tree 

31 Recreation 
place 

35 Bane) pen 

36 Lawyers' gp. 

37 Parks and- 
Bonheyr 

•*0 Obtan 
41 Baby carriage 
44 Unexpected 
successes 
47 Looks fixedly 

49 Letterman's 
compel man 

50 Song from a 
Disney mwrte 

56 Moved smoothly 
56 -Tytef Mnore 
59 British COuniy 
50 Water liy ate 
6i Sweeper 
63 Son cheese 
54 Cain's victim 

65 Fable writer 

66 OH 

67 Proboscs 

66 Agents, briefly 

69 Dame Myra — 

DOWN 
t Eccentric 

2 Jewish scholar 

3 South American 
Indian 

4 Exalt 

5 — Lanka 

6 Aussie Isaper 

7 Improvise 

6 Wealthy VIP 



9 Deteal 
10 Alaskan aiy 
11. Father 
12 Biblical garden 
15 Ol the kidneys 
21 Moselle feeder 

25 Fashion name 

26 Ceitan 
prosecutors. 
xrtaBy 

23 At all times 

30 Permits 

31 Chats kSy 

32 Border on 

33 "Lite'' and 
Time" 

34 Author's works; 
ahbr. 

38 Cartoon 
character 

39 Acorn, e.g. 

42 Frying pan 

43 Inlonnal 
affirmative 

45 Slaughter ol 
baseball 

46 Pompous 

bureaucrat 


48 Ballroom dance 

51 Chalenger 

52 Unevenly 
notched ■ 

53 Threnody 

54 Zodiac sign 


55 Listens to 

56 Bridge 
measure 

57 Timber wolf 
62 Some cops; 
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A review 
of economic news 
\from the Arabic press 


Number of 
job-seekers 

bit 111,000 

irtr THE TOTAL of all job- 
seekers in the Kingdom is 
111 , 000 , including 62,000 
females. The largest percen- 
tage is in Amman Governo- 
rs te where job-seekers 
account for 30 per cent, fol- 
lowed by Irbid at 18 per cent. 

The lowest percentage of 
1.4 per cent is in Aqaba. 
Sixty per cent of job-seekers* 
hold diplomas from commun- 
ity colleges whereas the num- 
ber of university graduates 
does not exceed 3,200. The 
figures were given by the 
president of the Civil Services 
Commission who pointed out 
that 4300 jobs mil be filled 
this year. 

Ministries and government 
departments will take 2,500 
persons while other public 
institutions will take 500. The 
remaining 1,000 will fill 
vacancies from the previous 
year (A1 Dust our). 

HIGH OFFICIAL 
sources said that the prop- 
osed amendments to the In- 
come Tax Law include ex- 
empting dividends from 
shares and capital gains from 
income tax and continuing 
the exemption given to the 
agricultural sector and Jorda- 
nian exports. Details of the 
principles to be adopted for 
amending the income tax law 
will be made public through 
the media soon, the' sources 
said (Al Aswaq). 

RELIABLE 
SOURCES said the Ministry 
of Supply is abont to allow 
the private sector to import 
lentil beans after having 
allowed them to import split 
lentils in the past (Al 
Aswaq). 

trir THE GENERAL man- 
ager of the Arab White Ce- 
ment Manufacturing denied 
there was any shortage of 
white cement in the market 
and emphasised that the com- 
pany provides sufficient 
amounts to the Jordanian 
market which gets 50.000 
tonnes each year. 

The company supplies 
Syria with 40,000 tonnes a 
year. The general manager 
said the company was ready 
to deliver the white cement 
directly to the beneficiaries 
from the factory at JD 78 per 
tonne (Al Aswaq). 

** THE JORDAN French 
Insurance Company posted a 
JD 1.1 milHoii net profit last 
year, representing 50 per cent 
of the company’s capital and 
45.4 per cent above the net 
profit of 1993. As such, the 
board of directors is recom- 
mending the distribution of 
JD 484,000 in dividends at a 
rate of 22 per cent. The 1994 
annual report of the company 
shows that assets rose by 9.6 
per cent to JD 8.8 million and 
shareholders' equity in- 
creased by nine per cent to 
JD 2.06 million. The life in- 
surance department gener- 
ated a net proft of JD 41,700, 
the transport department 
generated JD 127,700 and the 
general accidents department 
JD 13,200 net profit. 

“Outside agencies” 
brought in JD 476,000 and 
tbe vehicles department JD 
!5.100 net profit after posting 
a JD 135,300 loss in 1993. 
Overall, the. company made a 
JD 955,300 net profit from 
tosurance operations in 1994 
compared to JD 710,600 in 
J993 (Al Aswaq). 

** THE JORDAN Nation- 
al Shipping Lines Company 
registered a JD 3-59 million 
gross profit last year, 242 per 
M nt higher than the 1993 
Profit. Total earnings 
amounted to JD1 1 .85 million 
while operational, adminis- 
trative and general expenses 
totalled JD 8.37 million. 
Shareholders’ equity in- 
creased from JD 11. 1 million 
to JD 13.1 million while total 
assets amounted to JD 17.33 
million at the end of 1994. 
The board of directors is re- 
commending the distribution 
of dividends at a rate of 20 
ner cent. The company's 
tmnual report indicated that 
due to low volume of goods 
destined to Aqaba, the route 
from northern Europe to 
Aqaba had to be changed to 
Pass through other ports on 
toe Red Sea and the Arab 
Gulf (Al Aswaq). 


JEA privatisation to 
cover entire electricity sector 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA), 
which now operates as a 
state-owned semi- 
autonomous entity, is ex- 
pected to be turned into a 
commercial entity registered 
under the companies law 
ahead of privatisation in ab- 
out two years time. 

The government has sent a 
draft law on the electricity 
sector to parliament for de- 
bate and approval during an 
extraordinary session which 
is expected to start in June. 

The draft legislation chang- 
ing the status of the JEA is 
necessary because the au- 
thority itself was created 
under a special law. 

Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources Minister Samih Dar- 
wazeh was quoted as saying 
in the local press that the 
draft law includes provisions 


to license private sector firms 
in the electricity sector. 

The draft law empowers 
the Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources to retain 
its regulatory control over the 
electricity sector. 

The main safety valve for 
customers against high 
charges is expected to be a 
condition that all power utili- 
ties abide by a ceiling set by 
the authorities. Opening the 
door for private sector parti- 
cipation in the electricity sec- 
tor followed a 10 per cent 
increase in consumption in 
1994 over 1993. 

The draft law also provides 
for an increase in the earn- 
ings of the JEA staff, Mr. 
Daiwazeh said. 

The mechanism and mod- 
alities for privatising the JEA 
were contained in study pre- 
pared by Britain’s Ernst and 
Young consultants, which 
undertook the task on the 
second half of 1994 after the 
cabinet decided in principle 


to privatise the JEA. 

The first stage in privatisa- 
tion is commercialisation of 
the entity; the second stage 
involves placing shares on 
subscription to the public. 

It was not immediately 
known whether the govern- 
ment — which will continue 
to own die authority regard- 
less of its registration as a 
commercial firm — intended 
to use any of its investment 
arms to retain control of the 
power utility when it goes for 
offering to the public. 

The expected capital of the 
proposed company was not 
immediately known. Howev- 
er, officials noted that it was 
up to the Council of Ministers 
to consider the study and 
recommendations prepared 
by Ernst & Young and decide 
on a capital for the entity. 

The assets of the JEA is 
estimated at around JD 400 
million; the authority, which 
accounts for more than 90 per 


cent of all electricity pro- 
duced in the Kingdom, has an 
accumulated loss about JD 20 
million. 

The losses were mainly 
attributed to non-payment of 
dues by government depart- 
ments and JEA-generated 
power being used for state 
purposes as well as for pump- 
ing water and in support ser- 
vices for the agriculture and 
water sector. 

However, the authority 
broke even in its operations 
during 1994. 

The JEA is the second 
major government-owned 
utility that the government 
has said would be privatised. 
The Telecommunications 
Corp° ralion (TCC) holds a 
monopoly in basic telephone 
services in Jordan. 

The TCC privatisation also 
involves commercialisation of 
its operations before inviting 
private sector participation in 
its equity. 


UAE denies 6 black cloud 

4 

of debt’ looms over banks 


DUBAI (R) — The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) cen- 
tral bank said Monday that 
UAE banks had made adequ- 
ate provisions against bad 
debts in recent years to re- 
cover from a period in the 
1980s when a lending spree 
forced some banks to merge. 

“There is no black cloud of 
debt looming over the UAE 
banking system,’* a central 
bank official said. “That is 
simply not true." 

Referring to a report at a 
recent seminar which said 
bad debts were 25.7 billion 
dirhams ($7 billion) in 1994, 
the centra] bank said in a 
Statement that this figure was 
historical and related to a 
situation 10 years ago. 

The report by Ali May hid, 
deputy bead of the Emirates. 
Banking Training Institute, 
saying bad debt was 17.5 
billion ($4.8 bflhon) by 1988 


and one billion dirbams ($270 
million) in 1980 was pub- 
lished in UAE newspapers 
and quoted by Reuters. 

“...All banks bad sus- 
pended interest relating to 
those loans and made suffi- 
cient provisions against any 
possible losses, therefore this 
problem does not exist at the 
moment," the central bank 
statement sent to Reuters 
said. 

Mr. Mayhid was quoted by 
local dailies on Thursday as 
telling the seminar bad debts 
in 1994 accounted for 28 per 
cent of total bank loans of 
91.4 billion dirhams ($25 bil- 
lion). 

The central bank official 
told Renters the figure re- 
flected bad debts incurred by 
UAE banks “at one time or 
another” which had been 
accounted for, and did not 
indicate outstanding debts. 
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“If you go back to add 
them all up without taking 
stock of the provisions or 
settlements of course you will 
get a huge number. The last 
bad wave we bad was ten 
years ago,” be said. 

“Banks are collecting or 
providing for it in their profit 
and loss statements,” he said. 
“It shows what the cyclical 
problem has been and bow 
banks made bad loans in the 
past.’’ 

The central bank has taken 
measures to control lending 
which went out of control in 
the oil boom of the -early 


1980s. Some banks incurred 
huge losses and had to 
merge. 

It introduced new roles in 
1994 which said a bank could 
not lend more than seven per 
cent of its capital to a single 
private institution or borrow- 
er. 

Lending to the private sec- 
tor accounted for about 80 
per cent of the 81.6 billion 
dirhams ($22.2 billion) in 
domestic credits extended by 
banks in die UAE at the end 
of September 1994. It was 
clear how much of that was to 
individuals. 
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ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR MONDAY 17/04/1995 


COMPANY’S NAME 

NO. OF 
SHARES 
TRADED 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

PREV. CLOSIHC 
CLOSING PRICE 
PRICE 

ARAB BANK Pie 

540 

104220 

193.000 

193.000 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

31G30 

152370 

4.740 

4.850 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK / NSW 

5820 

26905 

4.620 

4.660 

BANK OP JORDAN 

100 

382 

3.740 

3.820 

MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

5350 

8661 

1.630 

1.580 

Industrial development bank 

6250 

17925 

2.820 

2.B70 

THE KOOSDKJ BANK 

35700 

281591 

7.000 

7.900 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

1386 

4032 

2.930 

2-920 

JORDAN CULP BANX 

69250 

99145 

1.390 

1.450 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

1X3582 

462409 

3.920 

4.060 

business BANK 

64S0 

23304 

3.520 

3.630 

JORDAN INVESTMENT fi FINANCE BANK 

35ss 

15051 

4.150 

4.960 

BEIT 7ELMAL SAVIHW INVESTMENT FOR BOUSING 

1550 

5107 

3.210 

3.310 

AMMAN BANK FOR XXVNSTMKBT 

207250 

2B1118 

1.3D0 

1.370 

ARAB BANKING CORPORATION/ JORDAN 

230 

935 

4.000 

4.080 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

262206 

531S13 

1.950 

2.040 


BANKS 


SECTOR 


JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 
ARA B LIF E ft ACC ID E N T INSURANCE 

INSURANCE SECTOR 


750049 


iaooo 

4000 


22000 


201466S 


49S 12 
10600 


XHDKX NUMBER: 169.33 
CHANGE I *0.77* 


2.760 

2.650 


2.740 

2.650 


60112 INDEX NUMBER: 136.04 
CHANGE l -0.09* 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

10020 

16532 

1.650 

1.650 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /NSW 

31450 

49062 

1.570 

1.560 

JORDAN HOTEL & TOURISM 

98707 

709443 

7.200 

7.100 

IRBID DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

200 

240 

1.140 

1.200 

JORDAN KEKKH MINERAL 

200 

522 

2.610 

2.610 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL MOTELS' 

9750 

68250 

7.150 

7.000 

JORDAN NATIONAL SH1PPZM6 LINES 

57 100 

190942 

3.240 

3.360 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

13600 

33629 

2.380 

2.480 

JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALRA'I 

650 

6695 

10.400 

10.300 

UNITED MIDDLE EAST fi COMMODORE HOTELS 

3550 

9639 

2.730 

2.700 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT fi EDUCATION 

3400 

11420 

3.360 

3.360 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


228749 


1097045 INDEX NUMBER: 142. 89 





CHANGE 

i -0.20* 

ATTAHQKEP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

800 

902 

1.150 

1.140 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

18596 

57303 

3.000 

3.O90 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

10650 

27599 

2.550 

2.620 

THE ARAB POTASH/ NEW 

BOO 

4103 

5.000 

5.250 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REPINARY 

2608 

24463 

9.340 

9. 380 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL fi AGRICULTURAL 
THE JORDAN WORSTED KILLS 

183 

600 

657 

4995 

3.610 

8.300 

3.610 

8.350 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

10504 

43376 

4.110 

4.140 

JORDAN PRINTING fi PACKXM0 

312 

1560 

5.000 

S.000 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

1466 

3972 

2.700 

2.710 

THE PUHLIC MINING . 

750 

2198 

2.850 

2.930 

SPINNING G HEAVING 

2770 

7371 

2.670 

2.630 

RAPZA INDUSTRIES 

500 

1250 

2.490 

2.500 

DAIL4L OAWA DEVELOPMENT fi INVESTMENT 

4700 

37446 

7.980 

7.9S0 

-KPAB INVESTMENT fi IMERNASIOSAL TRADE 

50150 

46956 

.910 

.950 

ARAB. ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

2600 

1B697 

7.200 

7.170 

LIVESTOCK fi POULTRY 

26B50 

18232 

.660 

.680 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING fi TRADING 

11600 

18575 

1.600 

1.600 ' 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO— CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

23350 

66373 

2.750 

2.890 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

2750 

3250 

1.200 

1.190 

ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 

733 

3115 

4.350 

4.250 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES fi NATCH/ JINGO 

1000 

690 

.690 

.690 

NATIONAL CABLE fi HIRE MANUFACTURING 

500 

2375 

4.750 

4.750 

JORDAN SULPHO-CHKKICALS 

1300 

2278 

1.680 

1.760 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM. fi CHEMICALS 

4250 

10079 

2.330 

2.370 

KANTHER INVESTMENT 

1200 

1929 

1.650 

1.650 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

4950 

17607 

3.530 

3.590 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

3500 

6970 

2.000 

2.000 


INDUSTRIAL 

S B C T O R 

M ■nHNnnnn 

190022 

434532 

INDEX HUMBER: 
CHANCE 1 

122.36 

+0.76* 

GRAND TOTAL 


1191620 

3606354 

INDEX NUMBER: 
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NO. OF TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


214274 

298948 



FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR 
RENT IN UMALSUMMAQ 

3rd floor, 3 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms, super 
deluxe furniture. 

Abdoun Real Estate. 
TeL 810605, 810609, 810S20 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

Swgjflygh 



t.O.TELI 
-SECURITY 
HOSPITALITY 
GASTRONOMY 


DOLLAR 


RENTACAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeiscini 
Tel: 693399 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT -O. TEL 
4 3U 

863944 - 816690 


REAL ESTATE 
RENTALS 


You *v Soon Tho 
Rost Now Try The 

Best 

Widest Selection Most 
Reasonable Retes 
Newer, Cleaner, More 
Lavishly Furnished or 
unfurnished Villas and 
Apartments 

FULL SERVICE REAL 
ESTATE ORGANIZATION 


^ Cafe’ 

Hamburgers* Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweiffyeh 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gec- 

• JUMBO phmtm 
30% 


* Free enlarge* 
20 x 30 oe 


Bank. Phone: 
Swefieb td: 823891 



RENTA 



CAR 


AT A RELIABLE PRIC E] 
TEL : 819676 
ABDOUN 




IZieHWftN GARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 


I 

TUnamyrh nwUabh 

Shat M-Mb _Smal 
Um Utha/nah Conmarda! Cam 

ToU t«174 

.Imtlutti fthrtgsuved. 



M1NG-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking. 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Detr Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 pjn. 
6:30 - 11:30 pjn. 

«, TeU 86183$ 




Duraclean 


"Flower Fresh " cleanhg 
for. homes and businesses 


FURNITURE CLEANING 


TEL 836692 




HsgstourcuiL ^'Tapa* 

Opm 'Daily' 

from 

12a.m. - 12pm. 

lebel cAnwuui, Srdcircle- 
Td 61 50 61 



\\TiTV 


Haute Cuisine Italo-Med 

7&E VEST FOOD INGREDIENTS IN THE WORLD 
THE MOST FASHIONABLE RESTAURANT IN AMMAN 


Big Claims 


Real Stories l 


tom/ BAND : GUITAR + PIANO 

JD 10.00 (+ +) Tel: 863944 


mmmmn 

■ FOR YOUR m 

Advertisement : l 
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FOR RENT 


■ Deluxe Villas I 
[& Apartments] 

IsanabelI 

I REAL ESTATE 

Tel. 864230 

I Fax. 864231 



If VVe Don't Have It"! 
We Will IVtake It I 


Ifm U Amm 


Precis' 0 ® 

Tailoring * 
^Iterations 



ENGLISH 

SPEAKING 

STAFF 




3'*iOifiycn - A'jpvc Chili House 
I V I : I 2 25: 



Quality Furnished Suites 


One end Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates for 
Short or Long Stay 
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Seven foot one inch centre Dikembe Mntombo 
of the Denver Nuggets look to pass the bafl to 
te a mm a te Rodney Rogers as Eddie Jones of 


die Los Angeles. Lakers reacbers for the ball 
during their NBA game (AFP photo) 


Hawks nip Hornets 94-93 
onjast-second shot 


.0 


CHARLOTTE, North .Gm>- 
lina (AP) — Grant Long got 
a layup with three-tenths of a 
second left Sunday, giving 
the Atlanta Hawks a 94-93 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion victory over the Charlot- 
te Hornets. 

Atlanta erased an 11-point 
lead in the third quarter with 
the help of Mookie Blaylock, 
who got 12 points in the 
period. His 3-pointer with 
one minute to play tied the 
score 92-92. 

Charlotte missed five of six 
free throws down the stretch 
and clung to a 93-92 lead 
when the Hawks got the ball 
back. Blaylock dribbled past 
the time line to the right 
wing, where he passed to 
Long, who manoeuvered be- 
tween two defenders for the 
winning basket. 

After three timeouts, the 
Hornets were reduced to a 
desperation 3-pointer by 
Mourning, whose attempt 
wouldn’t have counted any- 
way. 

Blaylock led Atlanta with 
24 points on 9-for-21 shoot- 
ing. Long finished with 18, 
Smith got 16, Tyrone Corbin 
scored 13 and Andrew Lang 
added 12 for the Hawks. 

Spurs 112, Nuggets 109 OT: 
In Denver, David Robinson 
scored 42 points as the San 
Antonio Spurs moved one 
step closer to securing home 
court advantage throughout 
the playoffs with an overtime 
win over the Nuggets. 

The Spurs led 110-107 
when Avery Johnson fouled 
Denver’s Greg Grant on a 


3-point attempt with 4.8 
seconds left. But Grant mis- 
sed the third foul shot. 

Dikembe Mutombo grab- 
bed the offensive rebound — 
his 20th rebound of the game 
— but couldn't convert a 
short shot over Robinson. 

Robinson, who also had 14 
rebounds, sealed the win with 
two free throws with 1.5 
seconds left. 

The Spurs, who moved two 
games ahead of Utah for the 
best record in the Western 
Conference and the league, 
overcame a 14-point first-half 
deficit but couldn't withstand 
a ferocious Denver rally in 
the fourth quarter. 


Pacers 114, Tunberwohres 
75: In Indianapolis, the Pac- 
ers moved closer to their first 
NBA divison championship 
with a trouncing of die Min- 
nesota Timberwolves in their 
most lopsided victory this 
season. 

The victory gave Indiana 
50 wins in an NBA season for 
the first time since joining the 
league and put the Pacers 1 
games ahead of Charlotte in 
the Central Divison with 
three games to go. The Hor- 
nets lost ground by failing to 
Atlanta 94-93 Sunday. 

The Pacers can clinch the 
division with any combina- 


tion of two victories or two 
Charlotte losses. 

Rik Smits led the Pacers 
with 22 points and Derrick 
McKey added 20. 

Bulb 111, Knicks 90: In 
Chicago, Scottie Pippen 
scored 25 of his 29 points in 
the first half, making sure the 
Chicago Bulls wouldn't need 
magnificence from Michael 
Jordan to beat the New York 
Knicks. 

Jordan, who scored 55 
points in a 113-111 victoiy at 
New York two weeks ago, 
bad 28 points on 8-of-19 
shooting. 

Pippen, who hadn’t played 
since last Tuesday because of 
the flu, shot ll-of-13 in the 
first half, when Chicago took 
a 67-47 lead. 

Toni Kukoc added 20 
points and 10 assists for the 
Bulls ; who have won nine of 
their last 10. Charles Smith 
scored 22 points and Patrick 
Ewing 17 for the Knicks, who 
had a five-game winning 
streak snapped. 

Lakers 125, Mavericks 111: 
In Inglewood, California. 
Cedric Ceballos followed up 
a 40-point effort with 33 
points as Los Angeles beat 
Dallas and snapped its four- 
game losing streak. 


RESULTS 


Atlanta 

94 

Charlotte 

93 

San Antonio 

112 

Denver 

109. OT 

Indiana 

114 

Minnesota 

75 

Chicago 

111 

New York 

90 

L.A. Lakers 

125 

Dallas 

111 


World Youth Soccer Championship 

Honduras match abandoned, coach 
apologises after .7-1 loss to Netherlands 




DOHA (AP) — The coach of 
the Honduran football team 
made a public apology here 
Sunday after his side had four 
men sent off during their 
World Youth Championship 
match against the Nether- 
lands. 

Honduras lost the match 
7-1. The game was aban- 
doned after 77 minutes with 
the Central Americans left 
with just six players on the 
field. As well as the four men 
dismissed by the Japanese 
referee Masayoshi Okada, 
they also had Luis Oseguera 
stretched off. 

At that time of the game. 


they had also used their three 
permitted substitutes. The 
rules of the sport say that a 
team has to have at least 
seven players on the pitch. If 
not. the game must be aban- 
doned. 

“I apologise to the Dutch 
team and die people here for 
what happened tonight," said 
Honduran coach Luis 
Camargo. 

“I can assure you that the 
four will severely be punished 
by the football federation. 
We are a small nation and do 
not have the experience of 
playing in such a big event,” 
Camargo said. 


Alex Bailey was the first 
player ordered off in the 17th 
minute followed by Orvin 
Cabrera (45), Hector Rodri- 
jpiez (70) and Luis Lagos 

They also had three other 
players booked. Honduras 
' had skipper Fabio Ulloa sent 
off in their opening match 
against Portugiri on Friday. 

The Dutch goals came 
from Mendel Witzenhausen 
(9, 23 and 74 minutes), Nor- 
din Wooter (3 and 44), 
Robert Gehring (65) and 
Wilfred Bouma (76). 

Honduras scored their goal 
from the penalty spot 


through Oseguera in the 48th 
minute, in other matches 
Sunday, Cameroon defeated 
Australia 3-2; Syria bear 
Qatar 1-0 while Chile and 
Burundi drew 1-1. 

Mark Viduka gave Austra- 
lia the lead after 10 minutes 
but Cameroon hit back 
through Ndiefi McDonald * 
(51 and 65) to lead 2-1. 

The Australians levelled in 
70 minutes through Viduka 
but Mahop Ntamag Mahop 
gave Cameroon the three 
points in the dying seconds. 

Syria beat Qatar 1-0 with a 
goal from Nihad Boshi in the 


53rd minute. The home-side 
had Rashid Al-Muhazaa and 
captain Mohammed Salem 
sent off. 

Burundi drew 1-1 with 
Chile. Chile's goal came from 
Sebastian Rozentai after 13 
minutes. Burundi's reply 
came from Blaise Butunungu 
seven minutes from the end. 

The number of players sent 
off in the competition has 
now reached fifteen. 

Monday's matches see Bra- 
zil play Russia. Germany 
meet Costa Rica, Portugal 
play Argentina while Japan 
take on Spain. 


Pitchers finally getting ready for the real thing 


■ t 


The Associated Press 
BARRY BONDS and Ken 
Griffey Jr. gave everyone a 
gilmpes of what they saw last 
season. 

Orel Hershiser, John Bur- 
kett and Pete Hamisch gave 
their new teams a peek at the 
kind of pirching they might 
see this season. 

And Jose Canseco pro- 
vided a new sight — walking 
a picket line with locked -out 
umpires before Boston play- 
ed Texas on Sunday night. 

“I don't know how. much 
it’s going to affect their nego- 
tiations,” Canseco said. “I 
would love to have an im- 
pact." 

Eight umpires held infor- 
mational picketing, wearing 
signs that said “scabs go 
home” and handing out leaf- 
lets. Canseco put a sign 
around his neck, too, before 
going back inside to play for 
the Red Sox. 

“It goes to show you right 
there that one of the prime 
players in the game is stand- 
ing behind us," A1 Umpire 
John Hirschbeck said. 

Bonds and Griffey both hit 
their third home runs of the 
spring. 

Bonds, who has played in 
four exhibition games for San 
Francisco, hit a 470-foot shot 


“All three of his home runs 
have been hit to left field, 
and that's a good sign be- 
cause it shows he's going with ‘ 
the pitch,” Mariners manager 
Lou Pinieila said. 

Hershiser, in his first game 
with someone other than Los 
Angeles, looked good for two 
innings for the*Cleveland In- 
dians. 

“Same thing in an Indians 
uniform as a Dodgers uni- 
form,” he said. “It's still 60 
feet, 6 inches to the plate, 
still 90 feet to first. Still play- 
ing with a bunch of great 
guys.’’ 

Hershiser, 36, signed as a 


in two innings. 

Still. Mets manager Dallas 
Green was satisfied with what 
he saw. 

“It was a 'good outing,” 
Green said. “He was upset 
with one pitch, but he threw a 
few changeups which I 
liked.” 

Jimmy Key pitched five 
near-perfect innings for the 
New York Yankees against 
Atlanta. He allowed only one 
hit, walked none and struck 
out two. 

Key and Tony Fernandez 
were the only Yankees regu- 
lars who made the 45-minute 
trip from Frot Lauderdale, 


for the Braves and struck out 
two. He had surgery Sept.. 8 
to remove a bone spOr and 
chips from his right elbow. 

“What this outing does is 
make all those mornings of 
getting up at 6:45 and going 
for treatment worth it,” 


Smoltz said. “I really didn't 
think I was going to threw 
that hard.” 

A crowd of 5,822 saw the 
Braves rally to win in the 
ninth on RBI singles by Tony 
Graffanino and Mike War- 
ner. 


Major League Baseball 


free agent this month. Facing 
the Kansas Gty Royals, he 
gave up an unearned run on 
three hits. 

“They hit a lot of chop- 
pers, a lot of ground balls. 
That told me my ball was 
reacting properly,” he said. 
“If I’m getting the movement 
and the velocity is there 
naturally, that's all I can hope 
for.” 


Burkett, traded by San 
Francisco to Texas in the 

offseason and later a signed 

against the Chicag6*Cubs. He. by the Florida Marlins, pitch- 
hit 37 homers last year in the. ed four innings. He allowed . 


strike-shortened season. 

Griffey, who has played in 
only three spring games, hit 
an opposite-field drive. He 
led “The Alwith 40 home runs 
last year. 


one run and struck out three. 

Hamisch, traded by Hous- 
ton to the New York Mets in 
the offseason, didn't have 
such a stellar pitching line, 
giving two runs on three hits 


NFL legend ready to retire 


SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) 
— Joe Montana’s retirement, 
expected here Tuesday, con- 
cludes at age 38 what many 
consider the greatest career 
in American football history. 

Montana led the San Fran- 
cisco 49ers .to four -Super 
Bowl titles, became the only 
three-time Most Valuable 
Player of the National Foot- 
ball League's championship 
game ana became the stan- 
dard to which all others are 
compared. 

“You have to consider him 
the greatest quarterback who 
ever played the game because 
he could do everything,” said 
former 49ers' coach Bill 
Walsh, who guided three Su- 
per Bowl championship 
teams with Montana direct- 
ing the offense. 

Montana and receiver Jer- 
ry Rice became one of the 
most potent combinations in 
the sport's history playing 
together for the 49ers. Mon- 
tana’s never-say-die attitude 
created some of the NFL's 


most memorable moments of 
the 1980s. 

His first starring moment is 
recalled simply as “The 
Catch” and has been shown 
on U.S. television often 
enough to be part of a collec- 
tive memory for all NFL fans. 

The play came in the 1982 
NFL semi-finals against Dal- 
las. The 49ers trailed by six 
points, with only 51 seconds 
remaining. Montana was 
forced to backpedal to his 
right under the rush of three 
Cowboy defenders. 

Montana lofted a desper- 
ate pass high into the back of 
the end zone and Dwight 
Gark grabbed it for the win- 
ning touchdown. The 49ers 
beat Cincinnati for the Super 
Bowl crown that year and did 
so again seven years later on 
what fans call “The Drive.” 

The 49ers trailed by three 
points with 3:23 remaining 
and were 92 yards (torn the 
Bengals’ end zone when 
Montana guided a 49er 
march. 


Fla., to the Easter .game in 
west Palm Beach, and that 
angered Atlanta general 
manager John Schuerholz. 

“I think it is bush,” he 
said. “There are regulations 
that dearly specify how many 
regulars each team has to 
bring on road games in the 
spring. The Yankees don't 
have their own set of rules, 
but they must have felt like 
they did today." 

For years, spring training 
guidelines have stated that 
visiting dubs must have- four 
usual starters, not including 
the pitcher. The regulation 
. was put into effect to ensure 
that fans who pay for a major 
league exhibition — not a 
“B” game or split-squad 
game — see top players. 

Fernandez, usually a short- 
stop, batted ninth as the de-- 
signated hitter. As part of 
revamped rules for the shor- 
tened. spring training, A1 
teams are being allowed to 
use the DH when they play at 
NL parks. • , 

John Smoltz, in his first 
appearance since July 31, 
pitched two scoreless innings 


at home 


r ^ ?tti»s slip anti kei 

For repair & maintenance of : 

Full automatic washing machines. 

Dish washers. Fridges & freezers. Central heating. 
Please call : Vessayan & Nassar for Maintenance] 
- Eng. George. Tel.: Off. 685796/Res. 84592 B. 


HOUSEKEEPER 

AVAILABLE 

Full time housekeeper and/or nanny to work in your 
home in exchange for nice rent-free fumished/3 
bedroom apartment with phone. 

Call Buna 826076 


FOR RENT 

A flat in a villa, near the Royal Automobile Club, 
200nrr, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living room, 
guest room with dining room, large kitchen, and a 
big terrace. 

- For more information call 811530 


• Hr : i - • 1 * , >*4 w * 'xn. * *. w- 1 r T>i '*-**'»< 

!3iiioip®WMifY: 


The Regional office in Amman of a French Company is 
looking for a : - 

f Part Time Secretary ( 20 hours / w«k ) 

||f- with fluent Arabic , French & English . And experience 
IB of WINDOWS softwares . For further information 

II please call tel no. { 679431 or 696569 ) 
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Bad weather postpones 
America’s Cup 


SAN DEEGO (AFP) — An 
Alaskan storm blew through 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HlflSCH 

«1W Tnoun* MKM Samcm. K 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

•9 -7653 : A 108764 4AQ5 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump. What do you respond? 
A. — Since you have so many cards 
in the minora, partner's values rate 
to be in the majors, so don’t bother 
looking for a minor-suit contract. 
Bid throe no trump At the table. 
South jumped to three diamonds. 
North raised and the final contract 
was five diamonds. The defenders 
cashed the ace-king of hearts and 
ace of spades and the same 10 tricks 
were available at no trump. 

Q.2— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦AKJ7 7 Q VA75 +AKJ98 
The bidding hns proceeded: 

East South West North 

I ? Dbl Pass 1 * 

9 


What do you bid now? 


A. — 'Despite the fact that the bid- 
ding was opened in front of you, 
there could still be a slam your way. . 
No spade raise will convey that in- 
formation to partner. The correct 
way to show your strength is to 
Etarl with a cue-bid of the enemy 
suit. Bid two hearts. Of course, you 
intend to raise to four spades at 
your next turn. 

Q. 3— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4K1054 7A10 0Q1073 4K105 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one club. What 
action do you take? 

A.— “Had your dub and heart hold- 
ing been reversed, we would- sug- 
gest a takeout double. Since a one- 
heart response would leave you 
awkwardly placed with this holding 
and you do not have a suit good 
enough for even a one-level overcall, 
all you can do for the moment is 


pass and await developments. 

Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

W76 ?Q8«43 vQ2 4AQ2 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 ♦ Pass 2 » Pam 

2 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Your response of two bean* 
has promised another bid. Since 
most of your values are “soft," you 
do not have enough to commit your 

side to game. The be*t you can do ia 

invite partner to bid on by raising to 
three spades. 

Q-5 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AQ7 7KJ86 :Q7832 410 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
dub. What do you respond? 

A.— -There is a school that insists 


responder must bid a tour-card ma- 
jor before even a six-card minor! 
Include us out. Since we intend tak- 
ing at least twb bids, there is no 
reason not to bid our longer suit 
first. After all. if North has four 
hearts they can be introduced over 
our one -diamond response. 


Q.6— Eaat-West vulnerable.’ as 
south you bold: 

♦Void 'T’AQJ 7632 v A 1065 409 
What is your opening bid after part- 

ner and right-hand opponent pass? 
A. — where are all the spades’ We 
are hesitant to let the opponents in 
cheaply whan we don't own the 
master suit. Under the circum- 
Btancea, we would preempt with 
four hearts in the hope that the 
level will silence the opponents. 
We'D apologize to partner in the 
unlikely event that w*Ve missed a 
shun. 


here Sunday, bringing with it 
30- knot wind gusts and four- 
metre seas that postponed 
America’s Cup yacht racing 
on the challenger and defen- 
der conrses to Monday. 

Looking at the flags out- 
side the oneAustralia com- 
pound, Aussie Helmsman 
Rod Davis had to agree with 
the decision. Didn't want to, 
but had to. 

“As much as it hurts us, 
the race committee made the 
right call,” Davis said. “But, 
realistically, losing today’s 
race is a double whammy for 
us.” 

The cancellation not only 
killed a race in favourable 
strong winds, but also cost 
OneAustralia a much needed 
practice day. 

OneAustralia proved 
Team New Zealand was beat- 
able on Saturday. Sailing a 
near-perfect race, oneAus- 
tralia led Team Zealand 
throughout the six-leg, 28.8- 
kilometre race and hit the 
finish line a full 15 seconds 
before the Kiwis. 
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Graf wins 4th title of year 
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HOUSTON (Agencies) — 
World number one Steffi 
Graf cruised past first-time 
WT A finalist Asa Carisson of 
Sweden 6-1, 6-1, in 68 mi- 
mites Sunday, remaining un- 
beaten in 1995 and winning 
the 430,000-dolIar Houston 
(^ampionship. 

Gnu rose to 18-0 this year 
and collected 79,000 dollars 
for her fourth crown of 1995, 
her first on day. The German 
star won earlier titles at Key 
giscayne, Delray Beach and 
Paris and has not lost a set so 
fax this year. 

“I see some thing I can 
work on,” Graf said. “But 
overall, 1 haven’t had too 
many troubles this week. I 
coaid concentrage better, 
got I knew what I had to do 
to win the points and I did 
that” 

Graf lost only 12 games in 
her eight sets here, dropping 
oo mom than two games in 
any set of her clay season 
debut. She has won $442,500 
so fer this year, taking her 
career earnings above 15 mil- 
lion dollars. 

Carisson, who takes away 
$ 35 , 000 , was broken twice in 
losing the first four games of 
the final set. She held in the 
fifth game but Graf held and 
then added one final service 
break to capture the match. 

“She played too good,” 
Carisson' said. “I tried my 
best. But she just played ev- 
ery point great. 1 definitely 
got a lesson. She has a lot of 
experience. It was exciting 
because she’s number one 
and tins is the first time I 
played her.” 

Graf overpowered a weak 
field here that was reduced 
even more when second seed 
Magdalena Maleeva and 
third seed Mary Joe Fernan- 
dez withdrew before their 
first matches. 

Fourth seed Iva MajoU and 
fifth seed Zina Garrison 
Jackson were ousted in their 
openers and Graf herself eli- 
minated sixth seed Sabine 
Hack 6-2, 6-2, in the semi- 
final. 

Back strain puts Agassi 
oat 

World number one Andre 
Agassi pulled out of the 
Hong Kong Open hereas^ 
doctors' advised hnn to take 
two weeks rest while under- 
going treatment for lower 
back strain. 

Agassi began complaining 
of rack trouble in the Davis 
Cup tie against Italy three 
weeks ago in Palermo, Sicily. 

The pain flared up during 
his opening match in the 
Japan Open in Tokyo last 
week — which he lost in 
Sunday’s final to U.S. cam- 
patriot Jim Courier. 

‘Til be taking massage and 
uitrasonud treatment and 
resting for two weeks,” said 
Agassi, the U.S. and Austra- 
lian Open holder, before 
leaving Tokyo Monday for 
the West Cost of the United 
States. 

*T1 have my back looked 
at doser at home. Everyone 
around me is confident that 
nest is a key factor for me 
now." 

Agassi, twice a finalist in 
the French Open, does not 
want to compromise his 
chances of finally winning the 









Steffi Graf 

clay court Grand Slam event, 
which begins May 29 at Ro- 
land Garros in Paris. 
-■Agassi- said he - hopes re- 
play on day from May 1 in 
Atlanta, before travelling to 
Hamburg for more seasoning 
on the surface before the 
start of the French event. 

Hong Kong Open organis- 
ers here are now counting on 
Asian favourite Michael 
Chang, the defending cham- 
pion, to pull the crowds. 

The Chinese-American 
loves to play in the Far East 
and gets the type of welcome 
often reserved for the flam- 
boyant Agassi in much of the 
rest of the world. 

As he arrived for Monday’s 
opening ceremony on Centre 
Court, police and bodyguards 
kept a crowd of his young 
fans at bay. 

Lower-ranked ‘ seeds went 
into action on Monday. 
Seventh seeded Dutchman 
Jan Sietnerink beat Austra- 
lian Wally M astir 6-4, 6-4, ■ 
and eighth-seeded Martin 
Damm of the Czech Republic 
outlasted Alexander Mronz 
of Germany in a tiebreak 
battle, 7-6 (7/3), 7-6 (12-10). 


Master wins a ptn on 
day 

lAa. 

-• Austria’s-;Tbomas Muster 
won his 19tkoonsecative final 
oh day Sunday, running over 
Sweden's Magnus Larsson 6- 
2, 6-1, 6-4 in the Conde de 
Godo ATP tournament. 

“I feel like Fve been run 
over by a train Larsson 
told reporters. 

The victory in the final 


gave the 27-year-old left- 
hander a record 20th title on 
day since the ATP Tour be- 
gan- in 1990* Twenty-five of 
his 26 professional titles are 
on day and he is 164) in 
matches this season on the 
surface. 

“I don’t think I'm unbeat- 
able in finals, but it does 
seem like every time Pm in 
the finals Pm winning," Mus- 
ter said. 


ATP tennis rankings 

American Jim Courier, who beat world number one Andre 
Agassi in the final of fee Japan Open on Sunday, moved up 
the ATP rankings from 15th place to 12th on Monday. 


1. Andre Agassi (USA) 

2. Pete Sampras (USA) 

3. Boris Becker (Ger) 

4. Yevgeny Kafelnikov (Rib) 

5. Goran Ivanisevic (Cro) 

6. Sergi Bruguera (Spa) 

7. Michael Stteh (Ger) 

8. Michael Chang (USA) 

9. Alberto Berasategni (Spa) 

10. Magnus Larsson (Swe) 

11. Wayne Fe r reir a (AIS) 

12. Jim Courier (USA) 

13. Thomas Muster (Ant) 

14. Todd Martin (USA) 

15. Richard Krajicek (Ned) 


4603 pts 
4216 
3274 
2590 
2557 
2556 
2467 
2464 
2304 
2126 
2116 
2068 
2051 
1974 
1898 


Depleted Juventus, Dortmund resume hostilities 


PAWS (AFP) — Treble- 
chasing Juventus have three 
players sidelined and Borus- 
sia Dortmund must suffer* 
three player suspensions, 
three ruled out by injury and 
two doubtful starters for 
Tuesday’s UEFA Cup semi- 
final. 

Keeper Angelo Peruzzi 
and striker Gianluca Vialii 
are injured, and sweeper 
Moreno Torricelli is sus- 
pended for Jnventus. 

Juventus, who beat Lazio 
2-1 (3-1 on aggregate) in mid- 
week to put them into the 
Italian Cup final, travel to 
Dortmund with the tie de- 
licately balanced at 2-2. 

Parma, with a 2-1 advan- 
tage, host Bayer Leverkusen 
in the night's other semi- 
final. 

A Roberto Baggio double 
earned Juventus a 2-1 win 
against Reggiana on Saturday 
to move 11 points clear of 
second-placed Parma in the 
Italian championship. 

Baggio, who was out for 
more than three months this 
season with a knee injury, 
said: “I have certainly had a 
difficult period, but it is now 
all behind me.” 


Dortmund, ahead of Wer- 
der Bremen by one point in 
the Bundesliga, will have to 
field almost a reserve side as 
their first string is decimated 
by suspension and injuiy. 

In the first leg, French re- 
feree Marc Batta waved eight 
yellow cards — ■ five for Dort- 
mund. 

Three of Dortmund’s key 
players — internationals 
Andreas Molter, Matthias 
Sammer, and Karlheinz Rie- 


over Lazio. 

Martin Kree is also out, 
and Stefan Reuter and Ibra- 
him Tanko are doubtful, 
spelling the necessity of 
bringing in untried reserves. 

Dortmund, trying to forget 
their 6*1 thrashing on aggre- 
gate in the UEFA Cup final 
two years ago, must fear a 
similar crushing loss. 

In the other semi-final, 
Bayer Leverkusen have sack- 
ed their coach since the 2-1 


UEFA CUP 


die — were consequently 
banned for the second leg. 

Dortmund issued a plea to 
UEFA, but were told: “You 
can't appeal against yellow 
cards." 

Swiss striker Stephane 
Chapuisat and Denmark's 
Flemming Povlsen are 
already out through injury to 
add to the problems of Dort- 
mund coach Ottmar Hitzfeld. 

Chapuisat, 25, faces surgery 
after tearing knee ligaments 
in training, just two days 
after scoring one goal and 
creating another in their 2-0 
quarter-final, second leg win 


loss in Germany against Par- 
ma in the first match. 

Erich Ribbeck was hired as 
coach in place of Slav Dra- 
goslav Stepanovic. 

General manager Rainer 
Calmund explained: “The 
differences between Stepano- 
vic and the team could not be 
patched up. We had to 
react." 

‘ Leverkusen, the 1988 
UEFA Cup champions, 
warmed up with a 1-0 win 
against Bayer Uerdingen on 
Thursday thanks to a Rudi 
Voeller penalty. 

Antonio Benanivo is sus- 


pended for Parma, the 1992 / 
93 Cup Winners Cup cham- 
pions, meaning coach Nevio 
Scala will have to reshuffle 
his defensive line. 

Parma. 11 points behind 
Juventus and almost certainly 
out of the Italian title race, 
still have a chance to show 
Juventus who is boss in this 
UEFA Cup. 

In a further power strug- 
gle, this event is a battle 
between Germany and Italy 
for European supremacy. 

Following Italian clubs* 
financial problems, many 
German stars have returned 
home. Italian presidents now 
look to cheaper- markets, 
such as Portugal, for foreign 
replacements. 

Eintracht Frankfurt vice- 
president Bemd Holzenbein, 
who won the World Cup as a 
player in 1974, believes a 
wind of change is in the air. 
“The Bundesliga is beginning 
to compete on an equal basis 
with the Serie A,” he said. 

The winner of the 
Leverkusen/Parma tie hosts 
the first leg of the final on 
May 3, with the return on 
May 17. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


connection with a ring of car thieves who' 
exported stolen German vehicles. Sunday's 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung 


Czechs happy with Fed Cup 
draw 

™“» S “ k ° v .t°< t the Czech Republic Easter." Police allege the midfield player hao 
wdl be ham ™th the draw at this year s Fed a member of 'S le ring for years . 
Cup qualifying event here, grouping them 

with Poland, Britain and Slovenia. In world 5 sent off in Rio dfirbv 
ranking terms, they are already assured of * 

success in the group, leaving the other three Rio DE JANEIRO (R) — Five players and a 
nations to scrap among themselves for the coach were sent off and nine players shown 
vital second place in Group-A and a place in the yellow card in a brutal Rio de Janeiro 
thejast eighty Group B is headed by Russia derby at the weekend. Botafogo beat 


and though Elena Likhovtseva and Eleman 
Makarova, ranked 46 and 47 respectively, are 
out-ranked by Georgia's Leila Meshki (35). 
Russia should come safely through with 
neighbours Georgia at the expense of Hun- 
gary and the Ukraine. Martina Hingis, 14, 
who leads Switzerland's challenge, will find 
the going tough in Group-C where the 
favourites aree Belarus leaving the second 
place to be contested between Finland and 


FI amen go 1-0 striker Guga coming on as a 
substitute, scoring the winner and then join- 
ing the dismissals, all in the space of 10 
minutes. The result put Botafogo three points 
ahead of Flamengo at the top of the final stage 
of the Rio de Janeiro championship. 

Children in Cantona class 


Latvia. Group-D offers the tightest comped- MANCHESTER (AFP) — Amidcontinuing 
don. Belgium's Dominique Mon ami *and “““"P. a £? ut , « Manchester 

Laurence Courtois will be staving off a strong Enc Cantona will start his program- 

challenge from Croatia and Romania while JJL-Wn. wthSTSii? 

Israel will be battling to stave relegation into footbal sk, s to < * fldren from * e 

the lower qualifying division. ^ Iora 

58 banned from soccer 


area of Manchester on Tuesday. A 
spokeswoman at Manchester United’s Old 
Traffod ground confirmed on Monday the 
•'coaching was going ahead but declined to give 
KUALA LUMPUR (AP) — Fifty-eight soc- deta ? ls - Catena was given the com- 

cer players who confessed to fixing matches in mimi ty service order on March 23 when he 

i« ■ i <i . . . U/nvi flic oriniMil urnmrt o fni/\ 
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national league have been banned from play- won *H S a PP cal 8 gainst a two-week jail seat- 
ing anywhere in the world for one to four S 106 *or assaulting a Crystal Palace fan. 
years. The Football Association of Malaysia p™ 0 " 3 ha ?. 2 s0 be ? n *??P ended 5 om . M 


said Monday two players will be suspended r P otD ^ u , unai 
for four years, 12 for three years, 10 for 2Vt Association and fin 


football until September 30 by the Football 
ned a total of 30,000 pounds 


years, 19 for two years, eight for 1 Vi years and .assaulting the allegedly abusive fan during 

seven for one year. The punished players also match at Selhurst Park in late 


are being investigated by police since August, 
but no charges have been filed yet. The 
players are accused of taking bribes from 
bookmakers of fix results of matches in the 
16-team premier league. One player was 
reported to have been paid as much as 40,000 
ringgit (SI6.000) to let in a goal. 

Gaudfno faxes court 


Maradona absent for Racing 
win 


AIRES (R) — Racing Club 
an unexpected Argentine chazn- 


appearance 


BUENOS 
achieved 

pionship win at Boca Juniors at the weekend 
— but their coach Diego Maradona was 
absent. Racing won 1-0 to record their first 
MANNHEIM, Germany (AFP) — Manches- victory in Boca’s La Bombonera Stadium 
ter City’s German international Maurtrio since 1975 and end their opponent’s unbeaten 
Gaudino is expected to appear in court here seven-match run. Maradona, who has been 
soon after Easter to answer charges of car given a 20-day leave by Racing, was at home 
theft. Before his move to England from as his side achieved their best result since he 
Eintrach Fmakfurt, Gaudino was questioned and Carlos Fren took over as joint coaches at 
by police for 24-hours last December in the start of the year. 
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TEL: 660400 
PAX; 601234 

BETA ENGINEERING & CONTRACTING 
COMPUTER SITES , SWITCHING ROOMS 
AIM-CLEAN ROOMS , INCLUDING 
-A/C , OPS, AVR 
PIRE ALARM AND EXTINGUISHING 
RAISED AND ANTISTATIC FLOORS 
ELECTIUCAL AND DATA CABLING 

DC SYSTEMS 

REFMSreNTS : 

CHLORIDE . WATFORD 
MARSTAIR .SYSTEM FLOOR 
WESTAC, FIRSTCITY , FIRST TECHNOLOGY 

& 

AVAILABLE IN STOCK UPS AND AVR 
INTERACTIVE : 6QGVA , 900 « 1200 & SOCK) 

ON LINE : 1 J KVA Z-8 KVA , 3KVA 
AVR : 2-14 KVA I PHASE ; 5-JO KVA 3 PHASE 
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NEW FROM CHLORIDE 

COMING : THE NEW GENERATION 1NTILLEGENT UPS FROM CHLORiK:LAN POWER 
i £,3,6,8. KVA NOMINAL} [ 3.J .4* . 8. 11.2 KVA INFORMAT1C J. NEW TECHNOLOGY 
COMBINIG DOUBLE CONVERSION * INTERACTIVE . MIRCOPJtoCESSOR .ZERO 
TRANSFER TIME . USER SOFTWARE , GALVANIC ISOLAn OH , AU T° 

TRANSFER , INPUT/ OUTPUT VOLTAGE TOLERANCE ADJUSTED BY SOFTWARE 
AHp MUCH MORE , STANDARD AMD OPTIONS. 


HOLY WEEK 


CATHOLIC SERVICES 


IN ENGLISH 


-'dsTadp.m 


Pra'yer servlca'an d Indlvfdu'af 
confessions (several priests) 


% 

05:00 p.m 

mmm 

■ 12:00 p.m 
10:00 p.m 




11:00 a.m. 
12:00 noon 
12:00 noon 
06:00 p.m. 


Mass of the Lord's Supper. 

Prayer service of the Lora’s Passion 

Mass of Easter Vigil 

Latin thurch of De La Salle ( Freres )- 

Jebel Hussein 

Masses dfihetortl's Rasurrectfon'- 
In English 

Jabel Amman - Latin Chunh 
Jebel Lwebdleh 
S waff eh 
Jebel Hussein 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A leading hotels company in Aqaba is 
seeking to employ ambitious, hardworking, 
and self-motivated; 

1. Executive Secretary 

2. Accountant 

3. Marketing Director 

Candidates should have: 

☆ University degree 

☆ Good command of English language 
(priority for 2 foreign languages) 

☆ Good background in comojters. 

Qualified applicants, kindly send 
your CV (resume) by fax to: 

Att. GENERAL MANAGER 
Fax: 03 314271 
AQABA - JORDAN 


Deportivo 
remain 
6 points 
behind 
Real Madrid 

MADRID (AP) — Deporti- 
vo de la Coruna kept its slim 
hopes alive for a Spanish 
league title with a 3-1 win 
Sunday over Real Sodedad 



play. 

Deportivo, second last sea- 
son and third the year before, 
took a 1-0 lead midway 
through the first half on a 
Francisco “Fran” Gonzalez 
Perez goal. 

Real Sociedad’s Imanol 
Alguaril tied the match in the 
49th, but Fran struck again in 
the 54th minute to make it 
2-1 and Brazilian internation- 
al Bebeto scored his 12tb of 
the season in the 82nd to 
clinch the victory. 

Real Madrid, a 2-0 winner 
Saturday at archrival Atletico 
de Madrid, has 44 points to 
38 for Deportivo. Chilean 
Ivan Zamorano scored both 
for Real Madrid to increase 
his league-leading goal total 
to 24. 

Four-time defending cham- 
pion Barcelona was hapless 
m a scoreless draw Sunday at 
Oviedo to hold third place 
■With 36 points. 

In other games: Sevilla 1, 
Valladolid 0; Valencia 2, Be- 
ds 1; Compostela 0, Albacete 
0; Racing de Santander 0, 
Sporting de Gijon 0; Tenerife 
3, Celta 0; Espanyoi 3, Athle- 
tic de Bilbao 1; Zaragoza 3, 
Logrones 0. 

In Seville, Juan “Juanito” 
Franisco Rodriguez scored in 
the 68th minute to give Sevil- 
le the victoiy. 

In Valencia, Raul Ibanez 
gave the winners a 1-0 lead in 
the 9th minute and Antonio 
Poyatos got the clincher in 
the 82nd. Betis threatened 
with a penalty in the 88th 
minute by Bosnian Hristo 
Vidakovic. 

In Tenerife, Luis Miguel 
Ramis scored in the first half, 
Juan Antonio Pizzi scored his 
13th of the season in the 69th, 
and Ignacio Conte added the 
final m the 77th. 

In Barcelona, Ernesto Val- 
verde scored in the 14th for a - 
1-0 athletic Jead, but Espany- 
oPs Francisco Lopez Alfaro 
tied it in the final minute of 
first half. Jose Rojo Martin 
scored the winner for 
Espanyoi on a header in the 
53rd, and Jordi Lardin got an 
insurance goal one minute 
later. 

In Zaragoza on Saturday 
Javier Aguado scored in the 
18th, Gustavo Poyet struck in 
the 40th and Juan Eduardo 
Esnaider finished off the- 
scoring in the 77th minute in 
a 3-0 victory over last-place 
Logrones. 

Zaragoza avoided an upset 
as it looked ahead to Thurs- 
day’s Cap Winners Cup semi- 
final, second-leg match at 
English side Chelsea. 



Gnema ' Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 
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Tom Hanks * 


fn 

A* 

Forrest Gomp . 

V 

: Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 6:15, 9:15 


| Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


PLAZA 


Bruce Willis & John Travolta 
In 

PULP FICTION 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


Gnema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Te^: 675571 

Nabfl AI MasUni Tbeatre 

Nabil & Hisham's TeL: 623135 

AHLAN THEATRE 

CONCORD ‘1’ 

Comedian star Adel Imam — 

Bakhit & Andadileh 

Shows: 1230. 3:15. 6:00. 8-JO, 11:00 

CONCORD T 

.. Jean-Claude Van Damm 

, STREET FIGHTER 

Shows: 1230. 3-J0. 5:45, 11:00 

Muaa Hijazin "Sum’a” 

in the political satire 

Hi Citizen 

written and directed by 
Mohammad AI Shawaqfa 
daily on 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre doses on Monday 

— Haifa AI Agha in the 
children's play 

Sa*dPi Return -trie 

COMING SOON 
The Comedy Show 

CABARET 

Presents; 

The political satire: 

, AL salam ya SALAlfi 

■ at 8:30 pjn. 

" For reservation, please cal 
625155 

The theatre Is closed ' 
Saturdays & Sundays 
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RAFSANJANI IN INDIA: Indian Prime Minister P.V. 
Na rashnha Rao (right) and President Shankar Dayal 
Sharma (centre) welcome Iranian President Ali Akbar 


Hashemi Rsfsaqjani (left) at the Presidential Palace on 
Monday. Mr. Rafsaqjani is the first Iranian bead of state to 
visit India since the 1979 Islamic revolution (AFP photo) 


Qadhafi ready for war over Haj flights 


TRIPOLr (Agencies) — Li- 
byan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi has said his country 
was ready to fight to enable 
Libyans to fly directly to 
Saudi Arabia for pilgrimage 
to Mecca. 

“They (the Christians) 
launched a crusade when 
they accused Muslims of pre- 
venting them from reaching 
Jerusalem. We are ready for 
a war to reach Mecca." Col- 
onel Qadhafi told Reuters in 
_an interview on Sunday 
■ night. 

He added that flights tak- 
ing Libyans for pilgrimage to 
Islam's holiest shrine must be 
seen as exempt from a U.N. 
Security Council air embargo 
imposed on his country over 
the Lockerbie affair. 

The ban on flights to and 
from Libya is part of sanc- 


tions, including arms sales, 
imposed in 1992 after Tripo- 


iie refused to hand over two 
Libyans wanted in connec- 
tion with the 1988 bombing of 
Pan-fAm Flight 103 over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, in 
which 270 people died. 

In Cairo, Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa said his 
country was trying to find a 
way to allow Libyan pilgrims 
to fly to Saudi Arabia for 
Haj. 

“There are ongoing con- 
tacts between Egypt, Libya 
and a number of other coun- 
tries to see the best way to 
facilitate the trip of the Li- 
byan pilgrims.” Mr. Musa 
told reporters. 

The pilgrimage season is in 
early May. 

Although the United Na- 
tions could issue a waiver for 


Turkish 

Consulate 


attacked 


STOCKHOLM (Agencies) 
— Turkey's consulate in the 
southern Swedish town of 
Maimo was damaged over- 
night by unknown attackers 
who smashed windows and 
hurled paint inside, the 
Swedish news agency TT re- 
ported on Monday. 

TT said police found no 
clue as to whether the attack 
was politically motivated. 

Last month a Turkish gov- 
ernment travel- bureau in 
Stockholm was set alight but 
police put out the fire before 
serious damage occurred. 

Sweden has a large Turkish 
immigrant papulation and it 
was not known if the attacks 
were the work of racists or 


anti-government activists 
within the Turkish and Kur- 
dish communities. 

■ Petrol bombs were thrown 
at two Turkish social clubs in 
southern Germany Sunday 
night, causing heavy damage 
to one of them, police said. 

They said they suspected 
Turkish extremists of car- 
rying out the attacks in the 
towns of Backnang and Ditz- 
ingen. No one was hurt. 

Six Turks have been 
arrested in connection with 
petrol bomb attacks on five 
Turkish banks in the western 
city of Cologne on Saturday. 
Police said some of them had 
a record of activism for the 
banned Turkish militant left- 
wing group Dev Sol. 

Turkish premises in Ger- 
many have been the target of 
several waves of attacks in 
the last two years. 

In Sunday's attack, the 
headquarters of a Turkish 
sports association burned 
down in Backnang, near Stutt- 
gart, police said. 

A firebomb was hurled 
through a window of the two- 
storey building, which caught 
fire. 


the pilgrimage, Libya has not 
requested one, U.N. officials 
say. 

If Col. Qadhafi made good 
on his threat, it would put 
neighbouring countries in a 
difficult position because 
they woulo find it politically' 
impossible to block religious 
flights. 

Libyan planes would have 
to fly over Egypt or Sudan to 
get to Saudi Arabia. 

Egyptian Information 
Minister Safwat-AI Sherif, a 
close adviser of President 
Hosni Mubarak, travelled to 
Libya last week to discuss the 
issue with Col. Qadhafi. 

The weekly A1 Arabi news- 


patience on the direct flights 
issue after three years of the 
ban. 

“We gave them (Security 
Council members) an oppor- 
tunity when our pilgrims 
went to Jerusalem and by 
camels, where we suffered 
and some pilgrims died en 
route, but that did not move 
their conscience. We are 
forced now to go to the pil- 
grimage and will do it each 
year directly through Libyan 
airspace whatever the price.” 
Col. Qadhafi said. 


paper reported Monday that 
Mr. Sherif suggested as a 


Mr. Sherif suggested as a 
compromise that the pilgrims 
use foreign airlines from 
Egypt, Algeria or Holland, 
but said Col. Qadhafi turned 
down the idea. 

Tripoli-based Arab diplo- 
mats said they expected the 
flights to start on Tuesday 
from Tripoli and Benghazi 
airports. 


They said Egyptian planes 
ould be used to fly the 


would be used to fly the 
pilgrims to Jeddah in Saudi 
Arabia because Libyan airlin- 
ers bad been poorly main- 
tained since the flight ban 
was imposed. 

Si nee 1992 , Libyan pi I- 
grims have flown there from 
other countries after leaving 
Libya by land or sea. As a 
political statement, some Li- 
byan pilgrims took a camel 
train through Egypt in 1994 
and others went to Jerusalem 
in 1993. 

Col. Qadhafi told Reuters 
his country had run out of 


Wearing flowing, tradition- 
al Libyan robes and speaking 
on the green of the Azizia 
Barracks in Tripoli. Col. 
Qadhafi said he sees the pil- 
grims' flights as an exception 
which does not mean that 
Libya intends to violate the 
Security Council ban. 

"We do not want to violate 
the resolutions of the so- 
called Security Council, nor 
do we demand that any state 
violate them, but the pilgrim- 
age is another question,” 
Col. Qadhafi said before re- 
calling the Crusades' historic- 
al precedent. 


“Mecca is a separate affair 
which has nothing to do with 
the embargo or the Security 
Council resolutions," he 
added. 

Mr. Qadhafi at the end of 
March said that pilgrims 
would be transported by the 
Libyan national airline and 
that Tripoli had already 
handed to Saudi Arabia tile 


flight schedules. 
Saudi Arab 


Saudi Arabia Interior 
Minister Prince Nayef Ben 
Abdul Aziz, reacting to the 


IN BRIEF 


Qatar, PNA sign aviation accord 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — The Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) and Qatar have signed an 
aviation agreement that would allow two Gulf Arab airlines 
to fly to Gaza and Jericho once the self-rule areas have 
built airports, a PNA official said on Monday. “Qatari and 
Gulf airlines will fly to Palestinian airports in self-rule 
areas, and the Palestinian airlines will fly to Qatar’s 
airports," Fayez Zeydan, head of the Palestinian civil 
aviation department, said in a news release. Mr. Zeydan, 
who signed the accord last week in Qatar, said the Qatari 
Airlines and Gulf Air were the first carriers in the world to 
sign an agreement with the PNA. 


French ‘peace convoy’ brings aid to Gaza 


RAF AH (AFP) — A “peace convoy” drove into the Gaza 
Strip on Monday bringing 100 tonnes of aid for the 
Palestinians from France. A dozen trucks draped in French 
and Palestinian flags crossed the border from Egypt at 
Rafah after two boors of checks by Israeli authorities. The 
French aid group Equilibre organised the convoy carrying 
goods ranging from school and sports equipment to 
wheelchairs, hospital beds and three mobile dental surger- 
ies. Palestinian pwlice escorted the trucks, a bus and a jeep 
from the border towards an official welcoming ceremony in 
Gaza City to be attended by Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat’s wife Suha. The French government backed the 
convoy which left Paris on April 2. 


Qatar cancels Peres visit 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Qatar has called off the first -visit to 
the Gulf state by Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 


after news of the trip was leaked in the press, Israel radio 
reported on Monday. A foreign ministry spokesman 


reported on Monday. A foreign ministry spokesman 
refused to comment and underlined that no official 
announcement had been made about such a visit. Mr. Peres 
said on April 9 that he would shortly travel to two Gulf 
states, but did not name them. A foreign ministry official, 
who refused to be named, had said Qatar and Oman were 
the likely destinations. Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin paid 
an unprecedented visit to Oman last December, but Israel's 
diplomatic breakthrough in the Arab World has since gone 
on hold as the peace process has bogged down. 


Israeli army probes sex film 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The Israeli army has launched an 
inquiry after a soldier secretly filmed a no-holds barred sex 
session with a female soldier and showed it to all the unit. 
“The military police are taking this affair very seriously and 
have opened an investigation," an army spokesman said. 
Hie girl made an official complaint alleging that an officer 
.had demanded the film from her male colleague as the 
price for weekend leave from a base in Israel. The sex 
session took place in 1994, but she only found out recently 
that it had been filmed. • 


Col. Qadhafi was talking to 
bour ministers gathered in 


labour ministers gathered in 
Tripoli to attend the Orga- 
nisation of African Unity 
(QAU) labour committee 
meeting to open on Tuesday. 

He also voiced fears that 
jobless Africans faced with 
economic hardship in their 
own countries could try to 
emigrate illegally to Europe. 

Foreign Minister Omar AJ 
Muntasser said last month 
that if the U.N. sanctions 
continue. Tripoli could be 
forced to expel its 2.5 million 
foreign workers. 


Washington 
to return 


$700m in 
hardware 


Pakistan 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — The 
United States will return ab- 
out $700 million worth of 
military hardware to Pakis- 
tan, nearly five years after it 
was impounded. Foreign 
Minister Sardar Assef Ali 
said Monday. 

Washington impounded' 
the equipment, which in- 
cluded several Cobra helicop- 
ters, in 1990, when U.S. aid 
to Pakistan was dropped to 
protest its nuclear weapons 
programme. 

The equipment was in the 


U.S. for repairs. 

Prime Minister Benazir 


Bbutto secured Washington's 
promise to return the equip- 
ment during a 10-day visit to 
the U.S. which ended last 
week. 

Ms. Bhutto, in meeting 
with U.S. senators, congress- 
men and President Bill Clin- 
ton, lobbied strongly for an 
end to sanctions against 
Pakistan, imposed under a 
U.S. law known as the Press- 
ler Amendment. The law 
singles out Pakistan for 
punishment for its nuclear 
programme. 

Pakistan argues that the 
law ignores the nudear prog- 
ramme in neighbouring In- 
dia, which exploded a nudear 
device in 1974. 

Pakistan maintains that its 
nudear programme is neces- 
sary to counter India's. The 
South Asian neighbours have 
gone to war three times. 

Mr. Assef Ali was not able 
to explain how Washington 
could return the equipment 
without breaking U.S. law, 
but he told reporters: “We 
have a commitment that it 
will be returned in the same 
condition that it went.” 
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Appointment of city managers j 
does not aim at weakening Ql 


elected mayors — Thuheirat 


By Sa’eda Kilani 
Special to the Jordan Times 


Libyan announcement, said 
earlier this month Saudi Ara- 
bia would receive any pilgrim 
who had proper documents, 
“no matter what means he 
uses to arrive in.” 

“We are not going to Saudi 
Arabia, we are going to 
God's house (in Mecca),’* 
Col. Qadhafi said when 
asked what was the final 
Saudi decision. 


Col. Qadhafi on Monday 
warned African nationals 
working in the country could 
starve to death because of the 
U.N. sanctions, the official 
agency JANA reported. 

"The sanctions have 
affected our African 
brothers, they are left with- 
out job opportunities. They 
could face a difficult situation 
threatened by starvation and 
death,” he said. 

Highlighting that all Afri- 
can states north of the 
Equator have nationals work- 
ing in Libya, he urged the 
countries to “find a solution 
to avoid a catastrophe for 
these people.” 


AMMAN — The recent gov- 
ernment decision to appoint 
city .managers in govemorate 
centres and district headquar- 
ters ahead of municipal elec- 
tions is not intended to 
weaken the powers of elected 
mayors, according to Minis- 
ter of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
NadeT Thuheirat. 

If anything, said Mr. 
Thuheirat, the appointment 
of city managers would help 
reduce the workload of 
mayors. 

At least one former mayor, 
Yasser Omari of Zarqa, criti- 
cised the government deri- 
sion saying there was a 
“question mark*’ over the 
move. 

He sought to support his 
argument by pointing out 
that the decision to appoint 
city managers came only two 
months before the July 11 
municipal elections. Mr. 
Omari said the government 
should have waited until the 
muni opal elections. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times, Mr. 
Thuheirat, who is also a 
member of the Lower House 
of Parliament, said the 
appointment of municipal 
directors was purely an “ex- 
ecutive” derision. 

“Municipal directors are 
not appointed to compete 
with mayors," he said. “They 


commendation by Mr.- 
Thuheirat, the main responsi- 
bilities of the city managers 
include implementation of 
decisions taken by municipal 
councils and preparation of 
municipal budgets. 

The city manager, who can 
attend municipal council 
meeting without voting pow- 
er, is also in charge of super- 
vising municipal revenue col- 
lection. 


The Cabinet derision cov- 
ers the govemorate head- 
quarters of Salt, Irbid, 
Jerasb, Ajloun, Mafraq, 
Ma’an, Karak, Tafileh, 
Aqaba and Madaba as well 
the district centres of 
Ramtha. Sama Rousan, Deir 
Abi Saeed. Deir Alla, North- 
ern Shuneh and Southern 
Shoneh. It also covers the 
municipalities of Russeifeh 
and Zarqa. 


municipalities. As such, the 
government is also in charge 
of appointing the city mana- 
gers. 

Mr. Omari, however, wel- 
comed the holding ot all 
municipal council elections 
on one day throughout the 
Kingdom as “a very positive 
step.” 

“Reducing the number of 
municipal councils from 600 
and plus to 259 is also a great 
achievement, 1 ’ be said. 


Mr. Omari, whose muni- 
cipal council was dissolved 
last September and replaced 
by a government-appointed 
committee, said: “Even if the 
derision was in the interests 
of the municipalities, the gov- 
ernment should bave waited 
until the municipal elec- 
tions.” 


are there to help mayors." 
According to the Cabinet 


According to the Cabinet 
decision, which was taken on 
Saturday in line with a re- 


Mr. Omari noted that once 
the municipal councils are 
elected, the city manager 
would be appointed by the 
elected mayor, rice-mayor 
and the administrative gov- 
ernor. 

Under the new law, all 
municipal councils were dis- 
solved pending new elections 
and government-appointed 
councils are now running the 


“Instead of asking why we 
are applying the law now, we 
should ask why it was not 
applied earlier,” he asserted. 

Hie minister, a former 
mayor of northern Shuneh, 
said the mayorship was one 
difficult job that entailed 
enormous social and adminis- 
trative responsibilities. He 
said an assistant to the mayor 
is necessary. 

“The mayor has enormous 
responsibilities and has many 
public duties,” said Mr. 
Thuheirat. “Even preparing 
the budget at a time when the 
population is growing is a big 
task.” 


Israeli opposition stages 


W.Bank-Netanyamarchl 


BEIT LID JUNCTION 
l(Agenries) — Thousands of 
Jlsraelis marched Monday 
from the West Bank to the 
Mediterranean Sea, protest- 
ing plans to turn over more 
land to the Palestinians. 

The march — across the 
narrowest part of Israel with- 
in its pre-1967 borders — was 
meant to illustrate the coun- 


Some protesters carried a 
paper mache mannequin, 
labelled with a sign that read 
“Three hours for a suicide 
bomber on foot." 

“This area’s so short — 


Bahrain 
frees 1 20 
held in 
wave of 


there's no way we can give it 
up,” said Stephanie Haimo- 
vi tz of Kfar Sava. “If a two- 
year-old and a four-year-old 
can walk it, then any Arab 
can easily get across." 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin says he opposes a total 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank. But the September 
1993 Israel-PLO accord calls 
for autonomy in all of the 
West Bank during a five-year 
interim stage. 

Critics fear that in talks on 
the area's final status, the 
PLO will press for a state in 
all the territory that was 
autonomous. 

Israel and the PLO are 
holding talks on extending 
the autonomy established 11 
months ago in the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho to the rest of the 
West Bank. But support for 
the deal among Israelis is 
being sapped by the con- 
tinuing violence. 

“This is a popular demon- 
stration of growing public 
sentiment against continua- 
tion of a false peace with the 
Palestinians,” said Daniel 
Diker, who helped organise 
jthe march. 


try’s vulnerability if the gov- 
ernment cedes control of the 


eminent cedes control of the 
West Bank to the Palesti- 
nians. as outlined in the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) accord. 

It is 16 kilometres from the 
Israeli checkpoint outside the 
West Bank town of Tulkarm, 
where the march began, to 
the Mediterranean coast at 
Netanya. 

"It’s committing suicide to 
give it back," said right-wing 
opposition leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu, as be led about 
6,000 people who covered 
that distance in less than two 
hours. 

Marchers carried Israeli 
flags, banners and campaign 
posters for the right-wing 
Likud and the National Reli- 
gious Party and chanted “I 
don't want to be the next 
victim." 

Sixty-five Israelis have 
been killed since October in 


attacks by militants trying to 
scuttle ongoing Israel-PLO 


scuttle ongoing Israel- 
peace talks. 


unrest 


Deputies accuse Kuwait 
ministry of wasting funds 


KUWAIT (AP) — A par- 
liamentary sub-committee has 
accused the Defence Ministry 
of wasting public funds, pro- 
tecting wrongdoers and lead- 
ing Kuwait towards another 
catastrophe, according to a 
report published Monday. 

“The Defence Ministry’s 
expense programme are not 
geared towards supporting 
the efficiency of die Kuwaiti 
military... but towards wast- 
ing public money without 
showing any results on the 
ground,” said the report, 
published in die independent 
A1 Qabas daily. 

The sub-committee was set 
up in May 1993 to investigate 
alleged kickbacks on 
weapons purchases made af- 
ter Kuwait was liberated in 
February 1991 after a seven- 
month Iraqi occupation. 

It is part of a committee 
that the emirate's oppoation- 
dominated parliament set up 
in December 1992 to investi- 
gate the events that led up to 
Iraq's August. 1990 invasion. 

The report said the De- 
fence Ministry has purchased 
large amounts of equipment 
and spare parts that were 
either not needed or have not 
been used. 

It said, for example, that 
propellor-driven Shorts 
Tucano aircraft, used as 
trainers and for counter- 
insurgency operations, and 


spare parts worth $66 million 
are gathering dust in storage, 
the report said. 

The sub-committee also ac- 
cused ministry officials of 
signing contracts for large 
sums with Western com- 
panies to dear the millions of 
landmines and unexploded 
bombs littering the emirate, 
while these companies sub- 
contract the work to others, 
often for half the value of the 
original contract. 


It cited a $134 million con- 
tract signed with a U.S. firm, 
CMSA of Florida, in October 
1991, saying that the ministry 
signed the deal for clearing 
Kuwait's southwestern desert 
despite objections by experts 
that the cost was too high. 

“The sub-committee has 
suffered from... a lack of 
cooperation,” the report 
said. 


It accused government offi- 
cials of “providing incorrect 
information,'’ and criticised 
the Defence Ministry for not 
taking action against wrong- 
doers. 

The report named several 
offidais, but A1 Qabas did 
not publish the names for 
legal reasons. 

“If the government does 
not solve these problems, 
they will lead the country to 
an impasse in the near fu- 
ture,” the report concluded. 


MANAMA (Agencies) — 
Bahrain on Monday 
announced it had released 
120 people arrested in a wave 
of unrest which has swept the 
Gulf archipelago in the past 
months,' local papers re- 
ported. 

“Bahrain has released 120 
Bahraini detainees after com- 
pleting the investigation into 
their involvement in recent 
violent subversive activities,” 
an Interior Ministry official 
said in the reports. 

Violent dashes erupted in 
early December after the 
arrest of Shiite Muslim cleric 
Sheikh Ali Salman who had 
called for political reforms 
and the restoration of parlia- 
ment suspended in 1975. 

He was later deported and 
fled to London where he has 
requested political asylum. 

Hie human rights group 
amnesty International said in 
a report released at the end 
of March that it had the 
names of 700 people detained 
in the emirate since Decem- 
ber, but believed many more 
were being held. 

Most of those held are 
Shiites, Amnesty said. 

Exiled opposition groups 
said that more than 3,000 
people had been arrested in 
sporadic violence which has 
flared in the emirate since 
December. 

Local newspapers on Mon- 
day quoted the Interior 
Ministry official as saying the 
120 were freed after author- 
ities completed “investiga- 
tions into their involvement 
in recent rioting and subver- 
sive activities.” 

He did not give names or 
say when they were freed. 

At least lu civilians and 
three policemen have been 
killed in the protests deman- 
ding the release of political 
detainees and the restoration 
of pariiament. dissolved in 
1975. 

Bahrain's Emir, Sheikh Isa 
Ben Salman AI Khalifa, on 
Sunday met Bahraini digni- 
taries “who voiced their 
readiness to do all they could 
to maintain the stability, 
security and progress of 
Bahrain.” the official Gulf 
News Agency said. 

Sheikh Isa "expressed 
appreciation for their sincere 
efforts and that the people of 
Bahrain were and would re- 
main as one family.” 

Interior ministers of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
grouping Bahrain, Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, 
Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates were due to hold an 
extraordinary meeting in 
Bahrain on Tuesday, the 
agency said, without giving 
further details. 


Bullying victim 
hangs himself 
in Japan 


TOKYO (AFP) — A 13- 
y ear-old Japanese schoolboy 
hanged himself in western 
Japan after allegedly being 
bullied, the latest victim of! 
series of school violence 
cases, police said Monday. 
The boy, whose name was 
not disclosed, banged himself 
with electric cable at las 


home Sunday, leaving a note 
saying that he was bullied by 


At the same time, be said, 
“despite the fact that 
appointing dty managers was 
a standing request of muni- 
cipal councils, why did tbe 
government not wait until tbe 
elections were held?” 

Mr. Thuheirat countered 
by pointing out that tbe 1983 
law on municipalities pro- 
vided for the appointment of 
city managers, out had never 
been applied before. He said 
he did not see any reason why 
it should not be applied now. 


his classmates and senior stn- "■ , ’ 
dents at Buzen municipal 
Suda Junior High School in 
Fukuoka. According to the 
note, the boy was beaten by 
nine other students, polke 
said. School officials said 
they bad not noticed that the ' 
student was bullied, adding - ' ’ 
that a local school boa.ti and 
poli.ee had separately laun- 
ched an investigation into the 
case. The Justice Ministry 
said in a report released Sun- * 
day that 36.1 per cent of 
junior high school students 7 
declare they have been bul- 
lied and a third of them claim 
to have endured the ill- 
treatment without any pro- 
test. The survey was con- 
ducted late last year, cover- 
mg 13,000 students at 119 
schools across the nation. 

The death last November of - - 
Kiyoteru Okochi, who killed . • - ' 
himself after his classmates . 
extorted $11,000 from him, 
triggered a wave of child 
suicides in connection with : 
school bullying! 


Mystery 
over hole in 
Mandela’s sock 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— President Nelson Mandela 
wears socks with holes in 
them, a winning photograph in 
South Africa's press pictures 
of the year contest shows. 
Taken by photographer Ken 
Oosterbroek, who was shot 


"■ews 


dead while covering political „ . 
violence in Tokoza black J 


township east of here last 
year, the photograph shows 
Mr. Mandela kicking a ball 
and losing his shoe in the 
process. The exposed pres- 
idential sock boasts a gaping 
hole through which two erf 
Mandela's toes, including his 
•large one, are protruding. 
Mandela's embarrassed 
couturiers were at a loss 
Monday to explain how the 
president came to be wearing 
a ventilated sock. Gail Kriel, 
household manager at Mr. 
Mandela's official .home in 


Pretoria, Mablarabandopfn, 
said she was mystified. “The 


said she was mystified. “The 
problem is that the president 
has three residences, so 1 
would not know where he 
was on that day and who 
checked his clothes,” • she 
said. Couturier Yusuf Surtee, 
who has been dressing Man- 
dela since he was released 


from apartheid’s jails in 1990, 
said the president is very 


particular about his socks, . - r - 
wearing only imported nylon 
hosiery for his high blood ‘ . 

pressure. The truth, Mr. Sur- 
tee believes, is that Mr. Man- ' 
dela cut the sock to help . 
relieve a swelling in his toe. 

Chinese farmer 
jailed for buying 
college coed ■ 


SHANGHAI (R) — A rural T- 

court imprisoned a former for ' ,. ' = V.*" 1 


15 years for buying a. kidnap- 
ped woman college student to 


be his wife, a state newspaper *4. ^ . 
said Saturday. Zhou Jianqi, a ; . \ r ' 

28-year-old farmer from 
Yucheng county in central v 

Henan province, was sent- ' . * : 

enced to 13 years for rape ^ <: - : " ■: 

and two years for buying an '■ i /v ’ ? “ • i 
abducted woman, Shanghai's - -v-r . ; ' 

Wen Hui Bao reported. &• ] ^ . r \ & * ‘ . . ' 

fleeting a new- policy of pro* i 
securing buyers of abducted v J 7 -~ 
women. The woman, 4 ”■■■$• •• ■« 
second-year student -V ;« ;c 

Chinese literature at an r.« z re- 
named university in nortfrv' ■“ ?c :: >r ' 
west China, was freed 'tv- 

police in December aftitf •- « 

seven months of what the - . -.7 ‘ 
paper called round-the-dock ' *7, 


beatings, rape and humfl»:$ 
don. Mr. Zhou had bough* .k 
her for 1,200 yuan (ll«l , 
from a .man identified a* vta, ' fail* 
Yang Jin, who remains atj. n 6f|pa 
large, the subject of a potice^^ ^"3 
manhunt. The conviction was : *.? 


believed to be the first undtf'7'7 * 7;.-^,, ' 

a new policy pledging to .~T7»- 

prison those who buy kidnap - v 
ped women and children 7 *«;■,' 
well as their traffickers. State 
councillor Luo GU :-*j ^ *h- t 
announced the policy 5 ” !%■.»'- 


too* power m V, 

roared back during A ' 

s of market reform. ' ' i 

? 

; 



